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FOREWORD

There must always be a space for the youth to act — a room for them to freely
engage with one another and with institutions in the effort to create a better
world for everyone. The stakes are high as we continuously move towards
achieving sustainable development amid the challenges brought about by the
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and other global events, and by the volatility
and uncertainty of the present.

One thing we are sure of is that there is hope for the future.

UNDP takes pride in convening young people by providing a safe platform for
them to share their ideas, concerns and motivations for their own and the world'’s
future. Through the Youth Co:Lab Programme, we have built stronger relationships
with the youth. We have seen their passion and actions that effectively engaged
and influenced fellow youth and other groups to work towards a better world. We
have worked with them to identify issues and problems, and to co-design and co-
create impactful solutions. Since 2017, Youth Co:lab has engaged 1,282 young
leaders, social innovators, and entrepreneurs in the Philippines. And our work has
just started.As we shall see in this report, in 2021, the youth were very hopeful and
enthusiastic about collaborating and finding solutions to pressing issues related to
governance, climate change, decent employment, health care, education, and
inclusion. The youth are prepared now more than any other previous timeto
engage with the world and influence sustainable development.

We need to create more opportunities for youth to respond to today’s challenges
and contribute to their communities’ development through leadership,
innovation, and entrepreneurship.

| hope this report inspires all stakeholders and enablers to continue to share
wisdom and expertise with the youth.

Most importantly, for the youth, | hope this report motivates you to continue to
raise your voices, come together, and lead the remaining years of the decade of
action for the UN Sustainable Development Goals. | am confident that our joint
efforts will heal our planet, promote peace, and foster inclusive environments
where no one is left behind.

Dr. Selva Ramachandran
Resident Representative,
UNDP Philippines
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The World We Want sought to gather feedback from the Filipino youth about the
world they envision by 2030. It convened key supporters, governments, and
development organizations to understand how it was possible to create a safer, more
inclusive, and impactful space for young Filipino changemakers to thrive and achieve
the visions they have laid down. The consultations were attended by 150 young
individuals from all over the Philippines and a few other countries.

Based on the responses, looking into the next 5-10 years, the youth were most hopeful
about good governance, post-COVID recovery, and the climate emergency. The youth
were also asked which themes they were most worried about which were climate
emergency, good governance, and conflicts and disasters. They would be most
passionate to work on education, social innovation, gender equality, entrepreneurship,
environment, and health. When asked whether they are on their path to the World We
Want, the participants' responses were divided, almost evenly split between the
“yvesses" and the “almosts.” On the question of how satisfied they are in their path to the
world we want, the youth, across all consultation sessions, provided a wide range of
answers, with some going as high as 10 and some expressing complete dissatisfaction
at 0. As a group, they averaged a rating of 5.95, or roughly 6, out of the possible 10.




Based on the insights from the youth, the following were their
recommendations for their “supporters”:

To create more opportunities for young people to participate in
activities that allow them to test and develop their ideas, as these
are great avenues for knowledge sharing and network building.

The group understands, and is in recommendation of,
the need to continue lobbying for policies that ensure
genuine youth participation in relevant policy-making
processes.

To warrant the fulfillment of the 2030
Agenda, key players will have to devise
collective responses.

“'\ the future, it is necessary to extend the

" accessibility of development programs and
initiatives to all Filipino youth, most
especially to those in marginalized and far-
flung communities through unified work,
pooled resources, and a whole-of-society
approach. This will also be beneficial in
making the supporters’ efforts more visible
to the youth and fulfill their need for
involvement in the development process.
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A first of its kind in the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in the Philippines, the World We Want Philippines is a week-
long activity held last 9-13 August 2021 in celebration of the International
Youth Day. Taking off from the previous success of youth dialogues
through Youth Co:lab, a regional initiative on youth leadership,
innovation and entrepreneurship, the World We Want sought to
harness capacities of youth-led organizations in spearheading
community events or activities for their fellow youth, staying true to the

with the youth,

by the youth.”

The highlight of the week-long activity were the youth consultations led
by UNDP which sought to gather insights from Filipino youth about the
world they envision by 2030.

This report attempts to encapsulate information gathered from the
consultations; seeks to inform UNDP Philippines’ Youth Engagement
Strategy, in alignment with UN Youth2030; and ultimately to support
public sector decision makers in designing better interventions for
young Filipinos.






P

&Y METHODOLOGY

The three (3) World We Want Consultations were
held online and facilitated by the UNDP youth team.
The methodology of the consultations revolved
around futures thinking to understand better where
young Filipinos are today, where they want to be in
the future, and who their supporters are including
their roles. The methodology, including the prompt
guestions, was designed in conjunction with the
Bangkok Regional Hub (BRH)'s consultations and
localized to fit the context of the Philippines.

Mentimeter, an online interactive presentation
platform built for conducting live polls, was used to
collect real-time data which was later processed and
consolidated in spreadsheet format.

On the last day of the week-long activity, an online
roundtable discussion with select  youth
organizations, community partners, and decision-
makers to identify recommendations on how
government and development partners could
further support youth change-making.

