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Brief Description 

Liberia’s development trajectory is still work in progress and requires multidimensional sustainable 
capacity development initiatives. For instance, centralization of political and economic power in the capital 

– Monrovia, and inadequate provision of services and infrastructure at the local levels have produced 

uneven development patterns across Liberia since the founding of the country.  Governance centralization 
has historically been a major challenge to sustainable development since the founding of Liberia 172 years 

ago1. The system of governance and public administration has always been excessively centralized in 

Monrovia and has not allowed citizen participation in local governance. This may have resulted into civil 
uprisings in the 1970s, the military dictatorship of the 1980s and the 14 years of civil wars between 1989 

and 2003.  

Consequently, Liberia’s national development plan, the Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and Development 

(PAPD) was launched in 2018 and covers the period July 2018-June 2023. The PAPD is a framework for 

inclusion, more equitable distribution of the country’s national wealth, and a rights-based approach to 
national development. The PAPD renewed the country’s commitment to peace and equitable growth, as 

Liberia continues to emerge from years of conflict, the Ebola crisis and the resultant economic downturn2. 

Currently, Liberia faces multiple development challenges3 including high inflation, declining global 
commodity prices, growing foreign debt and import dependency4, which continue to slow economic 

growth5 and reduce fiscal space6 for basic service delivery and the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. Acute poverty and vulnerability in Liberia are a result of entrenched social and 

economic inequalities and exclusion. More than half of the country’s 4.7 million people7 live below the 
poverty line8 and marginalization remain deeply entrenched9. In 2018, 71.2 per cent of Liberians 

experienced multidimensional poverty10, with 33.2 per cent severely poor and 20.4 per cent vulnerable and 

slipping back into poverty11. 

Liberia completed the implementation of the first phase of the Decentralization Programme in 2019.  Results 
expected to accrue from the Liberia Decentralization Support Programme (LDSP) Phase II (2020-2024) are 

inclusive governance, provision of basic services and allocation of authority and resources at the most 

appropriate levels of government. Centralization of governance has compromised popular participation in 

                                                
1 Liberia became an independent country in 1847 when five settler communities formed by repatriates from the United States declared the newly 

independent republic in the face of challenges to their sovereignty from local rulers and the colonial neighbors—France and Britain. Through a series 

of negotiated peace treaties and deeds of cession made with the local rulers over the next three decades to  end  recurrent  contests over land  boundaries  

and  control  of resources and to improve trading relations, the 16 nations and 5 settler communities were brought into the new body politic under an  

arrangement  that  allowed a  dual  system of  governance  to prevail—one for the five settlement areas another for the provinces. 
2 World Bank, FY19-FY24 Country Partnership Framework, 2018. 
3 Liberia Common Country Assessment, 2018. 
4 World Bank, FY19-FY24 Country Partnership Framework, 2018. 
5 International Monetary Fund 2019 Article IV Mission to Liberia: https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/03/08/pr1971-imf-

staff- completes-2019-article-iv-mission-to-liberia 
6 Africa Economic Outlook (2017). 
7 United Nations Population Division, 2017 
8 Liberia Institute for Statistics and Geo-Information Services, Liberia Household Income and Expenditure Survey, 2016. 
9 Poverty stands at 71.6 per cent in rural areas and 31.5 per cent in urban areas. 
10 UNDP multidimensional poverty data 2018. 
11 UNDP Human Development Report, 2018. 
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