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Abstract

This document summarizes the current state of migration in Chile and analyses some of the main changes that have 

taken place in the last 20 years. Based on a literature review and an analysis of secondary sources, it analyzes migration 

flows to Chile. The study focuses on the recent increase in the number of migrants entering through unauthorized 

border crossings in northern Chile and examines the situation of displaced people and those seeking refugee status, 

the majority of whom are Venezuelans. It looks at the core components of the migration policy implemented in recent 

years in Chile and examines the main changes in the conditions of entry to the country, which led to increased controls 

and restrictions on migration flows. It also describes the progress made on sector-specific policies for education, 

health and housing; analyses the effects of immigration on the country’s society and economy; and examines some 

of the factors addressed by the literature on the relationship between Chilean society and the foreign population. 

Finally, it puts forward some recommendations for public policymaking on migration in Chile.
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1. Introduction

In recent decades, Chile has become a major destination for migrants from certain Latin American countries. 
One of the reasons for this is the relative economic and political stability that the country has experienced since 
the return to democratic rule in 1990, which has led to more job opportunities and a more secure environment 
(Aninat and Vergara, 2019). Second, the deep economic, social and political crises that countries such as Haiti and 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela have experienced have caused steady outflows of their citizens to various 
international destinations. Third, the increased restrictions on migration imposed by the countries of the Global 
North (Canada, the United States, and countries in Europe), combined with the relatively greater ease of entry into 
Latin American countries, have redirected some of these movements within Latin America itself. Other factors 
contributing to this trend include geographical proximity, the lower cost of travel, the use of the same language 
and other similarities between the countries of origin and destination (Stefoni and Sánchez, 2021).

This growth in the migrant population has prompted a need for a migration policy that guarantees their inclusion 
in Chilean society. There are at least three core components to this: i) the regulation of entry and stay in the 
destination country; ii) the implementation of a policy of inclusion in the destination society that addresses certain 
specific aspects of migration; and iii) the development of mechanisms that promote the participation of the migrant 
population in the host society (de Lucas, 2003).

This document aims to provide a general diagnostic review of the current state of migration in Chile, analyse 
the measures and policies implemented over the last 20 years and describe the pending challenges affecting 
different sectors. The circumstances of the Venezuelan population are analysed in particular detail because this 
is the group that has grown the most in Chile in recent years and because there were a higher number of irregular 
entries of Venezuelan migrants during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The paper is based on a review of the existing literature and an analysis of the secondary information available 
in Chile. Section two, which follows this introduction, summarizes migration flows in Chile in recent years, 
examines their demographic contributions and provides an in-depth analysis of the growth of the Venezuelan 
population, the recent increase in arrivals through unauthorized entry points in the north of the country and 
the characteristics of the displaced and refugee populations. Section three reviews the main migration policies 
implemented in recent years in Chile at the national and local levels and the main changes to conditions for 
entering the country, which have led to a marked increase in controls and restrictions on migration. Section four 
analyses sectoral policy developments, looking specifically at education, health and housing policies. Section 
five examines the effects of migration on society and the Chilean economy, particularly its effects on the labour 
market, and reviews some of the factors addressed in the literature on the relationship between Chilean society 
and the foreign population. Finally, section six sets out some guidelines for the formulation of public policies to 
address the main migration policy-related challenges that Chile is facing.

2. Immigration flows in Chile between 2000 and 2021

Chile is one of the countries in Latin America and the Caribbean to have received the largest migrant population 
flows in recent years. Figure 1 shows that the percentage of the immigrant population in relation to the country’s 
total population has increased sevenfold in the last 40 years, going from 0.7 percent of the national population in 
1982 to 7.5 percent in 2020.
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Figure 1. Evolution of the resident migrant population in Chile (in number of people and as a percentage of the total 
population), 1982–2020
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Source: Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes (n.d.).
Note: INE stands for Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas (National Institute of Statistics), and DEM for Departamento de Extranjería y Migración (Department of Aliens and 
Immigration).

Although Chile has a low immigrant population relative to member countries of the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) (figure 2A), in 2019 it had the fourth-highest share of immigrants in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, after Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, and Argentina (figure 2B). Moreover, along 
with Colombia and Peru, Chile is one of the countries to have seen the largest increase in the ratio of foreigners to 
the native-born population between 2015 and 2019.
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Figure 2. Immigration rates in OECD and Latin American and Caribbean countries (in percentages), 2015–2019
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Source: United Nations (2019).
Note: The immigration rate expresses the percentage of the immigrant population relative to the country’s total population.

Figure 3 shows the evolution of the resident immigrant population in Chile from 2011 to 2020 by the six main 
countries of origin. The figure reveals three things. First, the stable upward trend in Peruvian population numbers. 
Secondly, the decline in the relative importance of the Argentinian community, which has gradually come to 
account for a smaller share in the total than previously, moving to sixth place by 2017. Third, the rapid increase 
in the Venezuelan and Haitian immigrant populations between 2015 and 2017, including the fact that the former 
became the largest community in Chile (constituting 24.2 percent of the total migrant population), outstripping the 
Peruvian community (22.2 percent of the total migrant population) for the first time in Chile’s history.
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Figure 3. Evolution of the migrant population by country of origin in Chile (numbers of people), 2011–2020
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Source: Compiled by the authors based on data from the National Socioeconomic Classification Survey (CASEN), 2011, 2013, 2015, 2017 and 2020.
Note: Calculations were made using regional expansion factors.

Canales identifies the countries of origin of the main groups of migrants in Chile today, namely Peru, Colombia, the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the Plurinational State of Bolivia, and Haiti, which together constitute 82 percent 
of the migration flows that arrived in Chile from Latin America and the Caribbean between 1992 and 2017 (Canales, 
2022, p. 17).

Given Chile’s specific geography, the regional distribution of the migrant population is another factor worth 
considering (see table 1). A National Institute of Statistics (INE) report noted that four regions had migrant population 
shares of over 10 percent in late 2018: Tarapacá (16.9 percent), Antofagasta (13.6 percent), Arica and Parinacota (10.4 
percent) and the Metropolitan Region (10.2 percent) (Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas, 2019). A comparison between 
the 2017 census and INE data from late 2018 reveals that migrant population shares have increased significantly, 
especially in the Antofagasta region, which moved from third to second place in a single year.
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Table 1. Distribution of the migrant population in Chile by region (in percentages), 2017

Migrant population Average years of education

Region Share Total Distribution Native-born population Migrant population

Region I Tarapacá 0.139 46,062 5.87% 12.21 11.50

Region II: Antofagasta 0.107 65,084 8.29% 12.62a 12.19a

Region III: Atacama 0.032 9,126 1.16% 12.02a 11.29a

Region IV: Coquimbo 0.021 15,739 2.01% 11.36 12.58

Region V: Valparaíso 0.025 44,636 5.69% 12.35 13.81

Region VI: O’Higgins 0.016 14,307 1.82% 11.19 12.89

Region VII: Maule 0.011 11,474 1.46% 10.78 14.18

Region VIII: Bio 0.008 16,995 2.17% 11.78 13.63

Region IX: Araucanía 0.013 12,080 1.54% 11.25 13.90

Region X: Los Lagos 0.014 11,353 1.45% 11.21a 12.21a

Region XI: Aysén 0.022 2,312 0.29% 11.50 12.50

Region XII: Magallanes 0.045 7,563 0.96% 12.28a 11.74a

Region XIII: Metropolitana 0.071 503,611 64.18% 12.53 13.76

Region XIV: Los Ríos 0.011 4,272 0.54% 11.49 13.79

Region XV: Arica 0.089 20,071 2.56% 12.39 9.47

Total 0.045 784,685 100.00% 12.03 13.44

Source: Compiled by the authors based on data on the regional distribution of the migrant population from the 2017 census and data on average years of education 
from the National Socioeconomic Classification Survey (CASEN), 2017.
a Statistically equivalent values under a test of means using a significance level of 5%.

In terms of its geographical distribution, the migrant population is concentrated in the Metropolitan Region (64.18 
percent), Antofagasta (8.29 percent), Tarapacá (5.87 percent) and Valparaíso (5.69 percent) (see table 1). It is important 
to note that in addition to the regions in which the migrant community accounts for a high proportion of the total 
population, migrants are also present in every region and practically every city in the country, regardless of their size. 
This represents a challenge for local governments, especially in small and medium-sized cities.

The last two columns of table 1 show how many years workers have spent in formal education, disaggregated by 
region and the origin of the population. At the national level, migrants have more years of education than the native-
born population (a difference of 1.41 years). This feature is specific to Chile (Martínez and Orrego, 2016) and points to 
the importance of designing policies to better leverage the potential of this human capital.

The growth of migration in Chile has had a major impact on the country’s demographic profile. In recent decades, 
Chile has experienced a significant drop in fertility levels and a rapid decline in mortality rates due to the health policies 
implemented during the 20th Century (Canales, 2022). The immediate consequences of these transformations have 
been changes in the country’s age structure, the ageing of the population and the emergence of various demographic 
imbalances. As Canales (2022) points out, there is a population deficit among certain age groups, specifically those 
under 30, which is too small to ensure the intergenerational reproduction of the Chilean population.
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In this context, the current wave of migration becomes a key factor insofar as it contributes to social and demographic 
dynamics by increasing the size of the working- and reproductive-age population. Canales is clear on this point. While 
between 1990 and 2000 immigration contributed 1.1 percent to population growth in Chile, this percentage rose to 
8.7 percent between 2000 and 2010, before soaring to 35.2 percent between 2010 and 2020 (Canales, 2022, p. 27).

Migration also contributes to offsetting or reducing the drop in total births caused by lower fertility rates among 
the national population. This does not mean that migrant women have more children than Chilean women, but rather 
that their fertility rate is higher because the migrant population is younger, on average, so a larger share of migrant 
women are of reproductive age. In contrast, the age distribution of Chilean women is older, so there are fewer women 
of reproductive age, which translates into a lower relative number of births.

In terms of age structure, 85.8 percent of the migrant population is in the 15-64 age group, which is 17.9 percentage 
points higher than for the native-born population (67.9 percent) (Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas, 2018). The share 
of older people among the migrant population is lower (only 3.6 percent of the total immigrant population is aged 65 
and over), as is the share of those aged 0–14. This age group constitutes 10.6 percent of the total migrant population, 
which is lower than the share of this group in the local population (20.3 percent) (Stefoni and Sánchez, 2021). In other 
words, migrants in Chile are a young, working-age population.

Turning to women’s participation in migration, the data indicates that they slightly outnumber men overall (the total 
masculinity index for the country as a whole is 97.8—that is, there are 97.8 men for every 100 women).3 However, the 
migrant population varies by region and nationality. Canales (2022) notes that migration to Chile from Europe, North 
America, Africa, Oceania and Asia is generally more male-dominated. In contrast, migration from Latin America is 
more female-dominated, with the exception of migrants from Haiti and, to a lesser extent, the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela. For example, women account for 53.2 percent of Peruvians and 53.7 percent of Colombians residing in 
Chile but represent just 48.6 percent of the Venezuelan community (Stefoni and Sánchez, 2021).

The background information presented so far shows how dynamic migration has been in Chile during the period 
of study, which is reflected in the changes in the country’s main migrant population groups in recent years and the 
emergence and growth of new groups (Stefoni and Sánchez, 2021). The literature reviewed for this study also points 
to the presence of mixed migration flows and heterogeneous migration profiles (Stefoni and Sánchez, 2021). While a 
large proportion of current flows respond to traditional patterns of labour migration, circular migration is also present 
in Chile (Dilla and Álvarez, 2018; Tapia Ladino, Liberona Concha and Contreras Gatica, 2017). This is true for the flows 
associated with temporary agricultural work, such as Bolivians who cross the border to work the harvest in central 
or southern Chile, or Peruvians who enter the country for shorter periods to perform paid domestic work in cities 
in northern Chile from Monday to Friday or to work in the agricultural valleys of Arica, and who return on weekends 
to Tacna or other cities of origin (Berganza and Cerna, 2011; Guizardi, 2016; Leiva and Ross, 2016). Another flow 
observed in recent years is that of migrants from the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. According to some authors, 
this is a situation of forced displacement that has prompted Venezuelans to seek asylum in various Latin American 
and Caribbean countries (Freier and Parent, 2018).

