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ABBREVIATIONS 
AND MPI GLOSSARY

CAPI  Computer-assisted personal interviewing data entry

CBT  Community Based Targeting 

Child MPI Child Multidimensional Poverty Index

CSPro  Census and Survey Processing System 

DDU  Data Demand and Use strategy

EAs  Enumeration areas 

FCT  Federal Capital Territory of Abuja

FIES  Food Insecurity Experience Scale

GDP  Gross Domestic Product 

HCI  Human Capital Index 

HDI  Human Development Index 

LGA  Local Government Area 

MFBNP  Federal Ministry of Finance, Budget and National Planning 

MPI  Multidimensional Poverty Index

MPIS  Multidimensional Poverty Index Survey 2021/2022

NASSCO  National Social Safety-Nets Coordinating Office 

National MPI  National Multidimensional Poverty Index

NBS  National Bureau of Statistics 



vii Abbreviations and MPI glossary

NLSS  Nigerian Living Standard Survey 

NPRGS  National Poverty Reduction with Growth Strategy 

NSR  National Social Register 

OPHI  Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, University of Oxford

OSSAP-SDG  Office of the Special Adviser to the President on SDG 

PMT  Proxy Means Testing 

PVHH  Poor and vulnerable household 

PLWD  Person living with a disability 

SDGs  Sustainable Development Goals

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

VNRs  Voluntary National Reviews 

WASH  Water, sanitation and hygiene 

MPI glossary

Incidence of Nigeria The percentage of the population who are multidimensionally poor. Value ranges from  

MPI 0 to 100%. Sometimes called the headcount ratio.

Intensity of Nigeria The average percentage of weighted deprivations which poor people are experiencing,    

MPI or, equivalently, the average deprivation score of poor people (ranges from 26% to  

 100% for the Nigeria MPI).

Nigeria  The MPI reflects the share of possible deprivations that poor people experience and the  
Multidimensional  value ranges from 0 to 1, with 0 reflecting zero poverty and 1 universal poverty and  
Poverty Index (MPI) deprivation. The aim of the Nigeria MPI (2022) is for this number to reduce over time.

Incidence of Nigeria The percentage of the population under 5 who are multidimensionally poor.  

Child MPI Value ranges from 0 to 100%. Sometimes called the headcount ratio.

Intensity of Nigeria The average percentage of weighted deprivations which poor children under 5 are  

Child MPI experiencing or, equivalently, the average deprivation score of poor children under 5  

 (ranges from 21% to 100% for the Nigeria Child MPI).

95% Confidence The range within which we can say with 95% certainty that the true value falls,  

interval considering sampling errors.
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Nigeria is a rich country with a booming population of over 200 million people. While this richness is an 

advantage, the country’s human development has, however, been severely impacted by multidimensional 
poverty.  

In 2015, President Muhammadu Buhari inherited an economy that was depressed, a people in dire need, 

and global poverty statistics that projected a steady descent into poverty. The government prioritised these 

issues by launching two key interventions, among other initiatives: first, the National Social Protection Policy, 
which serves as the guidebook for addressing inequalities, highlights the social benefits accruable to each 
citizen, and provides insights on public policy issues of distribution and protection, especially for the poor and 

vulnerable. The second was the establishment of the National Social Safety-Nets Project (NASSP), which has 

in its custody the largest number of identified poor and vulnerable households in Nigeria; the National Social 
Register (NSR)—over 12.8 million households, equivalent to 52 million individuals have so far been identified 

as of 30 September, 2022. 

These efforts have begun to pay off. The COVID-19 pandemic made clearer than ever the essence of such 
insightful data that the National Social Register (NSR) collects. To stall further decline into poverty because 

of the pandemic, the Rapid Response Register (RRR)—with about 6.8 million to date—was created as a sub-

registry of the NSR, and identified urban poor informal sector workers affected by the socio-economic shocks 
of the COVID-19. These registers were used to help identify beneficiaries of various interventions during the 
pandemic. 

