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*For the United Nations Development Programme, references to Kosovo shall be understood to be in the  
context of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999). 
For the European Union, this designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with 
UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.

3

In Focus - Armed Violence Monitors provide information on the specific types of firearm 
incidents and the related topics to illustrate the magnitude of firearms' adverse impact on 
civilians.

This issue focuses on weapons seizures  in South East Europe (SEE) from 1 January to 31 
December 2023, including  a comparative overview of 2022. Over the years, weapon 
seizures have been the most commonly reported type of incident, and they have proven 
to be an important tool for law enforcement agencies in their efforts to reduce illegal 
possession, proliferation and trafficking of firearms, ammunition and explosives (FAE).

In this report, weapon seizures encompass all cases where law enforcement agencies took 
hold of FAE due to various reasons such as illegal possession, lack of proof of ownership, 
voluntary surrender, or as evidence from a crime scene. In some cases, weapon seizures 
may be conducted as part of a larger operation to reduce crime or to disrupt illegal 
activity.

About the Armed Violence Monitor

The information provided in this report is gathered from the Armed Violence Monitoring 
Platform (AVMP), which captures data on firearm-related incidents  happening in Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, North Macedonia, Kosovo* and the Republic 
of Moldova. 

The  data is gathered daily  from various sources, including the  relevant authorities' 
official websites, as well as print and online media.  Data for Kosovo is also gathered from 
the police daily incident reports. Quality assurance is conducted rigorously by SEESAC. 

The report aims to provide a comprehensive overview of weapons seizures in South East 
Europe by utilizing a comparative analysis of the data to identify changes in trends 
between 2022 and 2023, highlighting increases or decreases in seizures of specific types 
of weapons, their frequency, and geographic distribution, among other aspects.

The AVMP has been established by SEESAC and funded by the European Union within the 
framework of EU Council Decision (CFSP) 2016/2356 and EU  Council Decision (CFSP) 
2019/2111.

Methodology

https://www.seesac.org/AVMP
https://www.seesac.org/f/docs/SALW-Resources/EU-Council-Decision-CFSP-2016-2356.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32019D2111&from=EN


HIGHLIGHTS

weapon seizures were 
reported in 2023.

reported cases in 
which handguns were 

seized as a single 
type of weapon.

1,679 504

cases involved 
weapons in illegal 

possession. 

1,394265
 cases 

involved seizures of 
multiple types of 

SALW.

reported cases of 
weapon seizures at 

homes/yards. 

1,830 758
perpetrators were 

reported in 
connection to 

weapon seizures.
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1. General overview

In 2023, weapon seizures remained the most frequently reported type of incident in the region, 
accounting for nearly half of all firearm incidents, following the trend from 2022. The incidents in the 
criminal context (14%) and the Other / Unknown category (19%) followed, ranking second and third, 
respectively.
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1.1. Weapon seizures vs other types of firearm incidents 

Weapon seizures vs types of firearm incidents in 2023

1

1 Example: A firearm was used in the context of domestic violence to threaten family members; the police intervened by responding to 
the incident, arrested the perpetrator, and seized the weapon.
Other / unknown, as a separate category under the Types of Firearm incidents refers to suicides, shootings under undetermined 
circumstances, non-hunting related shooting of animals, undetermined  explosions, weapons used for defence, and all other 
incidents that cannot be classified under any of the categories above.  

2 

According to the AVMP, weapon seizures are recorded as a separate type of incident, representing 
cases where a seizure was the main event during which law enforcement agencies or authorities took 
control of FAE. Seizures can occur during raids, searches, checkpoints, or other law enforcement 
operations aimed at controlling and curbing FAE proliferation.
Weapon seizures resulting from other types of firearm incidents are not included in this category. As a 
result, this report does not include 788 weapon seizures  that were reported in connection to criminal 
activity, public disputes, domestic violence, and other types of incidents.

In 2023, there were 1,679 weapon seizures out of a total of 3,518 firearm incidents, accounting for 48% 
of all incidents. This trend represents a continuation of the pattern seen in 2022, with 1,549 weapon 
seizures out of 3,319 firearm incidents, representing approximately 47% of all incidents. These figures 
indicate a steady rise (8%) in both the number of weapon seizures and their share within the total 
number of firearm incidents.

