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Executive Summary

The Paris Agreement promotes a bottom-up approach to global emissions reductions
by requiring the submission of increasingly progressive Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs). While these climate goals can be enhanced through utilizing the
three instruments found in Article 6, Article 6.2 is the only one operational hitherto.
However, although the purpose of this modality of cooperation is to promote emissions
abatement in a manner that is aligned with environmental integrity and sustainable
development, the limited literature on the topic only addresses issues regarding cost-
effectiveness.

Against this backdrop, this paper assesses whether Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement
promotes environmental integrity and sustainable development. To this end, it
conducts a brief case study on Ghana, specifically analyzing the role of national carbon
frameworks, bilateral agreements, and project pipelines. By doing so, it offers
exploratory evidence that Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement is conducive to the two
principles of environmental integrity and sustainable development. Finally, the study
concludes by summarizing and providing recommendations for purchasing countries
interested in engaging in this topic.
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1. Research Background

The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reports the world will
experience a median temperature rise of 2.8 degrees Celsius under current climate
ambitions (2023). Similarly, while the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) projects an average global temperature rise of 2.1to 2.8 degrees
Celsius (2023), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has released an
estimate of 2.5 to 2.9 degrees Celsius (2023). In fact, given the severely insufficient
nature of the climate finance needed to deliver on these commitments, these numbers
may even represent a conservative estimate. As these projections exceed the safety
thresholds of 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius, the Earth may soon reach the tipping points that
will trigger the positive feedback loops leading to a vicious cycle of irreversible
planetary changes.

This is concerning as climate change is often viewed to be the defining development
challenge of our time. This is because climate change compounds and cascades risks
related to the economic, social, environmental, and peace pillars of sustainable
development, which is defined in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) as “Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (United Nations, 2015).” For
example, it is well documented that climate change reduces GDP growth, exacerbates
health risks, accelerates pollution and biodiversity loss, and even contributes to
creating conditions conducive to violence (Stern, 2006; WHO, 2021; UNFCCC, 20224a;
UNEP, n.d.).

Going further, given that vulnerability is a function of exposure, sensitivity, and adaptive
capacity (IPCC, 2007), these repercussions are felt disproportionally between and
within nations. Accordingly, 80% of the risks instigated by climate change will target the
developing countries that have contributed the least to its advent (Bird & Glennie, 2011).
Going further, these harms will affect the most vulnerable individuals in these countries,
which occur in the short term through natural disasters and in the long term through
various forms of environmental slow violence (IPCC, 2023).

Against this backdrop, the international community has made collective efforts to
overcome this challenge. Building on the general framework of UNFCCC, this began
with the Kyoto Protocol (UNFCCC, 1997), which established a top-down system of
‘targets and timetables’ that required the developed countries to lead global abatement
efforts through Article 3. To this end, the agreement required the countries stipulated



in Annex Il to reduce their emissions of six Greenhouse Gases (GHGs),? which

aggregated to an average 5/
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