This report was reviewed by relevant UNDP staff
from the Bangkok Regional Hub (BRH) and the
Philippines; all of which provided reactions and
commitments in response to the World We Want
Philippines.

The insights processed will be shared with the
National Youth Commission and the UN Thematic
Group on Youth with the intention of encouraging
more conversations on how youth's voices can be
lobbied to decision makers to feed into public policy
and programs. As such they were asked the key
guestion “as enablers, how can we create a safer,
more inclusive, and impactful space for young
changemakers to thrive?”




LIMITATIONS +

OPPORTUNITIES

The World We Want consultations were designed to be qualitative and the
guantitative results are not indicative nor a representation of the entire youth
population in the Philippines. Cross tabulation was not possible due to the
nature of Mentimeter's data structure. Therefore, correlations were not
considered. In addition, data collection pertinent to gender disaggregated
needs improvement, ensuring that gender and sex are differentiated during
registration for the consultations. In addition, deeper analysis on some prompt
guestions were not possible due to the nature of the methodology.

This, however, leaves a lot of room for opportunities to explore expansion of the
methodology using different online platforms and even offline methods,
including diving deeper into stories of participants. Prompt questions may also
vary depending on what is most relevant to young people, including
distinction between support from local and national governments. In the next
iterations, more interactive and creative facilitation techniques can be used.
Ultimately, the proven and tested methodology may also be applied to offline
and targeted consultations to cater to participants who belong to
marginalized sectors and those who may not have access to the internet.



The Republic Act 8044 otherwise known as the Youth in Nation-
Building Act of 1995, defines Filipino youth to be Filipino individuals
“those with ages 15 — 30" while the Bangsamoro Autonomous
Region of Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) extends the youth definition
to 40 years old in the Bangsamoro Autonomy Act No. 10. As of 2015,
the Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) reported that 29.31% of the
population belonged the age bracket as per national definition. As
of Thursday, 26 August 2021, this accounts for 32,621,500 young
Filipinos. Right about the number the National Youth Commission
(NYC) has predicted that the youth population would be by 2022.

Young Filipinos desire to get involved and engaged in the fight
against social injustice and discrimination but spaces, such as
forums or workshops, fo.ff.e-}n-powerment and active participation
are limited to some ‘extent, which will be elaborated further in
this report. As such,rmtniatwes such as Youth Coillab appeal to
them. By investing in- t‘fze youth through leadership, innovation,

and entrepreneurshlp, they galn a platiform through which they
- feel recogmzed as '-advocates and competent partners in
development. And, ll"i' positi ’nlng young people front and center,
Youth Co:Lab empewe. lag) to design creative and innovative ;
solutions that will solve the country's most pressing challenges. /* 4
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" The consultations were held from 9 - 15 of August, attended by 187 participants. One
hundred fifty were youth ages 15-30, 85% of which tuned in from all over the
Philippines, while the remaining 15% were overseas participants from Bangladesh,
India, Nigeria, and Thailand. The crowd was predominantly from the lower age
brackets, with 24.67% and 60% coming from the 18-24 and 15-17 age ranges,
respectively. The consultations drew active participation from young women featuring
a group composed of 66% female, 31% male, 2% non-binary, and 1% who preferred not
to say. It is important to note, however, that when asked which underrepresented
sectors participants belong to, 28 young people identified themselves as LGBTQIA+ and
79 identified themselves as women, rendering the data on gender inconsistent.

85%
Participants from
Philippines

60% of the participants identified themselves as members of underrepresented sectors
as indicated in Figure 2. The majority of which were young women (79), LGBTQIA+ (28),
and youth affected by crises (19).

Number of participants
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During the consultations, participants were asked
a series of questions with the following responses.
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Access to decent work

Access to primary
healthcare

Accessto social
welfare services
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Thinking about t'he

Climate emergency

Corg_ﬁcts?nd
next 5-10 years, select Digital inclusion
the 3 trends that you Education

Gender equality

are most hopeful _
Globalization

Good governance
Post-COVID recovery

Number of participants 0 25 50 75

In the twilight of the current Administration, with national elections just a few months
away, about half of the young participants expressed optimism for good governance.
Throughout the consultations the youth have been curious asking questions such as, “How
can we select a better leader to govern the country,” or “Kailan matatapos ang maling
pamamalakad ng gobyerno?" [When will the mismanagement of government be over?].

Considering the seventeen (17) months of lockdown that has passed as of the August 2021
when the daily new case rate approached the 20,000 marks, the youth are still very hopeful
on post-COVID-19 recovery. With the hope for better governance comes the faith that the
next elected set of leaders can come up with a more organized approach for the country to
emerge stronger from the pandemic.

Third, the youth are also hopeful about climate action and are looking forward to the
actions being taken to address the climate emergency.

On the other end of the spectrum, however, the youth expressed the least anticipation on
the state of local conflicts and disasters. Regardless of being within sight of ending decades
long violent civil conflict and bringing its poorest region towards lasting peace and
sustainable development (Ramachandran and Kumar, 2021), the youth expressed very little
enthusiasm on the matter and received the least votes on the themes the youth are most
hopeful about. It may be argued that this could be attributed to youth’s lack of exposure to
these issues.