1
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1.2 Weapon seizures throughout 2023

In 2023, the frequency of weapon seizures varied significantly throughout the year, with peaks in 
August (180), May (170), and December (170). The high number of weapon seizures reported in May 
could be linked to the law enforcement response across the region following two mass shootings 
that occurred in Serbia in May 2023. The lowest number of seizures occurred in June, with only 98 
reported weapon seizures. Compared to 2022, there was a substantial rise in seizures during May 
and August 2023 whereas there was a significant decrease in January and June.

1.3 Weapon seizures in jurisdictions
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In 2023, the number of weapon seizures varied across jurisdictions, revealing interesting trends 
and changes in relation to 2022.
Specifically, four jurisdictions reported an increase in weapon seizures, with Montenegro 
documenting the most significant rise, nearly doubling from 96 to 187 (96%). In addition, Albania 
(26%), Serbia (19%) and North Macedonia (14%) also saw an increase. In contrast, Moldova 
experienced a decline (25%), as well as Bosnia and Herzegovina (11%) and Kosovo (3%).
As in previous years, the highest number of cases was reported in Kosovo (618), representing 37% 
of all reported seizures in 2023. North Macedonia (272), Albania (217), and Montenegro (187) 
followed.


Weapon seizures by jurisdiction and year
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Weapon seizures encompass seizures of a single type of weapon, multiple types of SALW, 
ammunition, and cases in which the type of weapon was not specified. The type of weapon was 
either unknown or not reported in 55 (3%) cases in 2023, which is slightly less than the 67 cases in 
2022. 

The trends observed in 2022 regarding the seizures of a single type of weapon continued into 2023. 
Handguns remained the most frequently seized weapon, with a comparable number of seizures 
reported in 2022 and 2023. Despite a decrease in 2023, seizures of rifles/shotguns and explosive 
devices followed. The seizure of automatic/military-grade weapons (16%), gas pistols (30%), and air 
firearms (39%) increased.

2. Types of weapons

2.1 Weapon seizures  by type of weapon 
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2.2 Seizures of multiple types of SALW
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The seizure of multiple types of SALW involves taking hold of more than one type of weapon.  In 2023, 
the number of such cases increased by 34%, i.e. from 199 to 266 cases. The jurisdictions reporting 
the highest number of these cases in 2023 were Montenegro (61), Kosovo (51), Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (43), and North Macedonia (38). Compared to 2022, nearly all jurisdictions saw an 
increase in such cases in 2023, except for Bosnia and Herzegovina, where a slight decline from 44 to 
43 was seen.

In 67 cases, more than three types of weapons were seized, which is 40% more than in 2022, when 47 
cases were reported. 

Seizures of multiple types of SALW by  jurisdiction and year
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2.3 Legal status of weapon possession

The legal status of weapon possession in 2023 remained consistent with the patterns documented in 
2022, with the majority of the seized weapons being in illegal possession. The legal status of weapon 
possession was indicated in 1,422 cases, with 97% of the cases involving weapons in illegal possession 
and the remaining 3% with weapons in legal possession. In 2023, there was an increase in the number 
of cases involving both legal and illicit weapons.
In 15% of the cases, the legal status of weapon possession was not specified.
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2.3.1 Legal status of weapon possession by jurisdiction

In 2023, one-third of seizures of weapons in legal possession were reported in Montenegro (12 cases), 
followed by Kosovo (8 cases) and Bosnia and Herzegovina (7 cases). Other jurisdictions reported fewer 
than 5 such cases. The seized weapons in legal possession were mainly handguns (15 cases), reported 
primarily in Montenegro and Kosovo, with each reporting 5 cases. Out of 9 cases involving rifles in legal 
possession, Kosovo and Montenegro also reported the most cases, with three each. In 7 cases, multiple 
types of SALW were seized, with 4 being reported in Montenegro.

Similar to 2022, handguns accounted for nearly 40% of seizures of weapons in illegal possession (449 
cases), followed by rifles (171 cases) and automatic/military-grade weapons (126 cases). In 248 (15%) 
weapon seizures, the type of possession was not reported.

Weapons with expired permits were seized in 13 cases, which represents a decrease from the 17 cases 
reported in 2022. Kosovo reported the majority of these cases (10).
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The number of ammunition seizures amounted to 1,060 in 2023, showing an 8% increase from 2022 
(979 cases). Overall, the highest number of ammunition seizures was reported in Kosovo, despite a 
drop from 408 to 388 cases. Albania (151 cases), Montenegro (131 cases), and North Macedonia (130 
cases) followed.