3 The masculinity index refers to the ratio of males to females in a given population and is expressed as the number of males per 100 females.



UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

9

2.1. Recent migration: Venezuela

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, estimates that some 5.6 million people have left the Bolivarian Republic of 
Venezuela to date. There are approximately 500,000 Venezuelans residing in Chile, making the country the 
third-largest destination country for Venezuelan migrants after Colombia and Peru (Organización de los Estados 
Americanos, 2020). The closure of land borders in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the isolation measures 
adopted by various Latin American countries led to a decrease in the total entry of migrants and an increase in 
the number of irregular entries (through unauthorized border crossings). These circumstances expose migrants to 
greater risks and increase their vulnerability (Freier and Parent, 2018; Freitez, 2019).

Venezuelan migration to Chile can be divided into at least three stages. The first wave of migrants entered the 
country before April 2018 and often had sufficient means to start a life project (Silva and Stefoni, 2020). However, as 
time went by, more and more people with limited financial means began to arrive. This is evidenced by the fact that 
many migrants initially arrived by plane, after which significant flows began to arrive by bus, while many currently 
reach Chile on foot (Stefoni, Silva and Brito, 2019). Obtaining local documentation was not particularly difficult for 
those who arrived in the country before April 2018, since they could enter as tourists and apply for temporary work 
or professional visas once there.

The second stage in Venezuelan migration to Chile began in April 2018, when the Government created the 
democratic responsibility visa for Venezuelan nationals and eliminated work visas (Finn and Umpierrez, 2020; 
Vásquez, Finn and Umpierrez de Reguero, 2021). The aim of these measures was to reduce and control the number 
of Venezuelans entering the country.

The third stage covers the entry of the migrant population after the border closures triggered by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Venezuelan population’s migration patterns were significantly impacted by border closures to stop 
the spread of the virus and the severe financial crisis that hit every country in Latin America. The problem is that 
closing borders does not prevent people from entering countries but instead makes borders more dangerous places. 
Today, people enter the country in conditions of great vulnerability through unauthorized crossing points, and most 
arrivals are undocumented and lack the financial resources to survive for even a few days (Stefoni et al., 2022).

Most of these irregular entries took place at the Colchane pass, on the northern border with the Plurinational State 
of Bolivia, which is 4,000 metres above sea level (see map 1). The extreme climatic conditions at this border, coupled 
with the lack of water, food and adequate shelter, make it one of the most dangerous crossings in the Southern Cone.
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Map 1. Colchane Border Crossing, Chile–Bolivia Border

Source: Map created by Beatriz Seguel for National Fund for Scientific and Technological Development (FONDECYT) Project No. 1201130.

Figure 4 shows the increase in irregular crossings in recent years. Although the data covers all nationalities, the 
Venezuelan population has seen the highest increase in irregular crossings. This data is based on records of migrants 
who self-reported to the Investigations Police of Chile, and so it does not include people who enter the country 
irregularly and do not self-report. To date, there are no estimates of those who fall into this latter category.
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Figure 4. Entries to Chile through unauthorized crossings by country of origin (number of entries), 2010–June 2021
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Figure 4 clearly shows how unauthorized entry began to grow sharply from 2018 onwards, especially among the 
Venezuelan population. The irregular entry of nationals of the Dominican Republic increased from 2012 onwards, 
when the Chilean Government made the consular tourist visa an entry requirement.

On this point, Green (2018) notes that this change led to an exponential increase in clandestine entry and the 
number of expulsions from the country (which increased by 645 percent between 2012 and 2013). He goes on to cite 
a report from the Department of Aliens and Immigration (DEM),4 which argues that “the attempt to reduce the flow of 
Dominicans by requiring them to apply for a tourist visa in advance led to a worsening of the conditions of entry and 
stay of the members of this group, who still entered Chilean territory despite not holding the visa in question, doing so 
either through their own means or as victims of migrant smuggling or human trafficking.” The situation experienced 
by the Dominican population was later repeated with migrants from Haiti and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

According to Migration Act No. 1094, anyone who enters the country irregularly can self-report to the Investigations 
Police of Chile. Self-reporting sets in motion a process than may end in expulsion (the maximum sanction). No record 
of entry into the country is kept for those who do not self-report (Stefoni et al., 2022). Those who self-reported at the 
Colchane crossing had access to emergency humanitarian assistance (access to temporary shelter, food, medical 
check-ups and COVID-19 antigen testing) and were transferred by bus to a health centre in Iquique to quarantine.

Many of those who entered Chile via Colchane intended to move on to the centre and south of the country to meet 
up with family members or acquaintances. However, their chances of completing the last leg of the journey were 
hampered and delayed by the need to quarantine, obtain a bus ticket and get a PCR test done to board the bus. This 
forced many migrants to remain in Iquique, wandering the streets and sleeping in squares, on street corners or on 
the beach. In September 2021, the situation became untenable and sparked a conflict with the local community that 
ended in an anti-migration demonstration and the burning of tents and belongings of the Venezuelan population.5

4 Memo No. 1837 of 29 June 2017.

5 For more information, see Gálvez (2021) and Guerrero Jiménez (2021).
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The conflict prompted the government to open a temporary shelter or transit camp in Colchane, a measure that 
had long been requested by civil society. This shelter at the border complex provides humanitarian assistance to 
people arriving in Chile. This consists of providing them with sleeping tents, mattresses and blankets and access 
to toilets and food. Migrants are given an antigen test before entering. The following day, the military police verify 
the relationship between mothers and their children, or between caregivers and the minors they are looking after. 
The arrivals are checked for injuries, and women who are travelling with children are prioritized in the self-reporting 
process.

Once these procedures are complete, a bus takes the migrants to a health centre in Iquique to complete the 
quarantine required by the health authority. According to the authorities that were interviewed, half of the people 
who enter through Colchane reach the transit camp. The rest enter the country without assistance, and thus there is 
no record of their presence in Chile (Stefoni et al., 2022).

Once they have quarantined, the vast majority of migrants do not have the means to support themselves. This is 
where social organizations and international agencies such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and 
UNHCR play a vital role, providing support and facilitating access to housing, bus tickets and counselling. However, 
demand is huge and resources are scarce, so most migrants continue to live on the streets while they scrape together 
some money for food and to buy tickets. A recent survey for UNHCR found that 74.6 percent (129 people) of the 190 
respondents over 18 who had entered Chile irregularly via Colchane and were residing in Iquique or Colchane did 
not have a place to sleep that night. When asked where they had slept in the last week, 32 (18.5 percent) stated that 
they had paid to stay at a hostel, hotel or other such accommodation; 28 (16.2 percent) said that they had slept at a 
free hostel; 85 (49.1 percent) said that they had slept in tents set up in public spaces, and 23 (13.3 percent) said they 
had spent the night on a bus (Stefoni et al., 2022).

Some migrants decide to stay on in Iquique. These people tend to settle in camps in Alto Hospicio, which have 
grown significantly in recent months (Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, 2021b). According to the National Settlement 
Census of 2020–2021, the number of camps in the Tarapacá region increased from 40 in 2019 to 62 in 2021, growth 
of 55 percent, one of the highest levels recorded in Chile after Araucanía (where they grew by 128 percent in the 
same period) (Centro de Estudios Socioterritoriales, Techo-Chile and Fundación Vivienda, 2021). The report indicates 
that the number of families in camps increased from 4,084 in 2019 to 8,458 in 2021.

The authorities’ response to the migration crisis over the last year has consisted of reinforcing the border to prevent 
an increase in irregular crossings, while implementing an expulsion programme to organize migration flows and 
regain control of the border. Under this logic, in February 2021 the government announced the so-called Colchane 
Plan, in which the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs were involved. 
This plan mobilized a larger army police force than before and also involved the use of drones, unmanned aircraft and 
other new technologies to control border crossings. Most significantly, it authorizes the Ministry of National Defence 
to monitor the “smuggling of migrants and human trafficking through unauthorized crossings”, as stated in Decree 
265/2021. However, these measures have not functioned as intended: increased military control has made crossing 
the border more difficult but does not discourage migration.
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2.2. Refugee policy

Through the entry into force of the Refugee Act No. 20.430 and the regulations governing it in 2010, the Chilean 
State reaffirmed its commitment to the universal instrument of protection for refugees, the 1951 Convention relating 
to the Status of Refugees (known as the Geneva Convention), and its 1967 Protocol, which the country ratified in 1972. 
This commitment, however, was interrupted by the 1973 coup d’état (Olea, 2012). After the return to democratic rule 
in 1990, Chile began to attract migrant and refugee populations and implemented resettlement programmes through 
the UNHCR, which targeted people from the former Yugoslavia and later Colombia and Syria.

Act No. 20430 included a broad definition of refugee status and recognized the five grounds for this identified in the 
Geneva Convention: nationality, race, religion, political opinion and membership of a particular social group. It also 
included the criteria of the 1984 Cartagena Declaration, reaffirmed in the Mexico Plan of Action, which contemplates 
widespread situations in which life, personal integrity or liberty are at risk (Olea, 2012).

Chilean legislation enshrines four core principles to ensure the protection of refugees, namely: i) the principle of 
non-refoulement, which guarantees that the person will not be returned to their place of origin; ii) the principle of non-
punishment, which applies in cases where the person has entered clandestinely or is in an irregular situation (arts. 5 
and 6 of Act No. 20430); iii) the principle of confidentiality, which protects the right to privacy; and iv) the principle of 
non-discrimination and family reunification.

Various reports on the refugee situation note that this law put Chile in a prominent position in terms of rights 
protection (Olea, 2012; González and Palacios, 2013). However, the figures on refugee applications and the granting 
of refuge indicate that the reality of life in the country does not reflect the letter of the law, as only an extremely low 
number of applicants have been granted asylum, regardless of the increase in applications (see figure 5).

Figure 5. Applications for refugee status submitted and granted in Chile (number of applications), 2010–2020
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As figure 5 shows, the number of applications granted has not changed significantly in recent years, with the 
exception of 2019 and 2020, when this number fell to 30 and 7, respectively. The number of applications also 
plummeted in 2019. This was not because fewer people are seeking refuge but rather because those wishing to do 
so faced greater difficulties in filing applications in Chile. Vargas (2019) notes the arbitrary nature of the formalization 
of the application process, as it is government officials who decide who is given an application form and who is not. 
Initially, this was a relatively informal process in which officers of the Investigations Police of Chile asked potential 
applications a series of questions to establish whether the person was eligible to apply for asylum. Later, however, 
this process was formalized through a pre-admissibility interview, which is now a major filter for those seeking refugee 
status (Vargas, 2019; Liberona Concha and López San Francisco, 2018).

In the current context, the denial of the right to seek asylum means that the Venezuelan population’s need for 
protection is not being recognized. Indeed, Chilean authorities promote the idea that the population in question are 
“illegal” labour migrants because they have entered the country irregularly (Liberona Concha, Piñones Rivera and 
Dilla Alfonso, 2021; Stang Alva, Lara Edwards and Andrade Moreno, 2020).

3. Migration policy

Chile has a history of migration, which has prompted a changing series of policy responses since the the country’s 
independence in the 19th Century.6 During the Pinochet dictatorship (1973–1990), migration-related issues were 
approached from a national security perspective. Decree Law No. 1095/1975 established a series of entry bans 
targeting people who were considered a threat to the country’s security. This decree established highly bureaucratic 
procedures for the regularization of documents and did not recognize international human rights agreements and 
conventions (Doña and Mullan, 2014; Thayer Correa, Stang Alva and Dilla Rodríguez, 2020).

The democratically elected governments that followed the dictatorship upheld this law until 2021. The law was 
amended several times in that period, but its core tenets remained unchanged, which led to a significant mismatch 
between the realities of migration in Chile and the legislative instruments available for addressing this. One of the 
most common problems was the fact that visas were subject to a specific work contract, which the person had to 
hold for two years to be able to apply for permanent residence once this period had expired. These circumstances 
gave employers disproportionate power over workers (Doña and Mullan, 2014; Thayer Correa, Stang Alva and Dilla 
Rodríguez, 2020). If the individual lost their job, they had to start the entire two-year process again with a new 
employer to be able to apply for permanent residence. This situation led to a build-up of irregularities, which were 
then addressed through four extraordinary regularization processes.

