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DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGES
Multinational companies have made sizeable 
investments in Mozambique’s vast natural 
resources, including coal and off-shore natural 
gas. A 2013 report cited government estimates 
that the country would receive investments around 
US$ 50 billion by 2023. These investments have 
come at a cost, however, with significant impacts on 
human rights. 
For instance, researchers, including those from 
Human Rights Watch, have raised concerns about 
a government resettlement policy – and company 
implementation of the policy – that uprooted farming 
communities to make way for the mining operations 
of Vale and Rio Tinto. Many of the 1,429 households 
were moved to arid land far from rivers and markets, 
affecting their livelihoods and resulting in food and 
water shortages. Other business-related abuses 
persist around child labour, forced labour, security-
related abuses in the extractives industry, and 
land acquisitions leading to displacements that 
disproportionately impact women. 
OBJECTIVES   
The project will strengthen responsible business 
practices in Japan and the target countries by 
improving the ability of national authorities, 
Japanese businesses, suppliers and partners to 
carry out human rights due diligence (HRDD).

 In Mozambique, the project seeks to achieve the 
following: 
•	 Increased awareness of the importance 

of responsible business practices among 
governments, businesses and civil society.

•	 Strengthened capacity of Japanese businesses 
and their suppliers and partners to carry out 
HRDD. 

•	 Initialization of the development of a National 
Action Plan on Business and Human Rights. 

•	 Better managed reputational and operational 
risks of Japanese companies operating in 
Mozambique directly or through suppliers.

PROJECT OUTPUTS 	
Output 1:  Japanese companies, their suppliers and 
partners are supported in their efforts to remain 
competitive and drive a just recovery by ensuring 
compliance with human rights standards throughout 
their value chains.
Output 2: Governments and other state authorities 
of 17 countries are supported in the development or 
implementation of National Action Plans on Business 
and Human Rights or similar policies.

CONTRIBUTION TO SDGS   
The project will contribute to SDGs 1, 5, 8, 10, 16 , 17      
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