Consistent with the trend seen in previous years, ammunition was less frequently seized separately 
from weapons, with 157  cases in 2023, which is a substantial increase of 35% compared to 2022. 
These cases doubled in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Montenegro.

Ammunition was primarily seized together  with another type of weapon, namely in 664  cases, a 
minor decline from 2022. Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Moldova and North Macedonia reported a 
decrease in these cases.

There were 240 cases in which ammunition was seized with multiple types of SALW, a 36% increase 
from 2022, mainly due to a rise in Montenegro and North Macedonia.

9

2.4 Ammunition

Location 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023

Albania 13 25 94 103 23 23

Bosnia and Herzegovina 12 25 86 53 41 41

Kosovo 35 34 335 311 38 44

Moldova 4 6 22 19 10 15

Montenegro 7 14 39 61 26 55

North Macedonia 28 34 69 62 16 35

Serbia 16 19 42 55 23 27

Total 115 157 687 664 177 240

Cases in which 
only ammunition 

was seized

Cases in which of 
ammunition was 

seized with 
another 

type of weapon

Cases in which 
ammunition was 

seized with 
multiple types of 

SALW

Three most reported types of weapons seized with ammunition
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When seized with other types of weapons, ammunition was mostly seized with handguns in all
jurisdictions, with 331 reported cases, showing a 17% decline from 2022 (399 cases). In 121 cases, 
ammunition was seized with rifles/shotguns, which is 6% higher than in 2022 (128 cases). Ammunition 
was seized with automatic/military-grade weapons in 75 cases, a 31% increase from 2022 (75 cases).

Seizures of ammunition by year and jurisdiction
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Following the trend of previous years, handguns were the most commonly seized type of weapon in 
2023, with 674 reported seizures, a 6% increase from 2022, when 639 such cases were reported.
As the only type of weapon, handguns were seized in 504 cases, nearly matching the number 
reported in 2022 (512 cases). Albania, Montenegro, and Serbia experienced an increase in these 
cases, while other jurisdictions saw a decline.
In cases involving multiple types of SALW, handguns were seized in 170 cases, an increase of 34% 
compared to 127 cases in 2022, mainly due to an increase in Montenegro and North Macedonia.
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2.5 Handguns

Consistent with the pattern from 2022, Kosovo reported the highest number of handgun 
seizures despite a minor decline. Moldova reported the lowest number of handgun seizures. A 
considerable increase was documented in Montenegro, rising from 50 to 88 seizures.


When handguns were seized as a single type of weapon (504 cases), they were mainly in illegal 
possession, accounting for 464 cases, an increase from 452 cases in 2022. The number of 
cases in which they were in legal possession increased from nine in 2022 to 15 in 2023. The 
most handguns in legal possession were seized in Kosovo and Montenegro, with each reporting 
five cases. The type of possession was not reported in 40 cases in 2023.


In 2023, handguns were seized in urban areas in 81% of these cases. The microlocation data on 
handgun seizures in urban areas indicates that they were primarily seized on the streets (132 
cases) and at homes (109 cases). A slightly different microlocation pattern was observed in 
handgun seizures in rural areas (19% of cases).   Specifically, handguns were most frequently 
seized at homes (31 cases), closely followed by 29 seizures on the streets.


In cases involving multiple types of SALW, handguns were primarily seized together with 
rifles/shotguns in 110 cases, a 67% increase from 66 cases in 2022. Seizures of handguns and 
automatic/military-grade weapons also increased from 42 to 50 cases. In 19 cases, all three 
types of weapons were seized together. These trends are comparable to those documented in 
2022. Furthermore, the seizures of handguns and explosive devices increased from 26 to 36 
cases in 2023.


Seizures involving both  handguns and air guns dropped from 24 cases to 19 cases in 2023. 
Similarly, seizures of handguns with gas weapons also decreased from 18 in 2022 to 13 cases in 
2023.