In 2021, the government intensified its commitment to eradicating extreme poverty in Nigeria and accelerate 
a steady human capital growth when the Federal Executive Council (FEC) approved the launch of the National 

Poverty Reduction with Growth Strategy (NPRGS)—a 10-year programme to accelerate the reduction in poverty 

through economic growth, social protection programmes, and other sectors. The Nigeria Multidimensional 

Poverty Index (MPI) is one of the in-flight projects of the NPRGS. 

The Nigeria Multidimensional Poverty Index (2022) is a frontline effort at creating an evidence-based, Data 
Demand and Use strategy for achieving the Presidential mandate of lifting 100 million out of poverty in a 

decade. Furthermore, as it relates to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 Agenda, ‘leave no 

one behind’, it shows the interlinkages of deprivations experienced by poor people: No Poverty (SDG  1); 
Zero Hunger (SDG 2); Health and Well-being (SDG 3); Quality Education (SDG 4); Clean Water and Sanitation 

(SDG 6); Affordable and Clean Energy (SDG 7); and Sustainable Cities and Communities (SDG 11). The Nigeria 

FOREWORD
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MPI brings many concerns together into one headline measure and focuses on people who are being left 

behind in multiple SDGs at the same time. It is also reported as SDG Indicator 1.2.2.

Given these initiatives and especially because of MPI, Nigeria is on track to achieve the global targets of the 

SDGs as well as those set nationally. To ensure sustainability, the Nigeria MPI has since been adopted as the 

national measure for poverty that complements monetary measurements. This adoption is reflected in the 
National Development Plans (2021–26 and 2026–30), and the 10-year programme of the NPRGS. 

The MPI data in this report provide insightful information at national and state levels, placing at the disposal 

of actors and policymakers a tool to pinpoint levels of deprivations experienced by people up to senatorial 

districts, the kind of policy changes required for the reforms needed, and the need for State and private sector 

participation to move the needle with every targeted investment effort. The Nigeria MPI is thus positioned 
to play a pivotal role in the hands of discerning stakeholders: policymakers at various levels of government, 

academia, civil society and the public.

The Nigeria Poverty Map (NPM) has been created as a more user-friendly version of this report and visually 

presents the data findings for each indicator, State, senatorial district, and disaggregated analyses related to: 
children, gender, and people living with disabilities, among others.  

Prince Clem Ikanade Agba

Honourable Minister of State for Budget and National Planning

Federal Ministry of Finance, Budget and National Planning

Federal Republic of Nigeria

November 2022
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NIGERIA POVERTY MAP

The Nigeria Poverty MAP (NPM) Dashboard is an interactive dashboard that has been created as a more 

user-friendly version of this report and visually presents the data findings for each indicator, State, senatorial 
district and disaggregated analyses related to: children, gender and people living with disabilities, among 

others. The NPM will enable users to more easily explore and understand how different indicators contribute 
to poverty in Nigeria.

The Nigeria Poverty Map can be accessed at www.nigeriapovertymap.com and via this QR code:

http://www.nigeriapovertymap.com
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Context

Home to over 200 million people, Nigeria is the most populous country on the African continent and the 

seventh largest in the world. The United Nations forecasts that the population will double by 2050, making it 

the third largest country in the world (UNDESA, 2019). Given Nigeria’s size and growth potential, the pressure 
to safeguard and improve the lives of its citizens is significant. 

Nigeria was still recovering from its 2016 economic recession when another recession hit in 2020 due to the 

effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, further derailing its economic recovery. While the COVID-19 regulatory 
measures implemented in Nigeria helped to control the spread of the virus, many of these necessary and 

lifesaving measures had deleterious effects on livelihoods, health, human wellbeing, state–society relations 
and social harmony. The Nigerian economy has grown post-COVID, with the real Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) growth rate rising from -1.92% in 2020 to +3.40% in 2021. Despite this economic recovery, the lingering 

impact of the 2020 recession has undermined household welfare and exacerbated poverty and vulnerability.