The first of these processes took place in 1998, during the Frei Administration (1994–2000), and led to the issuance 
of about 44,000 visas. The second occurred in 2007, during the first Bachelet Administration (2006–2010), and led 
to the regularization of around 47,000 people (Finn and Umpierrez, 2020). In 2018, just after Piñera took office for 
the second time (2018–2022), a third regularization process was implemented. This time, the procedure included 
everyone who had entered the country before 23 April 2018, regardless of how they had done so. By the end of 
the process, 155,438 applications had been submitted, 96,257 of which were successful. The fourth process was 
launched in April 2021, following the publication of the new law. Those who entered the country irregularly were 
excluded this time, and it was established that such individuals should leave Chile (without being subjected to any 
administrative sanctions) and apply for a consular visa from outside the national territory. This process was extended 
through January 2022.

6 For an overview of the history of migration legislation in Chile, see Jarufe Bader (2018).
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3.1. Main migration policies

Thayer Correa, Stang Alva and Dilla Rodríguez (2020) divide recent migration policy in Chile into three stages. The 
first of these spans 1992 to 2004 and has been described as “the no-policy policy” (Stefoni, 2011)—in other words, 
during this period, migration governance was implemented under the dictatorship’s Decree Law No. 1094, without 
any major changes being made to the regulations. According to Thayer Correa, Stang Alva and Dilla Rodríguez 
(2020), some of the measures that were implemented this time include the first migration regularization process, the 
creation of the border zone resident category for inhabitants of border towns and the ratification of the principle of 
non-refoulement when Chile signed the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees in 1996. Non-refoulement 
is a principle of international law that prohibits a State from returning or expelling a person to a territory where their 
life or freedom would be threatened due to persecution based on race, religion, nationality, political opinion or 
gender, among other grounds (1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol and the 1984 
Cartagena Declaration on Refugees).

The second stage described by the authors spans 2005 to 2017 and comprises the end of the Lagos Administration, 
the first and second Bachelet Administrations (2006–2010 and 2014–2018) and the first Piñera Administration (2010–
2014). This stage entailed a significant increase in state actions at both the central and local levels. However, many 
of the measures taken entailed low levels of institutionalization. The consequence was that the authorities annulled 
decrees enacted by previous administrations. Further evidence of the shortfalls in the adequate institutionalization of 
migration policy was the limited progress made in Congress on bills proposed by the first Piñera and second Bachelet 
Administrations. This period is also noteworthy for a series of initiatives implemented by local governments, such as 
the opening of offices to address migration issues in various municipalities in the country (Thayer Correa, Stang Alva 
and Dilla Rodríguez, 2020) and the drafting of Presidential Instruction No. 5 of 6 November 2015, which set out the 
guidelines for a new migration policy. The instruction stated that it was the State’s duty to apply the human rights 
standards enshrined in the international instruments ratified by Chile through all its actions.

The third stage began with the measures implemented during Piñera’s second term in office (2018–2022). In April 
2018, he introduced a series of changes to Chile’s migration policy. He submitted a new bill to Congress and launched 
a regularization process that included people who had entered the country through unauthorized border crossings 
(Stefoni, Silva and Brito, 2019). The specific measures that marked a shift in Chilean migration policy are listed below 
(Stefoni et al., 2021):

i. Reformulation of the visa system: the employment-based visa created during the second Bachelet Administration7 
was eliminated, and new visa categories were created: i) a temporary opportunities visa, which must be applied 
for from outside Chile, and which targets those wishing to migrate to the country and grants them a permit to 
reside and work there for one year, after which it can be renewed for another 12 months; ii) an internationally 
oriented temporary visa for people with postgraduate degrees from top international universities (defined 
according to a ranking established for this purpose), and iii) a domestically oriented temporary residence visa 
that can be applied for in Chile and is automatically granted to migrants who obtain a postgraduate degree from 
recognized Chilean universities. These visas came into effect on 1 August 2018.

ii. For the Haitian population, a simple consular tourist visa for a maximum period of 30 days was established, 
as was a humanitarian visa for family reunification, and a ceiling of 10,000 humanitarian visas per year was 
established for people of Haitian origin.

7 The elimination of the work visa led to the re-emergence of problems that the migrant population had faced in the past, such as the position of power given to the 
employer, as the migrant worker must stay with the same employer for two years to apply for permanent residence. If they fail to do so, they must complete another 
two-year period with a new employer.
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iii. For the Venezuelan population, a democratic responsibility visa was created, which must be requested from the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. This grants a temporary residence permit for one year and can be extended 
once. In June 2019, a tourist visa was established as an entry requirement for the Venezuelan population. 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the processing of the democratic responsibility visa was suspended.

The temporary opportunities visa, the internationally oriented temporary visa and the domestically oriented 
temporary visa initiatives are part of a highly selective approach to migration that seeks to attract highly skilled 
people. However, these visas bear little relation to the profile of migrants entering Chile daily.

The bill took almost three years to pass. The most positive aspects of this legislation include the following: i) the 
strengthening of migration institutions following the creation of the National Migration Service and ii) the recognition 
of international human rights agreements and treaties on migration.

The Migration Act ended the possibility of migrants changing migration categories while inside the country and 
instead favoured the immigration of highly qualified individuals or those with their own financial means. The problem 
is that the vast majority of the foreign population in Chile comes from within Latin America and the Caribbean and 
arrives in search of work, and in some cases as refugees. As a result, these people have little chance of obtaining 
a visa from their respective countries of origin. Proof of this are the delays that typically affect the processing of 
applications for democratic responsibility visas for Venezuelan citizens and tourist visas for Haitians and Venezuelans 
(Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, 2021b).

The challenges faced by the Boric Administration include implementing the Migration Act, establishing the different 
migration categories and launching the National Migration Service at the national and regional levels. Given that 
visas will be processed from Chilean consulates abroad, appropriate infrastructure will need to be implemented to 
manage applications, as this is not yet in place.

The next section examines three specific areas in which progress has been made on the protection of rights: 
education, health and housing. In the areas of education and health, a series of regulations needed to be implemented 
to guarantee the rights of all people, regardless of their migration status. In the housing sector, in contrast, the 
barriers are more complex and prevent or hinder access to housing for a significant share of the migrant population, 
especially new arrivals.

4. Sector-specific policies

4.1. Education8

A series of specific measures relating to access to education for migrant children were established at the beginning 
of the year 2000 to guarantee that they could access and remain in the education system. However, while access 
is guaranteed, there are a number of barriers that hinder the adequate educational inclusion of migrant children 
(Agencia de Calidad de la Educación, Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes and Estudios y Consultorías Focus, 2019; Bustos 
González and Gairín Sallán, 2017; Contreras, Cortés and Fabio, 2012; Stang et al. 2021). In the case of children from 
Haiti, for example, the weakness of intercultural policies increases experiences of discrimination and racism. Other 

8 This section is based on the findings of a report on access to education for migrant children and adolescents in Chile that was created by Stefoni and Palma for the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and published as “Análisis y recomendaciones para la modificación y desarrollo de marcos 
normativos y políticas nacionales que garanticen el acceso y la inclusión educativa de personas en situación de movilidad: resumen ejecutivo” [Analysis and recom-
mendations for modifying and developing regulatory frameworks and national policies that guarantee access to education and inclusion for people in movement: 
Executive summary] (Saffirio and Klenner, 2021).
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issues that have been detected include: i) the lack of documentation needed to admit the child into the Chilean 
education system and recognize their educational achievements in their country of origin; ii) the difficulties and 
slowness in regularizing the situation of migrant children’s families; iii) discrimination and other difficulties that affect 
social harmony within schools with migrant students; iv) the assimilationist nature of the school curriculum9 and v) 
the municipal system’s lack of resources for receiving and including students who require remedial and psychosocial 
support. These situations generated and continue to generate barriers that hinder the full inclusion of the school-age 
migrant population.

These barriers are analysed in several studies on school performance. Contreras and Gallardo (2020a) use 
longitudinal data from the Education Quality Agency and apply the differences-in-differences strategy to examine the 
effect that large-scale arrival of Venezuelan and Haitian migrants since 2016 has had on the learning outcomes of the 
native-born student body. The authors identified a low negative effect on the mathematics test (standard deviation of 
0.04–0.05), and a larger negative effect on the reading test (standard deviation of 0.07–0.08), which increases when 
only the Haitian migrant population is taken into consideration. This may be associated with the fact that Haitians 
come from a non-Spanish-speaking country. Other explanatory hypotheses consider the complex conditions for 
social inclusion experienced by the migrant population, which could hinder children’s school performance.

The first initiatives to address these inequalities sought to guarantee the migrant population access to education. 
In 1995, a decree was issued to recognize basic educational achievements and humanistic-scientific and technical-
professional secondary qualifications from foreign countries, with the aim of facilitating the validation process 
(Supreme Decree of Education No. 651).

In 2003, Ministry of the Interior Circular No. 1179 promoted the educational inclusion of the children of migrants 
residing in Chile, regardless of the migration status of the child or their family, as part of the Right to Education 
campaign.

In August 2005, the Ministry of Education reinforced this principle through Official Notice No. 07/1008-1531 and 
established that education authorities and schools should provide facilitate and expedite the entry of migrant 
students into the Chilean school system (Poblete and Galaz, 2016).

Although this measure established channels and procedures to guarantee entry into the school system and 
specified that schools were obliged to provide this, it had the undesired effect of creating a “provisional” student 
category identified by a number for internal use by the Ministry of Education known as RUT 100, which ultimately 
created conditions of inequality between migrant students whose status was irregular and the rest of the student 
body (regular migrants and Chilean nationals). One of the problems caused by the RUT 100 system was that the 
identifier number was not recognized by the entire public system, so it did not actually constitute a regularization 
mechanism, nor did it promote the recognition of rights, as it did not allow access to other services such as health, 
inclusion in the social security system or educational grants or bursaries. It was a temporary identifier that was 
created to register migrant children with the school system, but it was not linked to the processing of a visa or any 
other regularization process, so migrant pupils continued to be viewed as irregular by the entire system.

As a result of the problems caused by the provisional RUT, in 2014 the Ministry of the Interior launched the Escuela 
Somos Todos [We’re All Part of School] programme, the objective of which was to regularize foreign students and 
their families through initiatives implemented within schools and municipalities. As part of this programme, several 

9 The assimilationist approach of the school curriculum refers to a discourse that reproduces the idea of a homogeneous, white society in which multiple diversities 
occupy a secondary and subordinate place to the symbolic power represented by the dominant culture. 
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agreements have been signed since 2014 between the Ministry of Interior and municipalities with significant 
migrant populations to promote the targeted implementation of the programme in specific communes (the smallest 
administrative subdivision in Chile)—specifically: Santiago, Quilicura, Independencia, Recoleta and Antofagasta, 
Estación Central, Peñalolén and La Reina. In communes where the programme was implemented, the migration 
statuses of a significant number of students were indeed regularized. However, the main problem with this initiative 
is that it was neither universal nor compulsory. Instead, its implementation was managed by each municipality, and 
therefore its application was discretionary.

The State’s responsibility for ensuring that migrant children could access, remain in, and advance through the 
education system led it to put an end to the RUT 100 system in early 2017, a decision that was fuelled by a campaign 
organized by civil society to report the problems associated with the provisional identifier. This was replaced by the 
Provisional School Identifier (IPE), a unique number that allows children to enrol permanently in the school system, 
regardless of their migration status (Official Notice No. 894 of 7 November 2016).

Using data gathered by the IPE in its first year of operations and drawing on the work of the working group on 
migrant coordination (MINEDUC, CMM), which was created in 2016, the Homeland Government Department at the 
Ministry of the Interior and Public Security partnered with the Ministry of Education to develop the Chile Te Recibe 
[Chile welcomes you] plan. This nationwide regularization plan for migrant children and adolescents sought to “make 
it easier for foreign students to regularize their migration status and gain equal access to all benefits and rights” 
(Government of Chile, 2017, cited in Fernández, 2018, p. 16). According to a report from the Chilean Ministry of 
Education, as a result of this plan, 59 percent of students whose migration status was irregular at the beginning of 
2017 had managed to regularize their status by December (Fernández, 2018).

In August 2017, the complementary agreement to the basic agreement on scientific and technical cooperation 
between the Government of Chile and the Government of Haiti was passed, which enabled basic and secondary 
educational qualifications to be officially recognized.

