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About the project 
Ethiopia is one of the fastest-growing countries in the world 
with an annual economic growth of approximately 11%. As 
a party to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC), Ethiopia remains committed 
to an ambitious contribution towards the Paris Agreement 
goals of containing the global average temperature increase 
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and pursuing efforts to 
limit temperature increases to 1.5°C. Given the devastating 
impacts that climate change is already having on our people, 
environment, and economy, immediate global climate action 
must be taken to increase climate resilience and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

As it is represented in the updated Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC), even if the country is committed to global 
efforts of reducing Greenhouse Has (GHG) emissions by 
68.8% in 2030 through its Climate Resilient Green Economy, 
it lacks the proper technical and institutional capacity to 
adhere to the Paris Agreement Frameworks. This challenge 
will inhibit the country from benefiting from the financial and 
technological flows that have been identified as critical in 
the attainment of the country’s ambition to become middle-
income by 2025. 

Considering these facts, the Capacity Building Program 
to comply with the Paris Agreement and implement its 
transparency requirement at the national level project is 
designed to close the existing technical and institutional 
capacity challenges by enhancing institutional and technical 
capacity related to climate transparency in Ethiopia through 
training and the development of guidelines.

Project Title:         �Capacity-Building Program to 
Comply with the Paris Agreement 
and Implement its Transparency 
Requirements at the National Level 
(CBIT)

Donor:		      Global Environment Facility (Gef)

Project duration:  November 2019-April 2024

Budget:                 USD 1,166,000

Regions:                �Federal level

Implementing 
partners:               �FDRE Environmental Protection 

Authority (EPA) 

Contribution to  
SDGs: 
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Objective of the project
By 2020, key Government Institutions at Federal and Regional levels, including cities, will be able to plan, implement, and 
monitor priority climate Change mitigation and adaptation actions and sustainable resource management.

Progress against project outcome

Outcome 1: Strengthened institutional capacity for 
transparency-related activities

Outcome 2: Strengthened technical capacity for 
transparency-related activities, including tracking progress 
towards attaining NDC

Created strong partnership with 15 
Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) 
implementing Ministries to support the 
implementation of the strategy through 
the permanent inter-ministerial body/
organization.

845 (597M, 248F) experts have been 
capacitated in MRV database System

Third National Communication and Biennial 
Update Report of Ethiopia prepared & 
submitted to UNFCCC

Guideline produced on the formulation 
of the GHG emission mitigation policy 
measures and distributed to Sectors. 
(Waste, Biofuels, and Railway Transit 
Sectors).

A total of 31 billion tree seedlings have been 
planted under the green legacy initiative. In 
connection with this afforestation program, 
the Forest Development Sector has started 
to use Tier-2 Methods for the Measurement 
and Reporting of GHG from the Forest 
Sector.

The First Biennial Update Report (BUR1) 
of Ethiopia was developed to support 
Ethiopia’s goal of fostering growth 
through green technologies and pursuing 
sustainable development at all levels.

Supported the establishment of Measuring 
Reporting and Verification (MRV) of GHG 
emissions in the renewable energy sector 
of Ethiopia.

Supported the development of a GHG 
emission reduction report for the year 
2018 for Oromia Regional State and Dire 
Dawa City administration, which is used as 
a baseline for GHG inventory.

The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions 
inventory database system is completed in 
partnership with the EU-supported projects 
at the federal level, and it is now under the 
trial phase.

3 Universities (Haramaya, Wondogenet, and 
Addis Ababa) are engaged in supporting 
the Federal and Regional Environmental 
Protection Authority in the development 
of national greenhouse gas inventories, 
accounting, and reporting of (GHG) 
mitigation actions. 

Developed a GHG quality assurance and 
quality control (QA/QC) plan and procedure, 
which is useful for the GHG inventory, and 
distributed it to all key sectors to serve as 
a working document.
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Key Challenges 
	⊲ Though the project has galvanized strong 

partnerships with key institutions and achieved 
significant results, some of the results were affected 
by restructuring within various ministries that 
weakened the workforce capacity dedicated to MRV 
and climate change-related issues. 

	⊲ High turnover of experts in the government 
institutions. 

Lesson Learned 
The project supported the development of two 
important documents country level: the Third National 
Communication (TNC) and the Biennial Update Report 
(BUR), which showed a step forward in realizing Ethiopia’s 
goal of fostering growth through green technologies 
and pursuing sustainable development at all levels. Both 
documents showed Ethiopia’s commitment and conversant 
of climate actions internationally, and it was the first time 
Ethiopia submitted the Biennial Update Report (BUR) to 
UNFCCC.  

Working closely with the concerned stakeholders helped 
in achieving the intended project goals and ensuring 
transparency. This approach gave the project access to 
EPA stakeholders and line ministries and helped to create 
smooth communication and good working relationships. It 
also enabled the project to connect with the regions and 
zones.

The continuous capacity building in IPCC software 2006, 
the Paris Agreement, and transparency strengthened the 
technical skills of experts to measure and report GHG 
transparently. The project has provided training for the 
federal and regional government experts on the 2006 IPCC 
software and transparency framework, and it helped experts 
to collect GHG (Greenhouse Gasses) data from Woreda, 
Zonal, and regional levels and report to EPA transparently, 
which finally contributed to produce the Third National 
Communication (TNC) and Biennial Update Report (BUR).

         �www.undp.org/ethiopia 
 
@UNDPEthiopia 
 
UNDPinEthiopia 
 
communication.et@undp.org
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