
CONTEXT

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are important 
for the development of local communities, but 
they still face challenges that limit their ability 
to positively impact the quality of life of citizens. 
Local governments (LGs) provide sizeable public 
funding to CSOs, but the disbursement is often 
not based on clear and transparent criteria, mon-
itoring of awarded funds is not performed, and 
effects are not measured nor adequately com-
municated to the public. Also, as a consequence 
of incompatibility of the educational system with 
the labour market, the young have limited job op-
portunities. This has resulted in high levels of em-
igration.

The Regional Programme on Local Democracy in 
the Western Balkans 2 (ReLOaD2) builds on good 
practices of the Regional Programme on Local De-
mocracy in the Western Balkans (ReLOaD, 2017-
2020) and Local Democracy Strengthening Proj-
ect (LOD, 2009-2016), funded by the European 
Union (EU).

GOAL

To strengthen democracies and the EU integration 
in the Western Balkans by empowering civil society 
and encouraging young people to actively take part 
in the decision-making process, and by improving a 
supportive legal and financial environment for civil 
society.

FOCUS

•	 Strengthening partnerships between LGs and 
civil society, by scaling a successful model of 
transparent project funding of CSOs (LOD Meth-
odology) from LGs budgets, in order to improve 
the provision of services in local communities.

•	 Encouraging local authorities to use public 
funding of CSOs in a transparent and develop-
ment-oriented manner, recognizing local needs 
and adopting a project-based approach.

•	 Promoting the engagement of youth and pro-
viding support to the implementation of youth 
initiatives, while also working to improve their 
economic prospects in partner LGs.

•	 Providing support in implementing youth initia-
tives, as well as improving economic perspective 
of the young people in partner local self-govern-
ments.
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RESULTS

5 local self-governments (LSGs) participated in the 
first phase of the project: Dimitrovgrad, Kraguje-
vac, Kuršumlija, Paraćin and Šabac, while 7 LSGs 
are participating in the second: Babušnica, Vladičin 
Han, Vrnjačka Banja, Kruševac, Novi Sad, Subotica 
and Topola;

An analysis of mechanisms for funding civil society 
organisations (CSOs) was done in all 12 LSGs;

Over 50 representatives from 12 LSGs completed 
5 training modules on project management and 
application of the methodology for transparent 
funding of CSOs (LOD methodology);

Representatives of 300 CSOs completed project 
management training;

74 civil society initiatives received financial 
support for implementation in practice, which will 
benefit 13,000 citizens;

23 young people completed training on the topics 
of human rights, Sustainable Development Goals, 
business and assertive communication, and were 
then engaged on volunteer contracts of the United 
Nations (UNV) in local institutions. Contributing to Sustainable 
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