With regard to preschool education, an agreement between the National Kindergarten Board and the Ministry 
of the Interior and Public Security was signed in 2007 (Exempt Resolution No. 6.677 of 2007). The objective of this 
agreement was to facilitate access to preschool education programmes for children under 5 whose mothers are 
immigrants or refugees, regardless of their migration status. This measure served as a precedent for prioritizing 
enrolment in preschool education.

The way in which the social inclusion of migrants is implemented at educational establishments is a complex issue. 
To promote this, the Ministry of Education developed technical guidelines for the educational inclusion of foreign 
students in 2017 (Ministry of Education, 2017). The document proposes inclusion measures based on three core 
areas:

i. Include an intercultural perspective in the institutional management instruments and standards developed by 
the educational establishment itself, such as the Management Plan for Social Harmony within Schools; the 
Sexuality, Emotions and Gender Plan; the Comprehensive School Safety Plan; the Citizenship Training Plan; the 
Inclusion Support Plan and the Professional Development Plan for Teachers.

ii. Strengthen actions and practices in schools that promote inclusion, such as the development of a welcome 
protocol for migrant families.
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iii. Promote awareness and understanding of migrant students and their trajectories among the academic 
community.

In 2018, the Ministry of Education drafted the 2018–2022 National Policy for Foreign Students, which aims to 
improve students’ possibilities of accessing, remaining in and advancing through the education system.

That same year, the Ministry of Education issued two publications, in partnership with the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF): Diálogos para la inclusión de estudiantes extranjeros. Informe de devolución 
[Dialogues for the inclusion of foreign students: feedback report] (Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la 

Infancia and Ministerio de Educación, 2018) and Mapa del estudiantado extranjero en el sistema escolar chileno 
(2015–2017) [Mapping of the foreign student body in the Chilean school system (2015–2017)] (Fernández, 2018). 
These initiatives reflect the importance that public policymakers have started to place on social harmony within 
schools in contexts of diversity.

Finally, the Education Quality Agency, the Jesuit Migrant Service and Focus Consultancies jointly published 
a document entitled Interculturalidad en la escuela. Orientaciones para la inclusión de estudiantes migrantes 
[Intercultural factors at school: Guidelines for the inclusion of migrant students] (Agencia de Calidad de la 

Educación, Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes and Estudios y Consultorías Focus, 2019). This publication aims to 
contribute to the work on education inclusion carried out by the Ministry of Education and different civil society 
organizations by providing guidelines that allow educational establishments to engage in recognizing different 
cultures; developing receptive, horizontal dialogues between them and managing social harmony within schools. 
The document establishes three action areas for moving towards the development of intercultural schools, 
which are in line with the areas addressed in previous documents: (i) institutional management guidelines, 
which highlight the importance of identifying progress and challenges around the inclusion of foreign students; 
implementing the intercultural approach in school insignias, institutional statements and planning instruments; 
and defining roles and initiatives that are in line with the planning and diagnostic instruments used; ii) guidelines 
for managing social harmony within schools, which include the importance of welcoming students and their 
families, promoting dialogue as a tool for inclusion and generating mechanisms to settle conflicts associated with 
discrimination and racism in a collaborative fashion; and iii) classroom management guidelines that emphasize 
acknowledging the language of origin of the non-Spanish-speaking population; promoting intercultural dialogue 
to encourage their participation in the classroom; valuing and treating all children with equality, dignity and 
respect; and recognizing, adjusting and institutionalizing teaching practices.

4.2. Health

The Chilean health system is made up of the public-sector National Health Fund (FONASA) and private health 
insurance providers (ISAPRES). Some 96 percent of the Chilean population belongs to one of these systems, but the 
percentage of the migrant population without health insurance is higher. According to a recent report by the Jesuit 
Migrant Service, the Medical Association and the Institute of Science and Innovation in Medicine (Servicio Jesuita 
a Migrantes, Colegio Médico and Instituto de Ciencias e Innovación en Medicina, 2022), 75 percent of the migrant 
population is registered with FONASA and 12 percent with ISAPRES.
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In other words, 11 percent of the foreign population does not have any health coverage. Most of these people 
are in the lowest income deciles, and the main differences between them and the Chilean population are found in 
two age groups: under-18s and over-60s. Likewise, 7 percent of those who have been in the country for more than 
five years do not have health insurance of any sort, while this figure increases to 14 percent among the migrant 
population that has been in Chile for less than five years (Stefoni, Vicuña and Contreras, 2022).

The situation is even more critical in the north of the country, where 4 percent of the Chilean population and 16 
percent of the migrant population are not covered by the social security system. In the north, moreover, FONASA 
has a higher relative coverage of the migrant population (78 percent) than the Chilean population (74 percent), 
while the proportion of migrant population registered with ISAPRES (4 percent) is much lower than this percentage 
is for the Chilean population (19 percent), according to data in the report published by the Jesuit Migrant Service, 
the Medical Association and the Institute of Science and Innovation in Medicine (Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, 

Colegio Médico and Instituto de Ciencias e Innovación en Medicina, 2022). Northern Chile is where poverty rates 
are highest for the foreign population and labour market inclusion rates are lowest (Stefoni, Vicuña and Contreras, 
2022).

For several years, the Ministry of Health has been implementing specific measures to ensure that migrants 
receive health care. In 2003, measures were put in place to guarantee health care for pregnant women (Circular No. 
1179/2003). Since then, the regulations have been adjusted to gradually ensure that pregnant women have access to 
social security and labour rights, and to guarantee their access to prenatal and paediatric medical care, vaccination 
campaigns, emergency services, and services for refugees or victims of human trafficking and migrant smuggling 
(Cabieses, 2021). These measures include Decree No. 84 on emergency care for migrant workers and their families; 
Exempt Resolution No. 1914 on care for children and adolescents under the age of 18, which ensures care on equal 
footing with the local population, and care that is not linked to the processing of residence permits (Circular A15 No. 
6/2015) (Cabieses et al., 2021).

A pilot of the National Migrant Health Care Scheme was launched in 2015, and then the programme was 
implemented in 2016 and 2017. In response to this plan, the International Migrant Health Policy was launched in 
2017. This health policy has eight specific objectives (Cabieses et al., 2021, p. 36):

i) Promote the participation of international migrants in the development, monitoring and evaluation of health 
policies and programmes in which they are involved.

ii) Ensure that international migrants have equitable access to health promotion programmes, preventive actions 
and health care.

iii) Describe the current state of the health care system and trends within this, including access to health care for 
international migrants.

iv) Encourage an intersectoral approach to promoting the health of international migrants based on a “health in 
all policies” approach, in order to seek joint solutions that respond to the complexity of migration.

v) Develop initiatives that seek to reduce the inequalities in access to health care that affect international migrants.

vi) Promote specific actions to reduce discrimination, xenophobia and the stigmatization of international migrants.
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vii) Develop relevant health strategies that respond to the specific health-related, cultural, linguistic, gender and 
life-cycle-related issues and needs of international migrants.

viii) Promote health strategies that foster intercultural dialogue among diverse communities to build social 
cohesion.

Despite these advances, there continue to be obstacles to accessing health care. A recent study for the World 
Bank mentions institutional, cultural and information barriers (Stefoni et al., 2022). One example of an institutional 
barrier is the fact that many medical centres require people to hold up-to-date documents or a RUT to receive 
assistance. Cultural barriers reveal the importance of making access to health care culturally appropriate (Cabieses 
et al., 2021). In other words, it is not enough to guarantee that people have access to the system if they do not then 
receive respectful treatment. This situation mainly applies to the Haitian population, who are frequently mistreated 
and discriminated against by health personnel. Information barriers refer to the difficulty migrants have in accessing 
complete, relevant information about how the Chilean health system functions.

4.3. Housing

Chile is experiencing a housing shortage that increased sharply during the pandemic. Some 969 informal 
settlements have been recorded throughout the country, a figure previously reached only in the 1990s, and 
about 82,000 families have occupied vacant land with the purpose of building housing there (Centro de Estudios 
Socioterritoriales, Techo-Chile and Fundación Vivienda, 2021). These families include Chileans and migrants from 
Latin America and the Caribbean who settle in undesirable areas on the outskirts of cities. The growth in these 
informal settlements owes firstly to the existence of a growing housing deficit to which the Chilean State has not 
responded in a timely manner, as the construction of social housing is low. Second, the continual increase in rental 
values in both the formal and informal markets limits families’ ability to access housing. The decision to move to 
informal settlement is not an easy one for migrant families, who report experiences of abuse in the rental market, 
where they are charged unreasonable rates for properties in terrible conditions (Contreras, Ala-Louko and Labbé, 
2015). As a result, informal settlements are often seen as the best solution to their housing problem, and some 
families have lived in these for several years.

In policy terms, it is important to note that the location of these settlements on the outskirts of cities has 
contributed to systematically rendering the population living there invisible. Local authorities do not provide them 
services, attend to their needs or take censuses of their inhabitants, nor do they provide them with information on 
how to solve their housing problems. Indeed, the authorities have ordered a series of forced evictions that not only 
constitute human rights violations but also make the housing crisis in Chile more complex.

A recent study (Centro de Estudios Socioterritoriales, Techo-Chile and Fundación Vivienda, 2021) concludes that 
there are two main obstacles to accessing housing. The first is the lack of documentation, which makes it difficult for 
migrants to access state subsidies for renting or buying housing. The second is abusive rent prices due to prejudice 
or landlords taking advantage of the fact that informal renting is often the only way that some families can access a 
place to live.
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5. Effects of migration on Chilean society and the economy

This section analyses the effects of migration on Chilean society and the economy, based on a review of the 
available empirical literature on the subject.

5.1. Inclusion in the labour market

The effects of migration on a country’s demographics, discussed above, also influence labour market dynamics, in 
terms of both participation in the workforce and the generation of GDP and growth (Canales, 2022).

Figure 6 shows the growth of the migrant labour force from 2009 to 2017. This growth is also expressed in terms of 
the percentage of the national labour force that is represented by the migrant labour force. Canales points out that 
while in 2009 this share was 1.6 percent of the total labour force (115,710 people), by 2017, it had risen to 6.5 percent 
(550,161 people). If this data is disaggregated by area, this percentage increases to 11.9 percent in the Metropolitan 
Region and 11.7 percent in the north of the country (Canales, 2022).

Figure 6. Migrant workers in Chile (number of workers), 2009–2017
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Source: Canales (2022).

If the migrant population’s rate of participation in the workforce is disaggregated by sex, significant differences are 
revealed. The participation rate for native-born workers is 72.6 percent for men and 47.7 percent for women. Among 
the migrant population, these figures are 74.8 percent and 56.7 percent, respectively (Canales, 2022). However, if 
only the migrant population from the Plurinational State of Bolivia, Colombia, Haiti, Peru and the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela are considered, the participation rates for both men and women are much higher, reaching almost 90 
percent and 74 percent, respectively (Canales, 2022). These high participation rates confirm that Chile is experiencing 
labour migration and that work is a vital issue.

A more detailed analysis of the labour market inclusion of the migrant population reveals there to be a significant 
concentration of men in the commerce sector (31.4 percent) and in the construction sector (18.4 percent), where 
their participation rates are higher than those of the local population. There is also a higher concentration of migrant 
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women in the commerce sector (33.1 percent) and in the personal services sector, which includes paid household 
work and care services (23 percent).

Women’s high rate of participation of women in care work points to the key role they play in the care economy in 
Chile, a sector that is vital to the country’s economic development (Acosta, 2013).

Table 2. Employment by sector of activity, sex and country of origin in Chile (in percentages), 2017

Sector

Men Women

Total Native-born 
population

Migrant 
population

Total Native-born 
population

Migrant 
population

Percentage

Forestry. agriculture and fisheries 9.3 9.7 4.5 3.7 3.7 2.6

Mining 3.1 3.2 1.5 0.5 0.5 0.4

Industry 9.3 9.2 10.1 5.0 5.0 4.5

Electricity. gas and water 1.3 1.3 1.1 0.4 0.4 0.3

Construction 15.2 15.0 18.4 1.3 1.3 1.4

Commerce 20.0 19.3 31.4 27.5 27.1 33.1

Transport 14.5 14.7 11.4 4.0 4.0 3.8

Business services 11.8 11.9 10.4 13.7 13.6 14.8

Social services 13.4 13.8 8.0 31.9 33.2 16.0

Personal services 2.0 1.9 3.3 12.1 11.2 23.0

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Source: Canales (2022, p. 52).