With unemployment still rising during the pandemic (Unemployment Rate in June 2021 Is
Estimated at 7.7 Percent, 2021) the youth are unenthusiastic about possible improvements
in access to decent work. Unemployment is further exacerbated by extreme economic
recession and job seeking tends to be highly difficult especially for the young applicants. In
a very populated labor market with very minimal opportunities and with employers also
looking to cut costs, companies and organizations tend to lean towards employing more
“seasoned” applicants. Seasoned workers, nocnetheless, are not exempt, as the pandemic
has ravaged the lives of and opportunities for most of the population regardless of age and
expertise.
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Figure 4 - Three trends the youth are most worried about

Ranking ninth in the 2020 World Risk Index of countries most affected by extreme weather
events (Behlert et al, 2020), the Philippines is no stranger to adverse impacts of climate
change. In the past year (2020) alone, two (2) of the biggest typhoons to make landfall hit
the country in quick succession affecting more than five million people from eight (8) of the
country’s seventeen (17) regions (UNOCHA, 2020). Of this number, 98 deaths, 414 injuries,
and a total of USD 787 million worth of damages to infrastructure were confirmed
(UNOCHA, 2020; Jalad, 2021; Jalad, 2020). UNOCHA (2021) also reported that nearly 144,000
people remain displaced, and 1.7 million houses, 16,000 schools and 330 health clinics have
been damaged or destroyed durying Typhoon Rai (Odette) in December 2021. As such it
comes as no surprise that while the youth are hopeful about the planet’s healing, it comes
with a lot of skepticism and worry. They wondered if the planet would still be a hospitable
place to live in the next 10 years and if we can really control the climate emergency?

Ranked second are conflict and disasters, the latter being a negative effect of climate
change. It is also important to note that crises include conflict and that young people are
also concerned about its effects. It is important to look at conflict not just as the absence of
war but also the presence of peace, considering its many interconnected dimensions. This
includes poverty and its many causes and effects, such as corruption.
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Ranking ninth in the 2020 World Risk Index of countries most affected by extreme
weather events (Behlert et al, 2020), the Philippines is no stranger to adverse
impacts of climate change. In the past year (2020) alone, two (2) of the biggest
typhoons to make landfall hit the country in quick succession affecting more than
five million people from eight (8) of the country's seventeen (17) regions (UNOCHA,
2020). Of this number, 98 deaths, 414 injuries, and a total of USD 787 million worth of
damages to infrastructure were confirmed (UNOCHA, 2020; Jalad, 2021; Jalad, 2020).
UNOCHA (2021) also reported that nearly 144,000 people remain displaced, and 1.7
million houses, 16,000 schools and 330 health clinics have been damaged or
destroyed durying Typhoon Rai (Odette) in December 2021. As such it comes as no
surprise that while the youth are hopeful about the planet’s healing, it comes with a
lot of skepticism and worry. They wondered if the planet would still be a hospitable
place to live in the next 10 years and if we can really control the climate emergency?

On the opposite end, the participants were least worried about gender equality. In
terms of closing the gender gap, the World Economic Forum designates the
Philippines’ performance as the second best in the Asia Pacific region. Based on
their Global Gender Gap Report for 2021, the Philippines has closed at least 79.5% of
economic participation and opportunity gaps putting the country at rank 17 (out of
156 countries) in the countries with the narrowest gender gaps. In the Asia Pacific
region, the Philippines placed second next to New Zealand, ranking fourth globally
(Crismundo, 2021).

Also among the least of the youth's concerns are access to decent work and
globalization, both of which are also themes they were least hopeful about. The lack
of attention given to access to decent work may be attributed to the low number of
the participants coming from the working age brackets. Globalization may also be
an unfamiliar term for many of the participants. The Asian Development Outlook
(ADQ) 2021, ADB's flagship economic publication, suggests that progress in the
country's vaccination rollout will help restore consumer and business confidence,
though uncertainties over how the pandemic will unfold globally and domestically
still poses risks to growth prospects. Nonetheless, they are expecting the Philippine
5% in 2022 (Asian Development Bank, 2021).
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Are you in the path

you want to take in
preparation for the
World We Want?

Almost - 45.71%

Figure 5 - Are the vouth on the
path they want to take in
preparation for the World We Want

When asked whether they are in their path to the
World We Want the participants responses were
divided, almost evenly split between the yesses and
the almosts. While we're uncertain of how to turn the
almost into a yes, this figure does indicate one thing,
that they have an idea of the of the fields they want to
grow in and can map out the contributions they plan
to make. What's left now is to identify the ways they
could be aligned with their path of choice.
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Figure 6 - Are the youth satisfied with
world you want?

their journey for the world they want

On the question of how satisfied they are in their path
to the world they want, the youth, across all
consultation sessions, provided a wide range of
answers with some going as high as 10 and some
expressing complete dissatisfaction at 0. As a group
they averaged a rating of of 5.95, or roughly 6, out of
the possible 10. While the consultation did not
produce concrete means of understanding what was
causing their satisfaction or unsatisfaction, this
number suggests that the youth still have
expectations of themselves and of their journeys that
have yet to be resolved and it would be highly
valuable for future consultations to understand what
they are and how it would be possible to achieve
them.




that need

Throughout the consultation sessions,
the following questions were brought
up by the participants. These were the
recurring and common questions the
youth asked regarding the trends
identified and have been grouped
according to the 2030 Agenda.