Reported cases in 
which handguns
were seized with 
multiple types of 

SALW
Location 2022 2023 2022 2023

Albania 67 74 18 18

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

51 35 21 23

Kosovo 260 252 31 35

Moldova 12 10 4 8

Montenegro 33 47 17 41

North Macedonia 49 40 11 26

Serbia 40 46 25 19

Total 512 504 127 170

Cases in which 
only handguns 

were seized 

Cases in which 
handguns were 

seized with 
multiple types 

of SALW

Seizures of handguns by year and jurisdiction
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Rifles/shotguns, the second most seized type of weapon, were reported in 382 cases, a 21% rise from 
316 cases reported in 2022.
With 105 cases, Kosovo reported the highest number of rifle seizures, reflecting an 8% increase from 
2022. The most significant increase was reported in Montenegro (76 cases), where the number of 
cases more than doubled. Albania and North Macedonia also recorded increases of 39% and 25%, 
respectively.
In 209 cases, rifles and shotguns were the only type of weapon seized, nearly matching the 205 
cases reported in 2022. Montenegro experienced a substantial increase in such cases, while Moldova 
saw a significant decline.
In 177 cases, rifles/shotguns were seized with multiple types of SALW, a 65% rise from 107 cases in 
2022. All jurisdictions reported increases in this category, with Montenegro and North Macedonia 
documenting a twofold rise in relation to 2022.
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2.6 Rifles/Shotguns

In cases involving the seizures of multiple types of SALW, rifles/shotguns were most 
frequently seized with handguns (110 cases), automatic/military-grade weapons (46 
cases), explosive devices (41 cases), and air guns (31 cases). This trend is consistent with 
the previous year.


The seizures of rifles/shotguns in connection with illegal hunting totalled 28 cases, which 
is half the number reported in 2022 (46 cases). The majority of these seizures (17 cases) 
were reported in Moldova, with North Macedonia following with 5 cases.


In seven cases, rifles were surrendered voluntarily.


As in 2022, rifles/shotguns were the only type of weapons more commonly seized in 
rural (192 cases) than in urban (188 cases) areas.

Location 2022 2023 2022 2023

Albania 22 28 11 18

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

24 13 24 26

Kosovo 77 72 20 33

Moldova 26 17 7 16

Montenegro 17 35 19 41

North Macedonia 36 35 10 24

Serbia 7 5 16 19

Total 209 205 107 177

Cases in which 
only 

rifles/shotguns 
were seized 

Cases in which 
rifles/shotguns 

were seized 
with multiple 
types of SALW

Seizures of rifles/shotguns by year and jurisdiction
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Explosive devices were the third most frequently seized type of weapon in 2023, with 297 cases, 
marking a 3% increase in comparison to 2022, with 290 cases, when they were the second most 
seized type of weapon. 
As in 2022, North Macedonia reported the greatest number of explosive devices seizures (99 cases), 
documenting an 11% rise. Kosovo followed with 67 cases, despite a decline. The number of explosive 
device seizures in Montenegro increased by more than twofold, from 20 to 42. Additionally, Serbia 
also experienced an increase.
In 2023, explosive devices were seized as a single type of weapon in 219 cases, which is a minor 
decrease from the 230 cases in 2022. Kosovo and Moldova saw the greatest decline in such cases.
However, the number of explosive devices seized alongside other types of weapons increased from 
60 cases in 2022 to 78 in 2023. In Montenegro, these cases more than doubled.

12

2.7 Explosive devices

Among seizures of explosive devices were also cases 
in which citizens reported the accidental discovery of 
explosives in their yards, fields, inherited residences, 
on the road, and during construction projects. 
Nevertheless, the quantity of these cases decreased 
by 18%, from 158 in 2022 to 129 in 2023. In terms of 
location, the pattern remained relatively consistent in 
2023, with Kosovo reporting 53 such cases, a drop 
from 75 cases in 2022. North Macedonia followed, 
documenting the same number of cases as in 2022. 
In Moldova, the number of cases decreased from 16 
to 6, while Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia each 
reported 7 cases.
In rural areas, the frequency of accidental findings of 
explosive devices was higher than in urban areas, 
accounting for 70% of reported cases.
In 51 cases, the found explosive devices were 
remnants of war/conflicts.
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Jurisdictions with the most accidentally 
found explosive devices reported

Location 2022 2023 2022 2023

Albania 16 16 8 8

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

14 16 23 20

Kosovo 79 57 4 10

Moldova 17 7 4 1

Montenegro 9 18 11 24

North Macedonia 86 92 3 7

Serbia 9 13 7 8

Total 230 219 60 78

Cases in which 
only explosive 
devices were 

seized 

Cases in which 
explosive 

devices were 
seized with 

multiple types 
of SALW

Seizures of explosive devices by year and jurisdiction
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Hand grenades were frequently reported among the explosive devices seized in both 2022 and 2023. 
In 2023, there were 91 cases of hand grenade seizures, the same as in 2022.
  