Contreras and Gallardo (2020) analyse the effects of migration on the labour market. Based on data from the 
census and the National Socioeconomic Classification Survey (CASEN) and using instrumental variables, the authors 
show that migration phenomenon has caused a 2 percent to 3 percent decrease in the wages of low-skilled native-
born workers competing with higher-skilled immigrant workers, especially in the case of men. This suggests an 
effect caused by the competition between native-born workers and higher-skilled immigrant workers in local labour 
markets.

Although the literature on this point is not very extensive, some conclusions can also be drawn from international 
evidence. A Central Bank of Chile publication (Banco Central, 2019), for example, drew some conclusions from the 
evidence mentioned above: “It is to be expected that labour market effects will continue to be observed as immigrants 
enter the labour market. Specifically, these effects will be the containment of real wage increases and inflationary 
pressures. An increase in investment is also to be expected. In the medium term, this should generate positive effects 
on trend towards growth, given the increase in the labour force and changes in productivity”.

Table 3 shows the distribution of the migrant population by economic sector, and the distribution of the native-born 
and migrant low-skilled population by economic sector at the 2-digit level of the International Standard Industrial 
Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC). This data shows that the migrant population tends to participate in 
varying ways in all economic sectors. Data in the table is arranged in descending order of the distribution of the 
migrant population by sector. The table shows that wholesale and retail trade employs the largest share of migrant 
workers (21.9 percent), followed by hotels and restaurants (14.4 percent), real estate (12.3 percent) and private 
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households with domestic workers (10.2 percent). The shares of migrant workers in all other sectors are below 10 
percent. The fourth column shows the distribution of the Chilean population with at least 12 years of education (i.e. 
low-skilled workers) by economic sector. Generally speaking, the less-educated Chilean population tends to work 
in sectors where the migrant population is larger. The distribution of the less-educated migrant population follows a 
similar pattern in all sectors, as can be seen in table 3, column (5). Specifically, the wholesale and retail trade sector—
the main employer of the migrant population—accounts for the highest shares of the low-skilled native-born and 
migrant populations. Finally, the last two columns show the native-born and migrant populations’ average years of 
schooling. In most cases, the latter outperform the former.

Table 3. Distribution of the migrant population by economic sector, and distribution of the low-skilled population by 
economic sector and origin in Chile (percentages), 2017

Sector

Migrant population Low-skilled population (percentages) Average years of education

Number 
of people Percentage Share Native-born 

population Migrant population Native-born 
population

Migrant 
population

Wholesale and retail trade 110,830 21.89% 0.071 22.66% 23.35% 11.54 13.19

Hotels and restaurants 72,705 14.36% 0.184 4.77% 14.24% 11.83 13.29

Real estate and business 
activities 62,323 12.31% 0.105 4.61% 6.57% 13.93 15.21

Private households with paid 
domestic workers 51,815 10.24% 0.109 8.30% 12.95% 9.31 12.17

Manufacturing industries 47,490 9.38% 0.065 10.71% 12.06% 11.58 12.56

Construction 46,978 9.28% 0.067 11.18% 13.14% 10.79 12.08

Transportation, storage and 
communication 25,078 4.95% 0.044 8.16% 4.06% 11.95 14.28

Social and health care services 21,989 4.34% 0.049 2.56% 1.84% 14.82 16.11

Other community service 
activities 20,236 4.00% 0.068 3.32% 3.56% 12.78 13.79

Agriculture, livestock, hunting, 
forestry and fishing 17,975 3.55% 0.025 13.62% 5.47% 8.89 10.87

Teaching 13,337 2.63% 0.022 3.47% 1.25% 15.10 15.27

Finance 6,303 1.25% 0.051 0.70% 0.28% 14.73 16.59

Public administration and 
defence 5,388 1.06% 0.014 3.52% 0.54% 13.72 15.50

Mining and quarrying 2,549 0.50% 0.018 1.70% 0.53% 12.98 12.63

Electricity, gas and water 
supply 800 0.16% 0.014 0.71% 0.15% 12.61 13.66

Extraterritorial organizations 
and bodies 438 0.09% 0.517 0.00% 0.00% 14.66 17.16

Total 506,234 100.00% 0.065 100.00% 100.00% 12.03 13.44

Source: Compiled by the authors based on data from the National Socioeconomic Classification Survey (CASEN), 2017.
Note: Calculations were made using regional expansion factors. The low-skilled population has 12 years of schooling or less.

Aninat and Vergara (2019) also analyse the reality of life for the migrant population in Chile from different 
perspectives. They examine the migrant labour market from 2006 to 2017 and find that the migrant population earned 
higher average incomes than the local population, but that the two converged in 2017. The authors also found that the 
share of the migrant population in permanent employment was higher than this share for the local population in the 
period in question and that the migrant population worked longer hours than the native-born population. The latter 
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finding is basically explained by the fact that migrant women work longer hours than Chilean women. The authors 
also analysed whether there was a wage premium or penalty for migrant workers in Chile, finding a premium of 11.9 
percent in 2006, which became a penalty of 16.9 percent in 2017. This could be due to the fact that it is now harder to 
regularize work permits, which means that the migrant population spends more time in the informal economy.

5.2. Social and economic integration

According to data from the Bicentennial National Survey, a project run by the Pontificia Universidad Católica de 
Chile, 78 percent of the people consulted consider that there are too many migrants in Chile, a value 18 percentage 
points higher than was recorded in 2020. Furthermore, 64 percent consider that there is currently a great deal of 
conflict between the Chilean and foreign populations, 16 percentage points higher than those who said so in 2019. 
At the same time, the vast majority of people surveyed stated that they have not had any negative experiences with 
migrants. The same survey shows that there is less consensus around the idea that regular migrants residing in 
the country should enjoy the same rights as the native-born population. While in 2019, 79 percent of respondents 
strongly agreed or agreed that foreigners with regular migration statuses should have access to health, education 
and housing benefits on equal terms with the Chilean population, this figure dropped to 67 percent in 2021 (Stefoni, 
Bravo and Liberona, 2022). The authors wonder why negative perceptions of migration have increased in recent 
years. They argue that, beyond the numerical increase in the migrant population, it is the public discourse around 
migration statistics that leads to increasingly negative, less tolerant views of migration. In other words, they argue 
that the public discourse of political authorities and the media is extremely important.

Negative images and mistrust towards different groups (e.g. Colombians, Haitians and Venezuelans) hinder the 
social inclusion of the migrant population, as this mistrust shapes the actions of employers, landlords and public 
officials, among others.

One aspect that has been widely debated concerns the levels of discrimination, racism and xenophobia that the 
native-born population expresses towards the foreign population. These function as distinguishing factors that place 
migrant groups at a disadvantage in comparison with the local population. Research such as that carried out by 
Liberona Concha (2015) on the northern border highlights the persistence of these distinctions: “racist ideas have not 
disappeared from the collective imaginaries of the Chilean population and Chilean institutions. Indeed, the presence 
of the Black population has sparked polemics, and there are strong social divides between the national population 
and the Colombian population, regardless of whether they are of African descent” (Liberona Concha, 2015, p. 42).

This situation is particularly problematic within schools. Studies such as Pavez Soto (2012), Tijoux (2013) or 
Riedemann and Stefoni (2015) make reference to existing prejudices, which are based on racialized understandings 
of the migrant student body. This situation has been observed in several cities, as documented by Bustos González 
and Gairín Sallán in Arica (2017), Cárdenas in Antofagasta (2006) and Micheletti in Maule (2016), among others.

Furthermore, the fact that the foreign population is concentrated in the most vulnerable sectors of the economy 
points to the extreme segregation of the labour market, particularly for communities such as Haitians. For example, 
according to the Jesuit Migrant Service’s 2021 Migrant Voices Survey (Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, 2021c), 36.1 
percent of the migrant population works in services and sales.
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A study of a self-selected sample of workers in Santiago found that greater interaction between the Chilean and 
Peruvian populations reduced the two groups’ prejudice towards one another, since it reduced their anxiety and 
sense of threat (González et al., 2010). Furthermore, a study by González and Brown (2016) that was conducted inside 
schools showed that contact between students of Chilean origin and Peruvian migrant students can influence the 
acculturation-related preferences of members of the social majority by increasing feelings of trust and perceptions 
of similarity between the two groups. Furthermore, in relation to the school setting, results presented by Aninat and 
Vergara (2020) based on data from the Education Quality Agency suggest that contact with a larger share of migrant 
students within the classroom decreases the frequency with which native-born students report being victims of 
discrimination and violence within schools, and also seems to reduce the levels of violence that they perceive at 
school.

Based on information from the national public opinion surveys conducted by the Centre for Public Studies (CEP), 
Aninat and Vergara (2020) point out that people who live in socially diverse environments as a result of immigration 
have stronger anti-immigration attitudes, but only when they express a pessimistic view of the country’s economic 
circumstances. Such associations do not appear to depend on the migrant population’s country of origin.

Finally, there are certain effects of immigration that are more a popular belief than a reality. One such myth is that 
a growth in migration rates is associated with rising crime rates (Aninat and Vergara, 2020). These authors point out 
that this belief has no basis in reality, as the foreign population perpetrates relatively less crime than the native-born 
population, and their involvement in criminal acts has decreased over time. According to a study conducted by the 
Jesuit Migrant Service based on information requested for the purposes of transparency from Chile’s military police 
and the Under-Secretariat of Crime Prevention, the “increase in the foreign population residing in Chile between 
2010 and 2019 has not brought an increase in the percentage of foreigners among total perpetrators of criminal acts 
or those deprived of their freedom. Indeed, these percentages have actually decreased in recent years” (Servicio 
Jesuita a Migrantes, 2020, p. 4). The study concludes that in 2019 only 1.4 percent of the foreign population had 
come into contact with the criminal justice system as a perpetrator (among the Chilean population, this percentage 
was 4.1 percent). However, the report makes an important distinction. A higher proportion of the foreign population 
come into contact with the system as suspects, rather than after being convicted of a crime. The majority of Chilean 
inmates (70 percent) have a conviction, while 30 percent are suspects being held while awaiting trial. In contrast, the 
latter is true for almost half (46 percent) of the foreign prison population. One of the hypotheses put forward in the 
study mentioned above is that a significant proportion of those awaiting trial have been charged for having acted 
as “mules” to move illegal drugs. As such, this population’s presence in the country is connected to the drug trade 
rather than migration. Ultimately, the study finds that in 2019, “the majority of the foreign prison population was being 
deprived of their liberty for drug-related offences (67 percent versus 18 percent of the Chilean prison population), and 
they were mostly in prisons in the north of the country (56 percent versus 13 percent)” (Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, 
2020, p. 4).

6. Migration policy challenges

There has been sustained growth in Chile’s migrant population in recent years. There has been progress in various 
areas during this time. A series of regulations were approved and implemented to guarantee the rights of migrants, 
especially in the areas of education and health. Inclusion policies were implemented, four migration regularization 
processes were carried out, and offices were created to assist the migrant population in different municipalities 
around the country, among many other initiatives.
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There is no doubt that the continuous flow of migrants into Chile has transformed the country’s culture. Today, the 
country is more diverse and varied than ever before. The challenge, therefore, is ensuring that the population that has 
chosen Chile as the place to implement its life projects are able to do so on equal footing with the local population 
and have the same rights and opportunities to participate in the labour market and the country’s political and social 
life. To achieve this, a series of measures need to be implemented to prevent a variety of inequalities from emerging 
on different levels.

In the area of migration governance, the first step is regularization. The delays in regularizing migration status far 
exceed what might be considered reasonable. The State must respond by providing the population with a more 
effective service, as delays with regularization mean that the migrant population do not have the documents they 
need to integrate into society. The fact that migrants’ ID cards expire and cannot be renewed because their visas are 
still being processed means that they are denied access to a series of fundamental rights.

A mechanism also needs to be established to regularize the status of those who entered the country via 
unauthorized border crossings. Proposing that those who entered the country from 2020 onward leave, apply for 
a visa from abroad and wait for an answer before re-entering regularly is unfeasible. As noted above, most of these 
people do not have passports or other identity documents, nor do they have the financial means to leave, wait for 
a response and return.

Second, the National Migration Service needs to be strengthened and monitored, and the regulations for the new 
Migration Act need to be passed, as this legislation establishes the service and describes its objectives.