PEOPLE

Is there a better
future waiting for

me
in 2030? -

Will it finally be safe
for women to ride
the bike at night?

What is being done to
ensure we provide the
LGBTQIA+ community
with the same and equal
rights as the rest of
society?

Given young people's view of the present world as chaotic and
challenging, the youth of today are wondering if the world they live
in today is something that they can pass on to the next generation.
They are curious whether life will still be bearable beyond 2030. They
want to know if by then, social and healthcare services have
improved and are accessible, especially to the poorest of the poor.

August 2021 marked the 17th month of the nationwide lockdown
which has undoubtedly and considerably overturned the country's
development gains. Restrictions in mobility have hampered
economic growth and driven increases to national poverty
incidence rate and unemployment. It has also threatened the
accessibility and sustainability of food, education and other basic
needs. As such the youth are wondering, given the pace and
management of the national COVID response efforts, if it would be
possible to reach an end to the pandemic and how life will be
afterwards.

One in every four Filipinas from a wide age range of 15 to 49 has
experienced physical, emotional or sexual violence (Philippine
Commission on Women, n.d.). This existing challenge for women
and children has led to the creation of the Republic Act 9262: Anti-
Viclence Against Women and Their Children Act of 2004 and the
Republic Act No. 11313; Safe Spaces Act. The Safe Spaces Act ensures
that women and men are protected by law have “equality, security
and safety not only in private, but also on the streets, public spaces,
online, workplaces and educational and training institutions”
(Republic Act No. 11313, 23). Women have endured harassment time
and time again and the youth are eager to uphold the rights of
women and make sure that public and private spaces are safe for
women with no question.

In terms of closing the gender gap, the World Economic Forum
designates the Philippines’ performance as the best in Asia. Based
on their 2020 Clobal Gender Gap Report, the Philippines in the past
year has managed to reduce its overall gender gap by 78%. This puts
the Philippines at rank 16 (out of 153 countries), the only Asian
country in the top 20 of the countries with the narrowest gender
gaps (Philippine Commission on Women, 2021). However, these
figures have a caveat in that they are only concerned with the
situation of women, and that discrimination against people of
diverse sexual orientation, gender identity, and expression (SOGIE) is
still commonplace.

These usually take the form of both subtle and severe verbal and
physical abuse, perpetrated by a diverse range of people, ranging
from families to government institutions. Members of the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender/Transsexual, Queer/Questioning,
Intersex, Asexual/Allies, Nonbinary/Genderqueer (LGBTQIA+)
community also experience economic discrimination or loss of
economic opportunity, which are commonly the result of oppressive
workplace practices. Furthermore, in the Philippines, there have
been at least 50 deaths of transgender or gender nonbinary
individuals since 2010, with estimates predicting a much higher
death toll. Despite that, the Philippine National Police (PNP) has only
confirmed investigations for eight deaths in the past six years
(Redfern, 2021).

The lack of national policy that addresses these issues leave the
LGBTQIA+ community defenseless. With no law to rely on in seeking
redress, violations against their basic rights continue to be
unapprehended thus perpetuating the cycle of abuse and violence.
As such the youth would like to know how it would be possible to
realize the true meaning of equality and foster a society that is more
safe, empathetic, and inclusive for the LGBTQIA+ community.



PLANET AND
PROSPER’TY : Given the existing narratives of poverty further exacerbated

by the pandemic, young people are also very concerned with
the improvement of the socio-economic realities that their
fellow Filipinos experience on a day-to-day basis. Under this
. ape . overarching question, they asked how we can ensure an
When will the Philippine equitable and better quality-of-life for the Filipinos now and in
o 2 the future, how we can address poverty and hunger in the
economy improve: Philippines, and how we can guarantee quality employment
opportunities for the Filipinos now and in the future?

The youth raised gquestions on what the government and
development agencies have concretely planned to combat

Can we rea"y control the climate emergency. They want to understand how the

environment would be in the next few years and assess if we

climate change‘) really have what it takes to save the planet.

The government introduced the K to 12 Program to provide
higher quality education to the Filipino youth. This is done
through making curriculums relevant and providing holistic
formation to students to prepare them for their future (The
Official Gazette, n.d.). The COVID-19 pandemic changed the
education system in the Philippines by presenting barriers to

When will education education because of quarantine restrictions and health

protocols (CNN Philippines, 2020). The Department of

be reformed or Education rolled out radio, television, online, modular
i approaches to their classes to continue education amidst the
revolutionized? pandemic (Briones, 2020). This decision has made it

particularly challenging for young people and their families
who belong to the marginalized sector. A family of 4 who live
under 300 pesos a day now needs to allocate money for
internet connection for their children to attend online classes
(Magsambol, 2021). The different challenges in education have
led young people to be curious and eager for a change in the
education system of the Philippines — one that is more
inclusive for young pecple of the country.