In August 2019, the President of Nigeria committed to empowering an additional 100 million people to escape 

extreme poverty by 2030. This means that, on average, 10 million people must be lifted out of poverty each 

year, starting from 2020. With the adverse impact of COVID-19 on livelihoods, and unemployment, this 

challenge has become even more important. 

It is within this context that the Nigeria MPI (2022) survey was conducted across the 109 senatorial districts, 

establishing a baseline for the local government area (LGA) survey due in 2023, and future two-yearly national 

surveys. 

The structure of the Nigeria MPI (2022)

In 2018, Nigeria published its first national MPI, constructed by the National Bureau of Statistics, in the Human 
Development Report (UNDP, 2018). However, subsequent consultations with stakeholder groups concluded 

that additional indicators were needed to accurately reflect poverty following the pandemic—including 
among children. The Nigeria MPI (2022) survey questionnaire therefore included additional variables 

that were relevant given the new context and national priorities—such as food security, water reliability, 

underemployment, security shocks, school lag and child deprivations.1

1  Full descriptions of the 2022 indicators are in Chapter 2.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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The Nigeria MPI (2022) has four dimensions: health, education, living standards, and work and shocks. The 

number of indicators, and their ambition, have increased. Security shocks were raised in consultations and 

have been added to the work dimension, which also now includes underemployment. Food security and 

time to healthcare have been added to the health dimension. School lag has been added to the education 

dimension as a proxy for quality, and water reliability added to living standards. 

The Nigeria MPI (2022) also has a linked Child MPI. This Child MPI extends the Nigeria MPI to include 

appropriate indicators for children under 5, by adding a fifth dimension of child survival and development. This 
additional dimension contains eight vital aspects of early childhood development in physical and cognitive 

domains—including severe undernutrition, immunisation, intellectually stimulating activities, and preschool. 

While it does not offer individual-level data, it uncovers additional children who according to the extra 
dimension should qualify as multidimensionally poor. Figures 1a and 1b outline the Nigeria MPI (2022) and 

linked Child MPI, respectively.

Figure 1a: Nigeria MPI (2022) diagram

Figure 1b: Nigeria Child MPI (2022) diagram
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Sixty-three percent of people—133 

million—are multidimensionally poor.

• The Nigeria MPI is 0.257, showing that poor 

people in Nigeria experience just over one-

quarter of all possible deprivations. The 

value ranges from 0 to 1, with 0 reflecting 
zero poverty and 1 universal poverty and 

deprivation. The aim of the Nigeria MPI (2022) 

is for this number to reduce over time.

Over half of the population who are 

multidimensionally poor cook with 

dung, wood or charcoal, rather than 

cleaner energy. High deprivations 

are also apparent in sanitation, time 

to healthcare, food insecurity, and 

housing.

• Multidimensional poverty is higher in rural 

areas, where 72% of people are poor, 

compared to 42% of people in urban areas. 

Approximately 70% of Nigeria’s population 

live in rural areas, yet these areas are home 

to 80% of poor people; the intensity of rural 

poverty is also higher: 42% in rural areas 

compared to 37% in urban areas.

• Sixty-five percent of poor people—86 million—

live in the North, while 35%—nearly 

47 million—live in the South.

• In a federal system, it is vital to understand 

the level of poverty by State. Poverty levels 

across States vary significantly, with the 
proportion of the population (incidence) living 

in multidimensional poverty ranging from a low 

of 27% in Ondo to a high of 91% in Sokoto. 

• In terms of the MPI value, which captures 

the proportion of poor people as well as the 

intensity of their poverty, the poorest states 

are Sokoto, Bayelsa, Jigawa, Kebbi, Gombe 
and Yobe, but we cannot say for sure which of 

these is the poorest, because statistically their 

confidence intervals (or the range within which 
the true value falls considering the sample) 

overlap. 