Third, Chile needs to sign the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration. Although this instrument 
is not binding, it provides guidance for guiding national migration policy based on principles that seek to guarantee 
the protection of migrants’ rights.

Regularization is the first step towards inclusion, as it entails the recognition of all the migrant population’s rights on 
an equal basis with the local population. However, to make headway on social inclusion, various aspects of social life 
need to be taken into consideration, including education, health, housing and employment.

The Chilean State currently recognizes and guarantees the migrant population’s right to education, regardless of 
their migration status. Over the years, the State has generated various instruments (circulars, decrees and laws) to 
guarantee this right in line with international human rights standards.

Despite this, there are barriers that hinder migrants’ exercise of this right in practice. Given these barriers, attention 
needs to be paid to the factors that result in lower school attendance rates among foreign students, which have been 
analysed in this paper. Recent migration flows from Venezuela pose an important challenge in this regard, as this 
community’s precarious living conditions may make it difficult for children and adolescents of Venezuelan origin to 
access the school system.

Before the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ministry of Education fostered initiatives to promoting intercultural 
policies within the school system to strengthen the sociocultural inclusion of foreign children and adolescents. 
However, these programmes were interrupted during the health emergency. Now that children are back at school, 
there is an urgent need for initiatives to promote social harmony among the student body by developing an intercultural 
approach in educational establishments. This should be fostered not only in establishments with large numbers of 
foreign students but throughout the entire school system (Stefoni et al., 2019).
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Another aspect that needs to be analysed in depth is the inclusion of students of foreign origin in higher education. 
In this regard, barriers that could be hindering their access to the system need to be identified.

The Chilean State has also made progress on guaranteeing the foreign population’s right to health, regardless of 
their migration status. Nevertheless, the studies reviewed in this paper also identify certain barriers to access that 
need to be removed, such as institutional barriers, cultural barriers and information barriers.

One factor that has received less attention is the inclusion of an intercultural perspective in the health sphere. 
Proposals in this direction suggest including intercultural mediators at health care centres and strengthening culturally 
relevant training for health professionals.

Another challenge concerning the newly arrived migrant population is mental health. The extreme vulnerability of 
this group and the situations of violence they have had to deal with lead to high levels of stress and possible trauma, 
which is why the provision of mental health services is so important.

Turning to housing, the pandemic severely affected living conditions. Key factors when designing housing policies 
include the growth in the number of informal settlements and the high numbers of migrants living in these, even 
though they do not account for the majority of the population.

Factors that need to be considered include living conditions in these settlements, the deregulation of informal 
leases in central urban areas, and the difficulties faced by the migrant population in accessing housing subsidies.

On the subject of employment, strengthening migrants’ access to work on equal terms with the local population is 
one of the major migration policy challenges that Chile is facing. This paper has shown that the migrant population is 
highly skilled and that their labour force participation rate is high. Mechanisms need to be designed to make it easier for 
migrants to have their qualifications recognized and their competencies certified so that they can access employment 
that is appropriate to their education and work experience. Policies also need to foster formal employment, and the 
State will need to work with the private sector to achieve this.

One of the most critical issues in this regard is the situation of undocumented individuals. Those with irregular 
migration statuses can only access informal work, which means that the migrant population is exposed to abuse and 
labour exploitation.



UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

29

References

Acosta, Elaine (2013), “Mujeres migrantes cuidadoras en flujos migratorios sur-sur y sur-norte: expectativas, experiencias y valoraciones”. 

Polis 12/35, pp. 35–62.

Agencia de Calidad de la Educación, Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes y Estudios y Consultorías Focus (2019), Interculturalidad en la escuela. 

Orientaciones para la inclusión de estudiantes migrantes, Agencia de Calidad de la Educación, Santiago, noviembre de 2019.

Aninat, Isabel, and Rodrigo Vergara, eds. (2019), Inmigración en Chile. Una mirada multidimensional, Fondo de Cultura Económica, Santiago.

Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo (2020), Políticas sociales en respuesta al coronavirus. La migración en América Latina y el Caribe ante el 

impacto del coronavirus, BID, publications.iadb.org/publications/spanish/document/La-migracion-en-America-Latina-y-el-Caribe-ante-el-impacto-

del-Coronavirus.pdf.

Berganza, Isabel, and Mauricio Cerna (2011), Dinámicas migratorias en la frontera Perú-Chile. Arica, Tacna e Iquique, Universidad Ruiz de 

Montoya, Lima.

Bustos González, Raúl, and Joaquín Gairín Sallán (2017), “Expectativas académicas de estudiantes y padres migrantes: el caso de Arica en la 

frontera de Chile y Perú”, Dilemas contemporáneos. Educación, políticas y valores, 4/3.

Cabieses, Báltica, Daniel Larenas, Marcela Oyarte, and Florencia Darrigrandi (2021), “Proyecto de Sistematización de la Respuesta Sanitaria 

de los Países Andinos ante la Migración Venezolana. El caso de Chile”, Universidad del Desarrollo, Universidad Cayetano Heredia, United 

Kingdom Research and Innovation and Universidad Javeriana, Santiago.

Cabieses, Báltica, Florencia Darrigrandi, Alice Blukacz, Alexandra Obach, and Claudia Silva (2020), “Migrantes venezolanos frente a la 

pandemia de Covid-19 en Chile: factores asociados a la percepción de sentirse preparado para enfrentarla”, Notas de Población 111, July–

December, pp. 43–62.

Canales, Alejandro (2022), “Estudio de las contribuciones de las migraciones recientes al desarrollo sostenible: el caso de Chile”, in Sobre las 

contribuciones de la migración al desarrollo sostenible. Estudios en países seleccionados, LC/TS.2021/195, edited by Jorge Martínez Pizarro 

and María Verónica Cano Christiny, Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe, Naciones Unidas, Santiago, 2022.

Cárdenas, Manuel (2006), “‘Y verás como quieren en Chile…’: Un estudio sobre el prejuicio hacia los inmigrantes bolivianos por parte de los 

jóvenes chilenos”, Última década, 14/24, pp. 99–124, doi.org/10.4067/S0718–22362006000100006.

Centro de Derechos Humanos (2021), Pequeños en movimiento. Situación de los niños, niñas y adolescentes no acompañados o separados 

procedentes de Venezuela, Universidad Católica Andrés Bello, Centro de Derechos Humanos, Caracas.

Centro de Estudios Socioterritoriales, Techo-Chile and Fundación Vivienda (2021), Catastro Nacional de Campamentos 2020–2021, 

Santiago, ceschile.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Catastro%20Campamentos%202020–2021%20TECHO-FV.pdf.

Centro Nacional de Estudios Migratorios (2020), “Venezolanos en Chile”, Universidad de Talca, Talca.

Contreras Gatica, Yasna, and Pedro Palma Calorio (2015), “Migración latinoamericana en el área central de Iquique: Nuevos frentes de 

localización residencial y formas desiguales de acceso a la vivienda”, Anales de Geografía de la Universidad Complutense, 35/2, pp. 54–64.

https://publications.iadb.org/publications/spanish/document/La-migracion-en-America-Latina-y-el-Caribe-ante-el-impacto-del-Coronavirus.pdf
https://publications.iadb.org/publications/spanish/document/La-migracion-en-America-Latina-y-el-Caribe-ante-el-impacto-del-Coronavirus.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4067/S0718-22362006000100006
https://ceschile.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Catastro%20Campamentos%202020–2021%20TECHO-FV.pdf


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

30

Contreras, Daniel, Soledad Cortés, and Candy Fabio (2012), “Niños, niñas y adolescentes migrantes y su derecho a la educación en Chile”, 

in Los derechos de los niños, niñas y adolescentes migrantes, refugiados y víctimas de trata internacional en Chile. Avances y desafíos, Alto 

Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Refugiados, Organización Internacional para las Migraciones y Fondo de las Naciones Unidas 

para la Infancia, Santiago.

Contreras, Dante, and Sebastián Gallardo (2021a), “The effects of mass migration on the academic performance of native students. evidence 

from Chile”, Discussion Paper No. IDB-DP-816, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington, DC.

Contreras, Dante, and Sebastián Gallardo (2021b), “The effects of mass migration on natives’ wages: evidence from Chile”, Discussion 

Paper No. IDB-DP-825, Inter-American Development Bank, Washington, DC.

Contreras, Dante, Jaime Ruiz-Tagle, and Paulina Sepúlveda, 2013, “Migración y mercado laboral en Chile”, Serie de Documentos de 

Trabajo/376, Universidad de Chile, Santiago.

Contreras, Yasna, Laura Neville, and Rodrigo González (2019), “In-formality in access to housing for Latin American migrants: a case study of 

an intermediate Chilean city”, International Journal of Housing Policy, 19/3, pp. 411–35.

Contreras, Yasna, Veera Ala-Louko, and Gricel Labbé (2015), “Acceso exclusionario y racista a la vivienda formal e informal en las áreas 

centrales de Santiago e Iquique”, Polis, 14/42, pp. 53–78.

De Lucas, Javier, 2003, “Inmigración y globalización. Acerca de los presupuestos de una política de inmigración”, Redur, 1, pp. 43–70.

Departamento de Extranjería y Migración (2020), Estimación de personas extranjeras residentes habituales en Chile al 31 de diciembre 

de 2019. Informe técnico: desagregación regional y comunal, Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas, Departamento de Extranjería y Migración, 

Santiago.

Departamento de Extranjería y Migración (2021), “Minuta Refugio en Chile”, Gobierno de Chile, Ministerio del Interior y Seguridad Pública, 

Servicio Nacional de Migraciones, Santiago, www.extranjeria.gob.cl/media/2021/02/Minuta_Refugio.pdf.

Dilla, Haroldo, and Camila Alvarez (2018), “Arica/Tacna: Los circuitos económicos de un complejo urbano transfronterizo”. Diálogo Andino, 57, 

pp. 99–109.

Doña Reveco, Cristián (2010), “La migración internacional y el Estado chileno: notas para una discusión”, Discusiones Públicas, Ignire-Centro 

de Estudio de Política Pública, 11–34.

Doña, Cristián, and Brenda Mullan (2014), “Migration Policy and Development in Chile”. International Migration 52/5, pp.1–14.

Donoso Romo, Andrés, Rafael Contreras Mühlenbrock, Leonardo Cubillos Puelma, and Luis Aravena Aragón (2006), “Interculturalidad y 

políticas públicas en educación. Reflexiones desde Santiago de Chile”, Estudios Pedagógicos, 32/1, pp. 21–31.

Duarte Hidalgo, Cory, Paulina Bailón Sanhueza, Fabián Araya Contreras, and Johanna Álvarez Álvarez (2015), “Procesos migratorios 

transnacionales en asentamientos irregulares en la comuna de Copiapó, región de Atacama”, Odisea: Revista de Estudios Migratorios, 2, pp. 

79–107.

Fernández, María Paz (2018), Mapa del estudiantado extranjero en el sistema escolar chileno (2015–2017), Working Document no. 12, 

Ministerio de Educación, Santiago.

http://www.extranjeria.gob.cl/media/2021/02/Minuta_Refugio.pdf


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

31

Finn, Victoria, and Sebastián Umpierrez (2020), “Inclusive language for exclusive policies: restrictive migration governance in Chile, 2018”. 

Latin American Policy 11/1, pp. 42–61.

Fondo de las Naciones Unidas para la Infancia and Ministerio de Educación (2018), Diálogos para la inclusión de estudiantes extranjeros. 

Informe de devolución, UNICEF and MINEDUC, Santiago.

Freier, Luisa Feline, and Marcia Vera Espinoza (2021), “COVID-19 and immigrants’ increased exclusion: the politics of immigrant integration in 

Chile and Peru”, Frontiers in Human Dynamics, 3, www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fhumd.2021.606871/full.

Freier, Luisa Feline, and Nicolas Parent (2018), “A South American migration crisis: Venezuelan outflows test neighbors’ hospitality”, Migration 

Policy Institute, www.migrationpolicy.org/article/south-american-migration-crisis-venezuelan-outflows-test-neighbors-hospitality.

Galaz, Caterine, Nicolás Gissi, and Marisol Facuse, eds. (2020), Migraciones transnacionales. Inclusiones, diferencias y posibilidades de 

reconocimiento, Social-Ediciones, Santiago.