Following the Philippines's participation in the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change, the government under the
Duterte administration welcomes development on tackling

important issues on climate change (Chen-Alum, 2017). The

( country's National Framework and Strategy on Climate
Does the government Change 2010-2022 was also created to comply with the
United Nations Framework on Convention on Climate

have plans to address Change (UNFCCC). This framework and strategy will help in

i battling the climate change at an institutionalized level.

our climate change Despite these actions to climate change, recent typhoons

and natural disasters in the Philippines such as Typhoon

Tisoy of 2019 and Typhoon Odette of 2021 suggests there is

' (- _ still a lot to be done on Climate Action. Young people are
) expecting a more aggressive and effective approach from

the government to address the country's problems on

F climate change.

problems?




PEACE Good governance topped the choices when asked the
youth were asked about the 3 trends they were most
hopeful about. The upcoming May 2022 elections will be
driven by the youth with 31.41 million registered voters
from the sector (CNN Philippines, 2021). With this, youth
have higher standards on better leaders to be placed in
position who will put forward (Dela Pena, 2021). The article

How do we select better _ proceeded to suggest that the youth's desire for better
_ leaders is further awakened by the government's handling
leaders to govern the of the COVID-19 pandemic. The youth of today are
_ . oye_® becoming more and more critical of our political leaders.
country? Will the Filipino They have become proactive in demanding accountability,

and they want to know what the basis should be for

people vote for sincere and electing our national and local officers.

P L

The Philippine government has faced heavy criticism from
both the local and international community regarding its
approach to law enforcement. Its centerpiece, the war on
drugs campaign, launched in 2016, sought to improve
national safety through the elimination of the use of illegal
drugs which has caused a significant number of crimes all
over the country (Crime in the Philippines — Statistics and
Facts, 2021). Its biggest accomplishments to date include
the confiscation of more than PHP6& billion worth of illegal
drugs and the accounting of more than 24,000 drug
personalities including the neutralization of 11 big-time
traffickers (Nepomuceno, 2021). Further, the attention on
drugs has challenged health officials to offer rehabilitation
services and even consider targeted and sustained
community-based interventions. The acknowledgement of
the growing concerns on local drug misuse has forced
Philippine government agencies to approach drugs in a
comprehensive and open way. The caveat to this iron-fist
approach, however, is an alarming number of “deaths
under investigation” reported by the Philippine National

How do we select better
Police (PNP) where there are some high-profile individuals

leaders to govern the involved, but most of the victims have come from poor

_ orr age . e neighborhoods. As such the youth are then curious how
country? will the Flhpmo we can achieve increased national safety without

peop’e vote for s'-.ncere and compromising our citizens' basic human rights.

pure leaders? I

To this end, the PNP chief has reminded police officers to
learn from their accomplishments and correct their
mistakes in order to live up to the public's high expectation
for public service i.e. on an institutional level they have
recently rolled out the distribution of body-worn cameras
in various police stations nationwide as an attempt to
make our law enforcers more accountable for their actions.
The PNP has also been keen in ensuring the

’ — implementation of its transformation strategy through the
- PNP P.ATR.O.L Plan 2030 “Peace and order Agenda for
Transformation and upholding of the Rule-of-Law"

grounded on 12 key result areas which includes the
promotion of human rights (PNP Patrol Plan 2030).
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When will violent
extremism end?

The Marawi Siege has reintroduced violent extremism to
the public particularly when the self-proclaimed Islamic
State (IS)-ranao’s activity in the battlefield has been made
available online and offline through social media (The
Asia Foundation and Rappler Inc,, 2018). The Philippine
government's current administration has also worked on
eradicating violent extremist groups in the Philippines
under the Development Support and Security Plan
Kapayapaan or DSSP Kapayaan (Rappler.com, 2017). The
existence of violent extremism has already disrupted lives
especially that of youth and women (Nario-Galace, 2019).
Young people are curious when this will end so everyone
may resume peaceful and progressive lives.

The COVID-19 pandemiic has only made the Philippines's
dIebt soar with over 11.2 trillion pesos ((Jf borrowed funds

7 allocated to battle the pandemic (Guild, 2021). The
When will the increasing debt of the Philippines is deemed to be less

phﬂ,'pp"nes be able to worrisome that most Filipinos assume if the
o - government will be spending its borrowed money
pay its national debt?

wisely now more than ever (Punongbayan, 2021). The
same article advised the Filipinos to monitor how the
government is spending its money because this will be
relative to the country's recovery.







Youth Co:Lab Philippines focuses on targeting youth from underrepresented sectors
namely out-of-school youth, differently-abled, religious or ethnic minority,
LGBTQIA+, women, and those affected by crises including conflict and disasters.