• Patterns of poverty also vary within States, 

with representative results available at the 

senatorial district level. As an example, in 

Kano State, the proportion of people who are 
poor ranges from 50% in Kano Central to 77% 

in Kano South. In terms of MPI composition, 

72% 42%

Rural

non-poor

MPI poor

Urban

non-poor

MPI poor

Nigeria MPI (2022)—Key results

Incidence of multidimensional poverty in Nigeria

MPI by State
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in three of the poorest districts—Kebbi South, 
Yobe South, and Sokoto North—deprivations 

in years of schooling and food security 

contribute most to MPI in Kebbi South, but in 
Yobe South and Sokoto North it is deprivations 

in school attendance. 

• The Nigeria MPI can be disaggregated by 

vulnerable populations, such as by disability 

status or children. Seventy one percent of 

people living in households with at least 

one person living with a disability (PLWD) 

are poor, compared to 62% of people living 
in households where no one is living with a 
disability. Two-thirds of children aged 0–17 
are poor (67.5%), compared to 58.7% of adults. 

This gives rise to the sobering reality that over 

half of all poor people (51%) are children.

• Indicator priorities vary quite widely between 

States with very similar poverty levels, so 

interventions should be tailored to the 

deprivation profiles of each State. For example, 
Kaduna and Bauchi are nearby to each other, 
have similar levels of MPI, but the composition 

of multidimensional poverty, in terms of the 

percentage contribution of each indicator 

to MPI, varies considerably. This suggests 

different prioritisations and poverty reduction 
strategies, tailored to the composition of 

multidimensional poverty in each state such 

as more focus on health and work and shocks 

indicators in Kaduna than in Bauchi. 

• In general, the incidence of monetary poverty 

is lower than the incidence of multidimensional 

poverty across most States. In Nigeria, 40% 
of people are poor according to the 2018/19 

national monetary poverty line, and 63% are 
multidimensionally poor according to the 

Nigeria MPI (2022).

• In total, 29% of all school-aged children are 

not attending school. This is closely linked 

to multidimensional poverty: 94% of all out-

of-school children are poor. Thus 27% of all 
school-aged children are both poor and out of 
school (with no significant gender disparities), 
making this a critical area in need of urgent 

investment.

The data profiles how many children 
live in households where there 

is inequality, with some children 

attending school and others not. 

Overall, 18% of poor school-aged 
children experience inequalities in 
their household, compared to 2% of 
non-poor school-aged children.

• While 6 out of 10 girls aged 12–17 are poor, 
among those in child marriages, approximately 

8 out of 10 are poor. The Nigeria MPI among 

married girls is also higher at 0.338, compared 

to 0.256 for girls who are not married. While the 

numbers are small, the differences in poverty are 
very high, emphasising the need to address child 

marriage and multidimensional poverty jointly.

• Gender disparities continue to greatly affect 
the overall population, with 1 in 7 poor people 
(19.1 million) living in a household in which a 

man has completed primary school, but no 

woman has done so.

• Across Nigeria, 4.4 million people, 2.1% of the 
population, live in households with a pioneer 

child—a child who has completed six years of 

schooling and lives in a household where no 

adult has completed six years of schooling.

71% 62%

29% 94%

School-age children

Out of 
school

Attending
school

Out-of-school children

non-poor

poor

80% 60%

0.338 0.256
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Child MPI—key results

Children are a strategic population of 

concern, as nearly half of all Nigerians 

are children under the age of 18.

• This report builds a linked Nigeria Child MPI for 

children under 5. This extends the Nigeria MPI 

by adding a fifth dimension of child survival 
and development, with eight child-focused 

indicators. All the children under 5 who are 

poor according to the Nigeria MPI are poor 

according to the Child MPI, which also reveals 

additional children as multidimensionally poor. 

Using the Child MPI, 83.5% of children under 
5 are poor (22.9 million). The incidence of 

multidimensional poverty— the proportion 

of the child population under 5 living in 

multidimensional poverty—is above 50% in 

all States, and greater than 95% in Bayelsa, 

Sokoto, Gombe and Kebbi.

• In the 10 poorest senatorial districts according 

to the Nigeria Child MPI, 91% to 99% of 
children under 5 are poor. These senatorial 

districts are Bayelsa West, Kebbi South, Yobe 
South, Sokoto North, Yobe North, Jigawa 

North East, Plateau South, Taraba North, Kebbi 
Central and Jigawa North West.