Gálvez, Roberto (2021), “Iquique: marcha contra migrantes terminó en la quema de pertenencias de extranjeros”, La Tercera, September 

26, www.latercera.com/la-tercera-domingo/noticia/iquique-marcha-contra-migrantes-termino-en-la-quema-de-pertenencias-de-extranjeros/

CH7A5N7DTRBJ5BGSVGBB7OYMTQ.

González, Juan Andrés, and Jacobo Palacios (2013), “Diagnóstico de la ley que establece disposiciones sobre protección de refugiados y su 

aplicación: ley No20.430”, Fundación de Ayuda Social de las Iglesias Cristianas FASIC, Santiago.

Green, Tomás (2018), “¿Es razonable la imposición de una visa consular de turismo a los haitianos?”, Diario Constitucional, April 24, www.

diarioconstitucional.cl/articulos/es-razonable-la-imposicion-de-una-visa-consular-de-turismo-a-los-haitianos.

Guerrero Jiménez, Bernardo (2021), “Quemar al otro. El día en que Iquique ardió”, CIPER, October 6, www.ciperchile.cl/2021/10/06/quemar-al-

otro-el-dia-en-que-iquique-ardio.

Guizardi, Menara (2016), “El (des)control del Yo. Frontera y simultaneidad en una etnografía sobre las migrantes peruanas en Arica (Chile)”, 

Estudios Atacameños 53, pp. 159–184, https://revistas.ucn.cl/index.php/estudios-atacamenos/article/view/1342.

Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas (2018), “Características de la inmigración internacional en Chile. Censo 2017”, Instituto Nacional de 

Estadísticas, Santiago, www.censo2017.cl/descargas/inmigracion/181123-documento-migracion.pdf.

Inter-Agency Coordination Platform for Refugees and Migrants (2020), RMRP 2020 for Refugees and Migrants from Venezuela, R4V, data2.

unhcr.org/es/documents/details/73277.

International Organization for Migration (2021), World Migration Report 2022. IOM, Geneva.

Jarufe Bader, Juan Pablo (2018), “Historia de la legislación migratoria nacional”, Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, 3 July, 

obtienearchivo.bcn.cl/obtienearchivo?id=repositorio/10221/25549/1/Historia_de_la_legislacion_migratoria_nacional.pdf.

Leiva, Sandra, and César Ross (2016), “Migración circular y trabajo de cuidado: fragmentación de trayectorias laborales de migrantes 

bolivianas en Tarapacá”. Psicoperspectivas: Individuo y Sociedad 15/3, pp. 56–66.

Liberona Concha, Nanette (2015), “De las fronteras geopolíticas a las fronteras sociales. La migración boliviana a través de la prensa de 

Tarapacá (1990–2007)”, Estudios Fronterizos, 16/32, pp. 41–74.

https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fhumd.2021.606871/full
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/south-american-migration-crisis-venezuelan-outflows-test-neighbors-hospitality
http://www.latercera.com/la-tercera-domingo/noticia/iquique-marcha-contra-migrantes-termino-en-la-quema-de-pertenencias-de-extranjeros/CH7A5N7DTRBJ5BGSVGBB7OYMTQ
http://www.latercera.com/la-tercera-domingo/noticia/iquique-marcha-contra-migrantes-termino-en-la-quema-de-pertenencias-de-extranjeros/CH7A5N7DTRBJ5BGSVGBB7OYMTQ
http://www.diarioconstitucional.cl/articulos/es-razonable-la-imposicion-de-una-visa-consular-de-turismo-a-los-haitianos
http://www.diarioconstitucional.cl/articulos/es-razonable-la-imposicion-de-una-visa-consular-de-turismo-a-los-haitianos
http://www.ciperchile.cl/2021/10/06/quemar-al-otro-el-dia-en-que-iquique-ardio
http://www.ciperchile.cl/2021/10/06/quemar-al-otro-el-dia-en-que-iquique-ardio
http://www.censo2017.cl/descargas/inmigracion/181123-documento-migracion.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/73277
https://data2.unhcr.org/es/documents/details/73277
https://obtienearchivo.bcn.cl/obtienearchivo?id=repositorio/10221/25549/1/Historia_de_la_legislacion_migratoria_nacional.pdf


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

32

Liberona Concha, Nanette P., Carlos D. Piñones Rivera, and Haroldo Dilla Alfonso (2021), “De la migración forzada al tráfico de migrantes: la 

migración clandestina en tránsito de Cuba hacia Chile”, Migraciones Internacionales, 12/9.

Liberona Concha, Nanette, and Evelyn López San Francisco (2018), “Crisis del sistema humanitario en Chile. Refugiadas colombianas 

deslegitimadas en la frontera norte”, Estudios Atacameños, 60, pp. 193–212.

Lube Guizardi, Menara, Eleonora López Contreras, Felipe Valdebenito, and Esteban Nazal (2020), “Trajectories of violence: The border 

experiences of Peruvian women between Tacna (Peru) and Arica (Chile)”, Simbiótica, 7/3.

Martínez, Jorge, and Cristián Orrego (2016), “Nuevas tendencias y dinámicas migratorias en América Latina y el Caribe”, Población y 

Desarrollo, CEPAL and OIM, Santiago.

Micheletti, Stefano, ed. (2016), “Migración, interculturalidad e inclusión social en el Maule”, Cuadernos de la Escuela de Sociología, 1/2.

Ministerio de Educación (2017), “Orientaciones técnicas para la inclusión educativa de estudiantes extranjeros,” MINEDUC, Santiago, 

bibliotecadigital.mineduc.cl/handle/20.500.12365/438.

Olea, Helena (2012), “Refugiados en Chile: análisis de la ley 20.430 y su reglamento”, in Informe anual sobre derechos humanos en Chile 

2012, edited by Alberto Coddou, Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago, pp. 109–30.

Organización de los Estados Americanos (2020), Situación de los migrantes y refugiados venezolanos en Chile, OEA, Oficina de la Secretaría 

General para la Crisis de Migrantes y Refugiados Venezolanos, Santiago, abril de 2020.

Organización Internacional para las Migraciones (2019), La experiencia migratoria de venezolanos que se desplazan a Chile, OIM, Santiago.

Pavez Soto, Iskra (2012), “Inmigración y racismo: experiencias de la niñez peruana en Santiago de Chile”, Si Somos Americanos. Revista de 

Estudios Transfronterizos, 12/1, pp. 75–99.

Pérez, Miguel (2019), “‘Uno tiene que tener casa donde nació’. Ciudadanía y derecho a la ciudad en Santiago”, EURE. Revista Latinoamericana 

de Estudios Urbanos Regionales, 45/135, pp. 71–90.

Poblete, Rolando, and Caterine Galaz (2016), “Niños y niñas migrantes. Trayectorias de inclusión educativa en escuelas de la Región 

Metropolitana”, Superintendencia de Educación, Santiago.

Ramos Rodríguez, Romina, and Marcela Tapia Ladino (2019), “Una mirada heterogénea del espacio fronterizo: el caso de la frontera 

tarapaqueña (Chile)”, Revista CIDOB d’Afers Internacionals, 122, pp. 187–210.

Saffirio, Florencia, and Paula Klenner (2020), Análisis y recomendaciones para la modificación y desarrollo de marcos normativos y políticas 

nacionales que garanticen el acceso y la inclusión educativa de personas en situación de movilidad: Resumen ejectivo. UNESCO, Santiago.

Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes (2021a), CASEN y migración: una caracterización de la pobreza, el trabajo y la seguridad social en la población 

migrante, SJM, Santiago, www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Informe-CASEN_compressed-2.pdf.

Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes (2021b), Migración en Chile. Anuario 2020. Medidas migratorias, vulnerabilidad y oportunidades en un año de 

pandemia, SJM, Santiago.

https://bibliotecadigital.mineduc.cl/handle/20.500.12365/438
https://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Informe-CASEN_compressed-2.pdf


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

33

Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes (2021c), Encuesta Voces Migrantes 2021, SJM, Santiago, www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/

Informe-Total-de-resultados-Voces-migrantes_compressed.pdf.

Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, Colegio Médico and Instituto de Ciencias e Innovación en Medicina (2022), Informe CASEN y migración: 

avances y brechas en el acceso a salud de la población migrante, SJM, Santiago, https://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/

Informe-CASEN-III_compressed.pdf.

Servicio Jesuita a Migrantes, n.d., “Ingreso por paso no habilitado en 2021 llega a su máximo histórico”, SJM, Santiago, sjmchile.

org/2021/09/06/ingreso-por-paso-no-habilitado-en-2021-llega-a-su-maximo-historico.

Silva Dittborn, Claudia, and Carolina Stefoni (2020), “El valor de los títulos profesionales cuando hablamos de migración: experiencia de 

migrantes calificados venezolanos en Chile”, in Migraciones transnacionales: inclusiones diferenciales y posibilidades de reconocimiento, 

edited by Caterine Galaz, Nicolás Gissi and Marisol Facuse, Social-Ediciones, Santiago, pp. 109–37.

Stang Alva, Fernanda, Antonia Lara Edwards, and Marcos Andrade Moreno (2020), “Retórica humanitaria y expulsabilidad: migrantes 

haitianos y gobernabilidad migratoria en Chile”, Si Somos Americanos. Revista de Estudios Transfronterizos, 20/1, pp. 176–201.

Stang Alva, María F., Andrea M. Riedemann Fuentes, Carolina Stefoni Espinoza, and Javier Corvalán Rodríguez (2021), “Narrativas 

sobre diversidad cultural y migración en escuelas de Chile”, Magis. Revista Internacional de Investigación en Educación, 14, pp. 1–32, doi.

org/10.11144/Javeriana.m14.ndcm.

Stefoni Espinoza, Carolina, Ignacio Cienfuegos, Mauricio Araneda, Fernanda Stang, and Esteban Valenzuela (2017), Por una región 

minera diversificada y cosmopolita fraterna. Diagnóstico participativo y propuestas de política migratoria y de empleo para las ciudades de 

Antofagasta y Calama, Universidad Alberto Hurtado, Santiago.

Stefoni Espinoza, Carolina, Menara Lube Guizardi, and Herminia Gonzálvez Torralbo (2018), “La construcción política de la frontera. Entre 

los discursos nacionalistas y la producción de trabajadores precarios”, Polis. Revista Latinoamericana, 51, pp. 137–62.

Stefoni, Carolina, Alice Blukacz, Báltica Cabieses, Wualter Velez, Juan Manuel Saldívar, Ana Mujica, Claudia Silva, and Karina Jaramillo 

(2021), Inserción sociolaboral de la población migrante y refugiada venezolana en la Región Metropolitana y la Región de Los Lagos, Konrad 

Adenauer Stiftung, Santiago.

Stefoni, Carolina, and Diego Sánchez (2021), “Inmigración en Chile. La (de)construcción de ciudadanía en tiempos de pandemia”, in Una 

mirada sistemática sobre las migraciones en América Larina y El Caribe: El Estado y la economia como factores de influencia, edited by Dirk 

Bornschein, II Informe Regional del Sistema Flacso, FLACSO Secretaría Regional, pp. 47–60.

Stefoni, Carolina, and Fernanda Stang (2017), “El campo de estudio de las migraciones en Chile: un espejo para observar realidades 

silenciadas”, Iconos, 58, pp. 109–129.

Stefoni, Carolina, Báltica Cabieses, and Alice Blukacz (2021), “Migraciones y COVID-19: cuando el discurso securitista amenaza el derecho a 

la salud”, Simbiótica, 8/2, pp. 38–66.

Stefoni, Carolina, Claudia Silva, and Sebastián Brito (2019), “Migración venezolana en Chile. La (des)esperanza de los jóvenes”, in Crisis y 

migración de población venezolana. Entre la desprotección y la seguridad jurídica en Latinoamérica, edited by Luciana Gandini, Fernando 

Lozano Ascencio and Victoria Prieto, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City, pp. 259–284.

http://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Informe-Total-de-resultados-Voces-migrantes_compressed.pdf
http://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Informe-Total-de-resultados-Voces-migrantes_compressed.pdf
https://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Informe-CASEN-III_compressed.pdf
https://www.migracionenchile.cl/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Informe-CASEN-III_compressed.pdf
https://sjmchile.org/2021/09/06/ingreso-por-paso-no-habilitado-en-2021-llega-a-su-maximo-historico
https://sjmchile.org/2021/09/06/ingreso-por-paso-no-habilitado-en-2021-llega-a-su-maximo-historico
https://doi.org/10.11144/Javeriana.m14.ndcm
https://doi.org/10.11144/Javeriana.m14.ndcm


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

34

Stefoni, Carolina, Matías Jaramillo, Alfonso Urzúa, Gustavo Macaya, Josefina Palma, Aline Bravo, and Carolina Díaz (2022), “Necesidades 

humanitarias personas venezolanas con ingreso reciente a Chile”, Universidad de Tarapacá-ACNUR.