Compared to 2022, hand grenade seizures in 2023 declined in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and 
Moldova, while increases were observed in North Macedonia, Albania, and Serbia. Montenegro 
reported the same number of hand grenade seizures in both years.
  
In 33 cases, hand grenades were accidentally found by citizens and reported to the authorities, seven 
cases fewer than in 2022. Similar to 2022, these incidents were mainly reported in North Macedonia 
(14) and Kosovo (13), with fewer than five cases in other jurisdictions and none in Montenegro.
  
Additionally, 58 police operations resulted in the seizure of hand grenades, either as a single type of 
weapon (21 cases) or alongside other weapons (37 cases). These seizures occurred primarily in urban 
areas (41), while in terms of microlocation, 42 cases happened at homes/yards. As in 2022, most 
cases were reported in Bosnia and Herzegovina (21), Serbia (10), and Montenegro (9).  
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Seziures of hand grenades by jurisdiction and year

The number of reported seizures of pyrotechnic devices increased by 75% from 2022, i.e. from 37 
cases to 66. Following the pattern seen in previous years, North Macedonia had the highest number 
of cases, nearly doubling the number of pyrotechnics seizures for the second consecutive year, from 
33 in 2022 to 47 in 2023. Montenegro reported nine such cases, while other jurisdictions 
documented five or fewer cases.
As in 2022, the majority of these seizures (77% or 51 cases) occurred in December. In terms of 
macrolocation, these seizures were more prevalent in urban areas (45 cases) than in rural areas (22 
cases). In terms of microlocation, pyrotechnic devices were most frequently seized at homes (25 
cases), shops/markets (17 cases), and streets (12) in contrast to 2022, when streets were the most 
common microlocation.
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2.7.1 Seizures of hand grenades

2.7.2 Seizures of pyrotechnic devices

Seizures of pyrotechnic devices by jurisdiction and year
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In 2023, there were reports of 231 cases involving the seizure of automatic/military-grade weapons, 
which is 25% more than in the previous year. The increase was reflected in all jurisdictions, with the 
most significant rise observed in North Macedonia and Montenegro, where these seizures rose by
four and two times, respectively. Bosnia and Herzegovina also experienced a substantial increase.

Kosovo (66 cases), Albania (51 cases), and Bosnia and Herzegovina (50 cases) had the highest 
number of seizures involving automatic / military-grade weapons, which is consistent with the trends 
from previous years.

Automatic/military-grade weapons were the only type of weapon seized in 128 cases, 16% more than 
in 2022.

The cases in which these weapons were seized together with other types of SALW also rose by 35%, 
from 75 cases in 2022 to 103 cases in 2023. An increase in this category was documented in all 
jurisdictions.

14

2.8 Automatic / Military-grade weapons

Location 2022 2023 2022 2023

Albania 27 37 21 14

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

23 25 15 25

Kosovo 46 41 18 25

Moldova 1 2

Montenegro 1 4 11 18

North Macedonia 3 11 1 6

Serbia 9 10 9 13

Total 110 128 75 103

Cases in which 
only automatic 
/ military-grade 
weapons were 

seized

Cases in which 
automatic/ 

military-grade 
weapons were 

seized  with 
multiple types 

of SALW

Seizures of automatic / military-grade weapons by year and jurisdiction

In 2023, there were 75 reported cases of AK-47 seizures, which is a 23% increase from the 
previous year. 


Kosovo reported the majority of these cases (37), with Albania following closely behind with 34 
cases, as was the case in 2022. One such case was reported in each of the other jurisdictions.
 
The seizure of AK-47s as a single type of weapon occurred in 52 cases, while 23 seizures 
involved other types of SALW.
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Seizures of gas pistols in 2023 increased by 21% in comparison to 2022, from 105 to 127 cases. The 
substantial increases were documented in Montenegro, with a rise from 1 to 13 cases, and in Serbia (15 
cases), where the incidents doubled. A minor increase was also noticed in North Macedonia, with 19 
cases.

These seizures in Bosnia and Herzegovina (14 cases) were nearly reduced by half in comparison to 
2022, when this jurisdiction ranked second in terms of gas pistol seizures.  For the second consecutive 
year, seizures of gas pistols were not reported in Albania.