In the role-playing session during the World We Want consultations, participants
were asked what actions they would take today to help their fellow youth from the
sectors identified. The following key words were extracted from their responses, with
advocacies and the use of social as one of the main platforms for their actions.

Table 1. Young people's responses when asked what action they would take to help
their fellow youth from underrepresented sectors

Sector

Actions

Qut-of-school

Differently-abled

Religious or ethnic minority

LGBTQIA+

Women

Affected by crises

Evidently, young Filipinos want to take action to support young people who may
not have the same opportunities as them. It is important to increase awareness

Advocate for quality, inclusive, and accessible
education

Advocate for PWD-friendly infrastructure

Take action to ensure connectedness in the digital
world

Preserve and promote culture

Immerse and respect beliefs

Bridge to relevant organizations

Encourage the display of pronouns

Promote same sex marriage

Raise awareness about SOGIE

Teach about the important role of women in society
Advocate for having more women in science, space,
astronomy

Promote proper and inclusive risk communication

on the principles of Leaving No One Behind and its premise under the 2030

Agenda.

LEAVING

BEHIND




Furthermore, throughout the consultations, the young participants were asked the question
“What do the youth think the supporters (key decision-makers, and enablers) are doing now to
shape The World We Want?" The responses indicate that participants may not have full
awareness of intentions and current and potential interventions that target their sector. To shed
more light, below are the answers that the youth has given.

Private Companies

Government Media
“serve, educate, and consult” “advocate” and “be the “Corporate Social Responsibility”
“volunteer drives” voice of the oppressed” “Give to organizations”
United Nations Academe Religious Groups
“promoting the SDGs” “educate” and “spread “prayers”
through “concrete activities” knowledge” “provide clarity” and “preach
“readings and resources” “voice out initiatives” and what is just”
“avenues for youth “teach advocacies” “serve and give hope"
participation” “inspire the young “‘empathize” and “be kind"
generation”
“campus environmentalism” N%’;;’%‘:.‘i’g:‘ig‘nesnt

“serve the people” and “promote
common good”

“build connections”
“projects” like the “mobile
community pantry”
“promoting equality” through
“lobbying and advocating”
“capacitating” and providing
“voter's education”

While these answers gave some semblance of the truth regarding the functions of the
identified supporters, these definitions seem to lack depth and depicts a general lack of
understanding of their duties, responsibilities, and contributions to the Filipino youth and
how they, in turn, can partake in these opportunities. Given the youth's appetite for
involvement, it is therefore imperative that these supporters improve communication on
interventions efforts for more visibility. The group agrees that UNDP is positioned to be an
important player in building bridges designed to expedite the achievement of a better and
more sustainable future for all.

Throughout the consultations, participants were asked to describe UNDP in one sentence to
which one said UNDP is “the pillar of tomorrow.” They believe that UNDP is a catalyst for positive
change, empowering, capacitating, and most importantly, connecting the leaders of tomorrow
to “change the world for the betterment of all.” As the United Nations' lead agency for
international development and integrator of the SDGs, UNDP acknowledges the
interconnectedness of the socio-economic, environmental, and governance challenges
presented by the youth. From the climate crisis and COVID-19 pandemic to rising inequalities
and protracted conflict — these challenges cannot be dealt with in isolation. The way countries
respond and the solutions they develop must be integrated. As such, UNDP should continue
supporting stakeholders with approaches, methods, capabilities and spaces to go from knowing
that complex development challenges require integrated approaches to ‘doing’ integration and
leading systems change.



What should
UNDP Focus on?

CLIMATE ACTION

As one of the key themes the youth are most hopeful and worried
about, it comes as no surprise that the resolution of the climate
emergency is given high attention and priority. Given the
devastating impact of climate change to the Philippines, the youth
are hoping to see investments in environmental protection,
biodiversity conservation, and disaster risk reduction and
management (DRRM) efforts.



EDUCATION

Ranking fourth in the key themes young people are hopeful about,
youth participants are positive that the organization will promote
inclusive education to everyone as one of many methods of
empowering young leaders. (UNICEF, 2021) With the pandemic
affecting over 27 million Filipino students of their right to education,
participants of the consultations are hopeful the Filipino youth will
have proper access to decent and inclusive education for all. A
recent study found that among 19.4% of the youth population in the
Philippines are NEET (not in employment, education, or training)
and in this, 27% are from the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) (Orbeta & Corpus, 2022). Approximately
one-fifth of the entire Philippine student population, were unable to
enroll for the academic year 2020-2021. As per the Department of
Education (DepEd) this accounts for about 4 million enrollees,
68.75% of which were private school attendees.

As the pandemic continues to keep campuses empty it is predicted
that these children are to skip yet another academic year. As such
the youth are also hopeful that UNDP will forward efforts towards a
“‘quality and more inclusive education system” (Romero, 2021).



MENTAL HEALTH

The youth are expecting to promote and advocate for mental health.
The two most common mental health conditions, anxiety and
depression, are affecting young people as of 2015 with 17% of young
people aged 13-17 attempting suicide (World Health Organization
Regional Office for the Western Pacific, 2021). The same investment
case recommended that population-based interventions for mental
health, and upping an evidence-based, standardized training
module for supporting people with mental health conditions
especially in the response and recovery stage of COVID-19.