Stefoni, Carolina, Teresa Rojas, Andrea Riedemann, and Fernanda Stang (2019), “Interculturalidad en contextos migratorios. Desafíos 

para pensar un sistema escolar inclusivo y justo”, in Horizontes y propuestas para transformar el sistema educativo chileno, Biblioteca del 

Congreso Nacional, Santiago, pp. 168–98.

Tapia Ladino, Marcela, Nanette Liberona Concha, and Yasna Contreras Gatica (2017), “El surgimiento de un territorio circulatorio en la 

frontera chileno-peruana: estudio de las prácticas socio-espaciales fronterizas”, Revista de Geografía Norte Grande, 66, pp. 117–41.

Tapia Ladino, Marcela, Yasna Contreras Gatica, and Carolina Stefoni Espinoza (2021), “Movilidad fronteriza, sujetos móviles y multianclados 

en el acceso de la vivienda. Los casos: Iquique, Alto Hospicio y Antofagasta”, Anales de Geografía de la Universidad Complutense, 41/1, pp. 

265–291.

Thayer Correa, Luis Eduardo, Fernanda Stang Alva, and Charlene Dilla Rodríguez (2020), “La política del estado de ánimo. La debilidad de 

las políticas migratorias locales en Santiago de Chile”, Perfiles Latinoamericanos, 28/55, pp. 171–201.

Tijoux, María Emilia (2013), “Las escuelas de la inmigración en la ciudad de Santiago: elementos para una educación contra el racismo”, Polis, 

12/35, pp. 287–307, doi.org/10.4067/S0718–65682013000200013.

United Nations (2019), International Migrant Stock 2019, POP/DB/MIG/Stock/Rev.2019, United Nations Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs, Population Division, www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/docs/MigrationStockDocumentation_2019.

pdf.

Universidad del Desarrollo (2021), Informe de resultados. Migrantes internacionales en residencias sanitarias en Chile durante la pandemia 

COVID-19: hacia una respuesta ética en emergencias sanitarias, Universidad del Desarrollo y Organización Mundial de la Salud, Santiago, 

repositorio.udd.cl/bitstream/handle/11447/3848/Migrantes%20internacionales%20en%20residencias%20sanitarias.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y.

Urria Yáñez, Ignacio (2020), Impacto de la población migrante en el mercado laboral y arcas fiscales entre 2010 y 2019 en Chile, Servicio 

Jesuita a Migrantes and Fundación Avina, Santiago.

Vargas Cárdenas, Andrea (2020), “Tratados internacionales suscritos y ratificados por Chile sobre derechos humanos. Recomendaciones 

internacionales con incidencia constitucional”, Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile, Asesoría Técnica Parlamentaria, Santiago.

Vargas, Francisca (2019), “Informe Anual sobre Derechos Humanos en Chile 2019”, Universidad Diego Portales, Santiago.

Vásquez, Jorge, Victoria Finn, and Sebastián Umpierrez de Reguero (2021), “Cambiando la cerradura. Intenciones legislativas del proyecto 

de ley de migraciones en Chile”, Colombia Internacional, 106, pp. 57–87.

https://doi.org/10.4067/S0718-65682013000200013
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/docs/MigrationStockDocumentation_2019.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/data/estimates2/docs/MigrationStockDocumentation_2019.pdf
https://repositorio.udd.cl/bitstream/handle/11447/3848/Migrantes%20internacionales%20en%20residencias%20sanitarias.pdf?sequence=4&isAllowed=y


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

35

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 1
A Conceptual Framework for Analyzing the Economic Impact 
of COVID-19 and its Policy Implications
Constantino Hevia and Andy Neumeyer

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 2
Suggestions for the emergency
Santiago Levy

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 3
The economic impact of COVID-19 on Venezuela: the urgency 
of external financing
Daniel Barráez and Ana María Chirinos-Leañez

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 4
Social and economic impact of the COVID-19 and policy 
options in Honduras
Andrés Ham

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 5
COVID-19 and external shock: Economic impacts and policy 
options in Peru
Miguel Jaramillo and Hugo Ñopo

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 6
Social and Economic Impact of COVID-19 and Policy Options 
in Argentina
María Laura Alzúa and Paula Gosis

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 7
International financial cooperation in the face of Latin 
America’s economic crisis
José Antonio Ocampo

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 8
COVID-19 and social protection of poor and vulnerable 
groups in Latin America: a conceptual framework
Nora Lustig and Mariano Tommasi

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 9
Social and economic impact of the COVID-19 and policy 
options in Jamaica
Manuel Mera

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 10
Social and economic impact of COVID-19 and policy options 
in Uruguay
Alfonso Capurro, Germán Deagosto, Sebastián Ithurralde and 
Gabriel Oddone

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 11
Coronavirus in Colombia: vulnerability and policy options
Andres Alvarez, Diana León, María Medellín, Andres 
Zambrano and Hernando Zuleta

UNDP LAC C19 PDS N°. 12
COVID-19 and vulnerability: a multidimensional poverty 
perspective in El Salvador
Rodrigo Barraza, Rafael Barrientos, Xenia Díaz, Rafael Pleitez 
and Víctor Tablas. UNDP country office El Salvador

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 13
Development challenges in the face of COVID-19 in Mexico. 
Socio-economic overview
UNDP country office Mexico

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 14 A
Lessons from COVID-19 for a Sustainability Agenda in Latin 
America and the Caribbean
Diana Carolina León and Juan Camilo Cárdenas

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 14 B
Latin America and the Caribbean: Natural Wealth and 
Environmental Degradation in the XXI Century
Diana Carolina León and Juan Camilo Cárdenas

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 15
Social and Economic Impacts of the COVID-19 and Policy 
Option in the Dominican Republic
Sócrates Barinas and Mariana Viollaz

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 16
The Bahamas Country Note: Impact of COVID-19 and policy 
options
Manuel Mera

https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/conceptual-framework-analyzing-economic-impact-covid-19-and-its-policy-implication?cq_ck=1585494945358
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/suggestions-emergency
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/economic-impact-covid-19-venezuela-urgency-external-financing
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-and-economic-impact-covid-19-and-policy-options-honduras
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/covid-19-and-external-shock-economic-impacts-and-policy-options-peru
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-and-economic-impact-covid-19-and-policy-options-argentina
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/international-financial-cooperation-face-latin-americas-economic-crisis
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/covid-19-and-social-protection-poor-and-vulnerable-groups-latin-america-conceptual-framework
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-and-economic-impact-covid-19-and-policy-options-jamaica
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-and-economic-impact-covid-19-and-policy-options-uruguay
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/coronavirus-colombia-vulnerability-and-policy-options
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/covid-19-and-vulnerability-multidimensional-poverty-perspective-el-salvador
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/development-challenges-face-covid-19-mexico-socio-economic-overview
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/lessons-covid-19-sustainability-agenda-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/latin-america-and-caribbean-natural-wealth-and-environmental-degradation-xxi-century
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-and-economic-impacts-covid-19-and-policy-option-dominican-republic
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/bahamas-country-note-impact-covid-19-and-policy-options


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

36

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 17
Promoting socio-economic recovery in Paraguay Report – 
Economic Reactivation strategies during COVID-19
UNDP country office Paraguay

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 18
The Coronavirus and the challenges for women’s work in 
Latin America
Diana Gutiérrez, Guillermina Martin, Hugo Ñopo 

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 19
COVID-19 and primary and secondary education: the impact 
of the crisis and public policy implications for Latin America 
and the Caribbean
Sandra García Jaramillo

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 20
Challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic in the health of 
women, children, and adolescents in Latin America and the 
Caribbean
Arachu Castro

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 21
Planning a Sustainable Post-Pandemic Recovery in Latin 
America and the Caribbean
Mauricio Cárdenas and Juan José Guzmán Ayala

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 22
COVID-19 in Bolivia: On the path to recovering development
UNDP Bolivia Office

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 23
Do we Need to Rethink Debt Policy in Latam?
Federico Sturzenegger

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 24
Policy Responses to the Pandemic for COVID-19 in Latin 
America and the Caribbean: The Use of Cash Transfer 
Programs and Social Protection Information Systems
Guillermo M. Cejudo, Cynthia L. Michel, Pablo de los Cobos

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 25
The impacts of COVID-19 on women’s economic autonomy in 
Latin America and the Caribbean
Paola Bergallo, Marcelo Mangini, Mariela Magnelli & Sabina 
Bercovich

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 26 
The invisible COVID-19 graveyard: intergenerational losses 
for the poorest young people and actions to address a human 
development pandemic
Orazio Attanasio & Ranjita Rajan

UNDP LAC C19 PDS Nº. 27
Social Protection Response to COVID-19 in Brazil
André Portela Souza, Lycia Lima, Camila Magalhaes, Gabriel 
Marcondes, Giovanna Chaves, Juliana Camargo, Luciano 
Máximo (FGV EESP Clear)

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 28
El sistema tributario colombiano: diagnóstico y propuestas de 
reforma
Leopoldo Fergusson and Marc Hofstetter

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 29
The Economic Impact of the War in Ukraine on 
Latin America and the Caribbean
Mauricio Cárdenas and Alejandra Hernández

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 30
Migration in Mexico: complexities and challenges
Elena Sánchez-Montijano and Roberto Zedillo Ortega

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 31
Migration in the Dominican Republic: context, 
challenges and opportunities
Daniel Morales and Catherine Rodríguez

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 32
Migration in Chile: trends and policy
responses in the period 2000-2021
Carolina Stefoni and Dante Contreras

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 33
Migration and migration policy in Ecuador in 
the period 2000-2021
Gioconda Herrera

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 34
Migration in Colombia and public policy responses
Sebastián Bitar

https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/promoting-socio-economic-recovery-paraguay-report-–-economic-reactivation-strategies-during-covid-19
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/coronavirus-and-challenges-women’s-work-latin-america
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/covid-19-and-primary-and-secondary-education-impact-crisis-and-public-policy-implications-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/challenges-posed-covid-19-pandemic-health-women-children-and-adolescents-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/planning-sustainable-post-pandemic-recovery-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/covid-19-bolivia-path-recovering-development
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/do-we-need-rethink-debt-policy-latam
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/policy-responses-pandemic-covid-19-latin-america-and-caribbean-use-cash-transfer-programs-and-social-protection
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/impacts-covid-19-women’s-economic-autonomy-latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/invisible-covid-19-graveyard-intergenerational-losses-poorest-young-people-and-actions-address-human-development-pandemic
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/social-protection-response-covid-19-brazil
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/colombian-tax-system-diagnostic-review-and-proposals-reform
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/policy-documents
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/migration-mexico-complexities-and-challenges
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/migration-dominican-republic-context-challenges-and-opportunities


UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

37

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 35
Recent migration to Peru: situation, policy responses and 
opportunities
María Cecilia Dedios and Felipe Ruiz

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 36
Migrations in Costa Rica: development of recent migration 
policies for your attentions
Laura Solís and Jason Hernández

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 37
Migration in Trinidad and Tobago: Current Tends and Policies
Elizabeth Thomas-Hopeez

UNDP LAC PDS Nº. 38
Migration in Barbados: What do we know?
Natalie Dietrich Jones

https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/promoting-socio-economic-recovery-paraguay-report-–-economic-reactivation-strategies-during-covid-19
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/promoting-socio-economic-recovery-paraguay-report-–-economic-reactivation-strategies-during-covid-19
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/migration-trinidad-and-tobago-current-trends-and-policies
https://www.undp.org/latin-america/publications/promoting-socio-economic-recovery-paraguay-report-–-economic-reactivation-strategies-during-covid-19


www.undp.org/latin-america 

UNDP Latin America and the Caribbean
POLICY DOCUMENTS SERIES

We acknowledge the kind support of the Spanish Cooperation.

http://www.undp.org/latin-america 