When the type of gas pistol was specified, Zoraki gas pistols were the most commonly seized, with 21 
reported cases, most of which occurred in Kosovo (13 cases). Ekol gas pistols followed with 17 cases, 
mainly reported in Kosovo (8 cases) and North Macedonia (7 cases).

15

2.9 Gas pistols, air guns and fake/toy guns

Seizures of gas pistols by jurisdiction  in 2023

Number of recorded weapon seizures
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Seizures of air guns by jurisdiction  in 2023

The seizures of air guns increased by 19% in 2023, i.e. from 73 cases in 2022 to 87 in 2023.  The 
increase was reflected in several jurisdictions, including Albania, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and 
Serbia.
Moldova, which ranked first in terms of air gun seizures in 2022, experienced a 28% drop in 2023.
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Kosovo also recorded a 25% and 18% decline, respectively.
In 2023, the highest number of air gun seizures was reported by Serbia (17 cases), Kosovo (14), and 
Albania and Moldova, each with 13 cases.
The seizures of air guns as a single type of weapon rose from 28 cases in 2022 to 39 cases in 2023. 
A modest increase was also seen in seizures of air guns along with other types of weapons, 
amounting to 48 cases.
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Seizures of fake/toy guns by jurisdiction in 2023
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Cases involving the seizure of five or more weapons (with or without ammunition) were reported in 83 
cases across the region, 20% more than the number reported in 2022 (69). Albania (8), Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (13), and Kosovo (13) reported a similar number of these cases as in 2022, despite a slight
decrease. Other jurisdictions saw a rise in these cases, with Moldova, North Macedonia, and Serbia 
experiencing the most significant increases,

2.10 Large weapon seizures 
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Large weapon seizures by jurisdiction by year 

3 Law enforcement may be authorize to seize a fake/toy gun if it is used in a manner that could threaten public safety. These cases 
may involve displaying/brandishing of fake/toy guns, their use in armed robberies, for intimidation, etc. 
Such weapons may also be seized if found in the course of investigations either as evidence or as a preventive measure.

The number of recorded seizures of fake/toy guns   increased from 5 cases in 2022 to 8 in 2023. 
In 2022, all cases occurred in Kosovo, while in 2023, Serbia (3) had the majority of these cases, while 
other jurisdictions documented 1 case each. North Macedonia did not report fake / toy gun seizures.

Fake/toy guns were more commonly seized as a single type of weapon (6 cases) than in 
combination with other types of SALW (2 cases).

3
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2.11 Seizure of weapon parts and components

Apart from weapons and ammunition, law enforcement agencies frequently seize weapon parts and 
components. Following the patterns from previous years, magazines remained the most seized 
component, being reported in 402 cases, 16% increase from 2022 (347 cases). Continuing the trend 
from 2022, Kosovo had the highest number of magazine seizures, with 164 cases. 

Optical sights were another commonly seized weapon part, with 33 cases being reported, of which 12 
cases were reported in Montenegro.
 
Twelve cases involved the seizure of silencers.
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A perpetrator refers to any individual from whom a firearm/explosive/ammunition, as well as weapon 
components and parts, were seized by law enforcement owing to illegal possession, lack of proof of 
ownership, voluntary surrender, or as crime scene evidence.
 
In 2023, a total of 1,830 persons were reported as perpetrators in weapons seizures, revealing a 7% 
increase from 2022, when 1,706 perpetrators were reported. The AVMP data highlights a strongly 
gendered aspect of weapon seizures, with men comprising the majority of perpetrators whose sex 
was recorded.
 
In 88% of cases (1,484 cases), the perpetrators were reported as caught, while in 10% of cases (173 
cases) the perpetrators remained unknown. The perpetrators were known but not caught in 2% of the 
cases (22 cases). 
  
  3.1 Perpetrators by sex and age

3. Perpetrators

Out of the 1,830 perpetrators, the sex was reported for 1,612 (88%) perpetrators. Among them, 1,578 
(98%) were men, and 34 (2%) were women. The sex was not specified for 218 (12%) perpetrators. 
Nearly the same pattern was also observed in 2022.
 
Men, as the prevalent perpetrators in weapon seizures, acted independently in 1,157 cases, while in 
others, they collaborated with other men or women.
 
A total of 34 women perpetrators were reported. As sole perpetrators, women were involved in 19 
weapon seizures, while in 15 other cases, they acted with one or more men/women.
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According to the available age data, perpetrators of the two prevalent age groups (19-35 and 36-60) 
were significantly represented in seizures of all types of weapons. However, differences exist in the 
types of weapons associated with each group.