As a culmination to the World We Want, UNDP brought
together decision makers, enablers, and young people to
have a conversation about the insights that were drawn
from the different consultations held throughout the
week-long activity. UNDP led the session starting with a
presentation of the consultation methodology and results
followed by conversations to identify recommendations
on how government and development partners could
further support youth changemaking. The participants
were divided into three breakout rooms according to the
relevant pillars where their areas of work primarily
contribute to, along with young people who have the
most vested interest in those pillars. The groups are based
on the 5Ps of the 2030 Agenda Pillars. Their inputs were
then summarized as follows.




. t&@;
More opportunities for other young individuals &’

to participate in events, platforms, activities, and I
competitions that give them a space where they ;w}"’

can put their ideas to the test. These introduces

them to opportunities for collaboration and -
interaction with fellow young people. As such, it a@

would be best for government and development
organizations to consider shifting, integrating,
and/or simply increasing initiatives that facilitate
youth engagement and innovation. These

A initiatives are very important and are especially
S\ helpful in building youth networks which can .
mold and shape one’s social and career life. g v

™

Continue lobbying for policies that ensure genuine youth participation
in relevant policy-making processes. They believe that the Sangguniang
Kabataan (SK) and the Local Youth Development Councils (LYDC)
around the Philippines should be empowered to increase capacity in
design and implementation of interventions.

@ Collective action. The ambitious World We Want calls for collaborative
efforts. To ensure that by 2030 we can fulfill the daunting task of ending
poverty, protecting the planet, and ensuring peace and prosperity for all,
key players will have to increase collective actions. The group agreed that
as we move towards the future, it is necessary to extend the accessibility
of development programs and initiatives to all Filipino youth, most
especially to those in marginalized and far-flung communities. Through
collaborative efforts and pooled resources, initiatives will have the
opportunity to cover a wider area making the vision of leaving no one
behind more feasible.




UNDP Philippines will more
meaningfully engage with
youth through the following
Programme areas:

Climate

UNDP Philippines will mainstream participation of the youth in its climate action
programs and projects, including interventions related with planning processes,
advocacy, and increasing involvement of community-based organizations where
youth can serve as influencers. UNDP will continue to strengthen partnerships among
government agencies, academic and research institutions, Civil Society Organizations
(CSOs) and the private sector through its climate action programs and projects. UNDP
will endeavor to continue pursuing climate action opportunities and pipeline projects
where the youth is targeted as a key stakeholder.

Peace

In previous years, UNDP Philippines has supported youth engagement and
empowerment as part of its commitment to SDG 16 which focuses on the promotion
of peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, the provision of
access to justice for all, and building effective, accountable institutions at all levels. In
the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), UNDP
Philippines supports and will continue to support the meaningful participation and
leadership of young women and men in peacebuilding and governance, such as in
the crafting of the National and Regional Action Plan on Youth, Peace and Security
and implementation of Youth Social Innovation and Leadership programs. UNDP
commits to accompany young Filipino women and men in their peacebuilding
journeys, in collaboration with national and regional government institutions, non-
government organizations, academic institutions and other stakeholders.




UNDP Philippines believes in the crucial role of young people in institutional policy
and reformm whether it be through advocacy, lobbying policy, changemaking, and
leadership, where Filipino youth themselves sit as decision makers in public office.
UNDP commits to continue working with the public sector, especially those
mandated to support young people, in ensuring that youth are given space in public
policy and administration. The same commitment goes for pushing private sector
financing and investments in and for the youth. Additionally, civil society’s role in
bridging gaps is also given priority especially in reaching the farthest first. Lastly,
UNDP commits to strategically place young people as important stakeholders in
delivering the Country Programme through a Young Engagement Strategy.







The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the leading United Nations
organization fighting to end the injustice of poverty, inequality, and climate change.
Working with a broad network of experts and partners in 170 countries, UNDP helps
nations to build integrated, lasting solutions for people and planet.

Youth Co:Lab

Co-created by UNDP and Citi Foundation, Youth Co:Lab is a regional initiative
implemented in countries the Asia-Pacific which aims to invest in and empower youth
to accelerate implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through
leadership, social innovation, and entrepreneurship.

By developing 21st century skills, catalyzing and sustaining youth-led startups and
social enterprises in the Philippines, Youth Co:Lab is positioning young people front
and center in order to solve the country’'s most pressing challenges, In addition to
supporting youth social entrepreneurship, Youth Co:Lab also works closely with
multiple stakeholders including governments, civil society and the private sector, to
strengthen the entrepreneurship ecosystem and policy support to better enable young
people to take the lead on new solutions that will help meet the SDGs.

Citi Foundation

The Citi Foundation works to promote economic progress and improve the lives of
people in low-income communities around the world. Citi Foundation invests in efforts
that increase financial inclusion, catalyze job opportunities for youth, and reimagine
approaches to building economically vibrant communities. The Citi Foundation's "More
than Philanthropy" approach leverages the enormous expertise of Citi and its people to
fulfill our mission and drive thought leadership and innovation. For more information,
visit www.citifoundation.com.