• The highest child-focused deprivations are 

in the indicator of child engagement—where 

over half of children under 5 are poor and lack 

the intellectual stimulation that is pivotal to 

early childhood development.

Child poverty is prevalent in rural 

areas, with almost 90% of rural 
children experiencing poverty.

The results analysed in this report are open 

source and available at the NPM website www.

nigeriapovertymap.gov.ng.Incidence of child poverty by State using 

the Nigeria Child MPI

http://www.nigeriapovertymap.gov.ng
http://www.nigeriapovertymap.gov.ng
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Policy implications

The Nigeria MPI (2022) is designed to be used as both a measurement and policy tool. Leadership and a 

strong commitment to this purpose are needed to ensure that the insights from the Nigeria MPI inform high-

impact policy responses. 

Potential policy uses include:

• Complementing monetary poverty measures. Both monetary and non-monetary poverty measures 

are needed to better inform policies intended to address the needs and deprivations faced by poor 

populations. 

Recommendation

Include the Nigeria MPI (2022) as an official monitoring indicator for the initiative lifting 100 million people 
out of poverty by 2030, to complement the monetary indicators.

Progress

In 2022, the Federal Executive Council approved the 2022–25 National Poverty Reduction with Growth 

Strategy (NPRGS) under which the MPI project is being implemented.

• Tracking and reporting Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Nigeria MPI (2022) can be reported 

under SDG Indicator 1.2.2 and can help look at interlinkages across several different SDGs. It shows the 
simultaneous deprivations of people sharing the same household that relate to SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

10 and 11.

Recommendation

Use the Nigeria MPI (2022) to report and share progress on poverty reduction via both the Global SDG 

Indicators Database (under Indicator 1.2.2) and Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs).

Progress

The Federal Ministry of Finance, Budget and National Planning (Budget and National Planning arm), under 

which the National MPI is being implemented, also coordinates VNRs in collaboration with the Office of 
the Special Adviser to the President on SDGs (OSSAP-SDG). 

The Nigeria MPI 2018 has been reported in the SDG global database under Indicator 1.2.2 which will be 

updated with the 2022 figures. 

The OSSAP-SDG, as part of the technical team of the MPI Data Demand and Use (DDU) strategy, have 

commenced alignment activities on the use of MPI data for the next VNR.

• Designing and coordinating policy. The Nigeria MPI can be used to coordinate and align different sectors 
and line ministries, as well as programmes and levels of government, so that responses to poverty can 

be integrated, multisectoral, and transversal. A possible first step in using the Nigeria MPI (2022) for 
policy is to map all relevant existing projects, programmes and policies against the MPI’s dimensions and 
indicators. 
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Recommendations

Prioritise and accelerate the implementation of existing national policies and action plans that have an impact 

on clusters of deprivations that are particularly high at a national or sub-national level, such as:

1. the National Multi-Sectoral Plan of Action for Food and Nutrition 2021–25, that will directly contribute 

to reducing deprivations in nutrition and food security, considering that:

a. nutritional deprivations are highest in North West.

b. food insecurity is relatively higher in urban areas and in South South.

2. the National Action Plan for the Revitalization of Nigeria’s Water Supply, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Sector, which will directly contribute to reducing deprivations in sanitation, water and water reliability, 

considering that:

a. deprivation in sanitation is high across all zones.

b. deprivation levels in water are highest in North Central, North East, North West and South South.

3. the National Home-Grown School Feeding Programme that aims to both improve the health and 

educational outcomes of primary school students, and contribute to stimulating local agricultural 

production and the empowerment of women.

4. N-Power, a scheme under the National Social Investments Programme of the Federal Government 

geared towards job creation, poverty alleviation and empowerment initiatives through volunteering 

services for young people.

Adopt a national strategy to accelerate the sustainable transition to clean cooking fuels and technologies, 

given that more than half of the population who are multidimensionally poor cook with dung, wood or 

charcoal.