Thus, handguns were more frequently seized from perpetrators aged 19-35 than those aged 36-60, as 
well as gas pistols and air guns.

Rifles/shotguns, explosives, and automatic/military-grade weapons were more commonly seized from 
those aged 36-60 than those in the age group 19-35. In addition, perpetrators aged 36-60 showed a 
higher likelihood of being associated with seizures of multiple types of SALW and ammunition. A 
similar pattern was documented in 2022, with a shift regarding automatic/military-grade weapons and 
ammunition, which were more frequently seized from those aged 19-35.

Among perpetrators aged 18 and younger, 30% (19 individuals) were reported in relation to handgun 
seizures, marking a decrease from 22 individuals reported in 2022. This age group also saw a reduced 
involvement in seizures of automatic/military-grade weapons and an increased involvement in 
seizures of gas pistols.

Perpetrators aged 61 and older were primarily reported in the seizures of multiple types of SALW (38% 
or 45 individuals). This age group also had a significant number of perpetrators connected to seizures 
of rifles (23) and explosive devices (20). Compared to 2022, their involvement in the seizure of 
automatic/military-grade weapons increased.

Men of all age groups dominate as perpetrators in weapon seizures. Women were mainly connected to 
the seizures of handguns (11), multiple types of SALW (5) and explosives (5).

3.2 Perpetrators by age 
The age data was specified for 1,044 (57%) perpetrators in weapon seizure. The predominant age 
groups among these perpetrators were 36-60 years old, with 456 perpetrators, and 19-35 years old, 
with 407 perpetrators. This trend was similar in 2022, although the difference between these groups 
was less pronounced, with 414 perpetrators aged 19-35 and 413 aged 36-60.
 
As observed in previous years, perpetrators aged 19-35 were the most common in Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo and Moldova. On the other hand, those aged 36-60 were more dominant in 
Montenegro, Serbia and North Macedonia.
 
Overall, the number of perpetrators increased across most age groups from 2022 to 2023, with the 
most prominent rise seen in the 61 and older age group, from 60 to 117. Perpetrators falling under this 
age group were mainly reported in North Macedonia (34), followed by Albania (21), Montenegro (19) 
and Serbia (17).
 
A total of 64 perpetrators were 18 and younger, with Kosovo (19), Albania (15) and Serbia (14) reporting 
the most of them. 
 
Age was not reported for 786 (43%) of the perpetrators. Kosovo and Bosnia and Herzegovina reported 
a significantly high number of perpetrators with unknown age data (520 and 105, respectively).

Perpetrators by age and sex in 2022
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4.1 Macrolocation

Macrolocation data for 2022 and 2023 revealed that urban areas experienced approximately twice 
as many weapon seizures as rural areas.
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This trend was consistent across the region, with the exception of Moldova, where a higher 
number of weapon seizures occurred in rural areas, mirroring the pattern observed in 2022. 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia continued to report a higher disparity between 
weapon seizures in urban and rural than in other jurisdictions.
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4. Macro and micro location
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4.2 Microlocation

In 2023, the micro-location data was reported for 1,276 weapon seizures, representing 76% of 
cases. No such information was provided for 403 (24%) weapon seizures.

The microlocation data for 2023 shows a continuation of trends from previous years, with certain 
changes. Thus, most weapon seizures occurred at homes/yards (758 or 59%), marking a 25% rise 
from 2022. With 320 (25%) cases, streets remained the second most reported microlocation of 
weapon seizures, despite a 7 % drop compared to 2022. A total of 98 cases (8%) occurred in the 
forests/fields/uninhabited areas, slightly fewer than in 2022. The number of weapon seizures in 
public buildings increased from 69 in 2022 to 77 in 2023.

Homes and yards were the predominant microlocations for weapon seizures across all jurisdictions, 
with Kosovo (188), North Macedonia (144) and Montenegro (124) reporting the highest number of these 
cases.
Streets were the second most common microlocation for weapon seizures in all jurisdictions except 
Moldova.
Similar to previous years, weapon seizures occurring in the forest and fields mostly involved cases of 
accidentally found explosive devices (42) or hunting-related cases (21).
Weapon seizures in public buildings mainly occurred in customs offices (6) and airports(11). Consistent 
with previous years, Moldova (16) reported the majority of weapon seizures at the borders.
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