• Targeting. By revealing not only who lives in poverty and where, but also how people are poor by each 

indicator, the Nigeria MPI (2022) provides valuable information to determine the beneficiaries of social 
programmes.

Recommendations

Set child poverty reduction as a top national priority, as more than half of all poor people are children. 

Early childhood development policies must be strengthened and accelerated. The nutrition of children 

under 5 must be prioritised as this population cannot wait; policies to increase school enrolment and 

attendance should also be prioritised, as should policies to end child marriage.

Alongside previous policy recommendations, prioritise interventions in rural areas, where 80% of all 

multidimensionally poor people live. 

Adopt a programme aimed at promoting employment and alleviating shocks for households with at least 

one PLWD. 

Continue to include MPI data in the National Social Register (NSR) to ensure that targeting takes into 

account people who are multidimensionally poor. 

Promote the Nigeria Poverty Map (NPM), accessible at www.nigeriapovertymap.gov.ng, so non-

governmental actors can access and use Nigeria MPI (2022) data to target their programmes.

Progress

The alignment of the Nigeria MPI (2022) and the NSR was a critical component of the design of the 

Nigeria MPI survey and its subsequent use. Beyond contracting the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) to 

conduct the survey, the Nigeria Social Safety-Nets Coordinating Office (NASSCO) has also launched an 
exercise to integrate the National MPI data with all State Social Registers.

http://www.nigeriapovertymap.gov.ng


xix Executive summary

• Planning and budgeting. The Nigeria MPI (2022) can be used as a tool to guide the allocation of 

resources at the national level—within sectors and ministries—as well as in States (LGAs), and senatorial 

districts, according to where the evidence shows deprivations. 

Recommendation

State governors should be encouraged and provided with the capacity to adopt MPI data for budgetary 

and planning purposes.

Progress

In addition to MPI data being used for the 2023 national budget, as part of the State embedding and 

DDU strategy of the Nigeria MPI (2022), the project is supporting six States during the 2023 budgeting 

process.

• Monitoring and evaluating policies. Through regular updates, the Nigeria MPI can be used to monitor 

multidimensional poverty over time, providing an overview of progress made in reducing poverty. 

Recommendation

The Nigeria MPI should be regularly updated, using an appropriate survey vehicle.

Integration of the Nigeria MPI (2022) with the National Monitoring and Evaluation Framework at the 

Ministry of Finance, Budget and National Planning (MFBNP) is essential.

• Strengthening governance. The Nigeria MPI (2022) has been designed to reflect and monitor policy 
priorities and can be used to improve the coordination of policy actors towards a common goal. 

Recommendation

Incorporate the Nigeria MPI into medium and long-term strategies (such as the National Development 

Plan) with appropriate targets.

Progress

Currently, the Nigeria MPI (2022) is embedded within the Medium-Term National Development Plans 

(2021–26 and 2026–30) as a measurement and policy tool for poverty reduction.

• Public–private partnerships and alliances. Proactively communicating the Nigeria MPI (2022) to relevant 

non-governmental actors can trigger innovative poverty reduction strategies and encourage public–

private partnerships and alliances driven by the Nigeria MPI.

Recommendation

Promote regular exchanges between government and non-government actors to strengthen a 

comprehensive response to reduce poverty.
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• South–South policy exchanges. By adopting the Nigeria MPI (2022), Nigeria will be able to exchange 

experiences with other countries, which will allow for a comparative analysis of poverty measurement.

Recommendation

Participate in the Multidimensional Poverty Peer Network (MPPN) to share experiences and learning, and 

to gain additional knowledge.

Nigeria has participated in the MPPN and in 2023, the Presidency hosted a high level side event at the 

77th United Nations General Assembly entitled ‘Driving Multidimensional Poverty Reduction to Secure 

Well-being for All.’

Additional policies and activities will be required in local areas and across time. The key principle is that the 

Nigeria MPI 2022 is designed to be used as both a measurement and policy tool. Leadership and a strong 

commitment to this purpose will mean that additional policy priorities will be advanced when circumstances 

require, so that poverty reduction is efficiently accelerated until poverty is eradicated.
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