The Movers Programme is a regional movement of volunteers
who develop Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) awareness,
entrepreneurial mindsets and 21st-century skills by conducting
localized training at a grassroots level. The Movers Programme /40

uses a training-of-trainer approach and works with community HfainThaMovenan?
partners to target harder-to-reach groups and support Youth
Co:Lab’s objective to leave no youth behind.

For more information, visit www.youthcolab.org/movers.




The United Nations Youth Advisory Board (UNYAB) was
convened to proactively advise the UN on how it can work more
effectively and efficiently with youth, and on youth issues, in
cognition of their potential and capacity for social change.

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/UNYABPH.

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTl) Bureau of Small and
Medium Enterprise Development (BSMED) initiates and
implements programs and projects addressing the specific
needs of MSMEs in the areas of technology development and
transfer, financing, marketing, and training. The BSMED is
mandated to promote and develop MSMEs in the country and is
also tasked to review and formulate policies and strategies
geared towards the advancement of MSMEs in the areas of
entrepreneurship development, institutional strengthening, and
productivity improvement.

For more information, visit www.dti.gov.ph.

Ashoka builds and cultivates a community of change leaders
who see that today's rapidly changing world requires everyone
to be a changemaker. Together, we collaborate to transform
institutions and cultures globally, so they support
changemaking for the good of society.

For more information, visit www.ashoka.org/en-ph.
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Australia Alumni Communities Philippines or AACPh is an
inclusive network of Australia alumni's communities of practice.
It is an engagement platform for change and impact in society
through Australia alumni's expertise, innovation and leadership.

For more information, visit
www.australiaalumnicommunitiesph.com.

ASHOKA
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Launched in 2013, the Young Southeast Asian Leaders Initiative
(YSEALI) is the U.S. government's sighature program to
strengthen leadership development and networking in
Southeast Asia. Through a variety of programs and
engagements, including U.S. educational and cultural
exchanges, regional exchanges, and seed funding, YSEALI builds
the leadership capacity of youth in the region, strengthens ties
between the United States and Southeast Asia, and nurture an
ASEAN community.

YSEALI focuses on critical topics identified by Southeast Asian
youth: civic engagement, sustainable development, education,
and economic growth.

For more information, visit https://ph.usembassy.gov/education-
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AHA! is an award-winning non profit that provides the best
edcuation to those who have the least in life. AHA! Learning
Center directly supports more than 300+ public school students

in Makati and Tondo. But their impact goes beyond the four '(-:eet:‘rt'g:"g

walls of a classroom.

For more information, visit www.ahalearningcenter.com.

Firetree Philanthropy exists to support work that creates long-
term positive change and addresses pressing social challenges
that communities face in South and Southeast Asia. W

For more information, visit www.firetree.org. I: ire |' ree
PHILANTHROPY

Para Kanino? is a Filipino podcast that aims to guide the youth
in (re)discovering the meaning and purpose of advocacy work
by telling stories of young leaders, advocates, and social
entrepreneurs who are hustling to create a sustainable and
inclusive future for all.

For more information, visit www.listennotes.com/podcasts/para-
kanino-adriel-nisperos-PIKrARy4fb0/.




YFPH is a volunteer-based organization anchored to the 2030 Youth
Force in the Asia Pacific formed through the initiative of the 17 young
leaders from across Asia Pacific who participated in a workshop
conducted by UNDP and UN Volunteers in 2016. YFPH is a registered
not-for-profit, non-government organization in the Philippines.

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/YouthForcePH.

YesTech IT Solutions is a company built on the foundation of
revolutionizing digital technology services in different platforms. The
company’s thrust is mainly on bridging the gap created by technology
by creating techno friendly and easy to use applications, programs,
and websites.

For more information, visit http://www.theyestech.com/. theyestech.com®
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ASEAN Youth Organization provides Youth with knowledge, skills,

and abilities to bring back to their communities and create Positive ) ASEAN
Sustainable Change with 10 years of experience in Community X YOUTH
Development.

For more information, visit https://aseanyouth.net/.
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MOREVIRALTHANTHEVIRUS Philippines is a youth organization and
movement with the responsibility to educate the public on the key M
messages from the WHO and correct misinformation. We aim to Philippipes™™ _
empower the youth from different nationalities. = e /

For more information, visit https://mvttv.co/.

Rotaract Club of Alabang

hd

Rotaract Club of Alabang Madrigal Business Park provides service &

professional development through fellowship, integrity, and a SR
dedication to affecting tangible, sustainable, and impactful change Rotary 100
within local and international communities. Club of Alabang S

For more information, visit Viaarign! Busingss Fark

https://www.facebook.com/RACAMBP3830/.
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UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build natfoifi_s ;ﬁ_hat can
withstand crises, and drive and sustain the kind of growth that imbtﬁvé_ﬁs- the
quality of life for everyone. On the ground in more than 170 countries and
territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives
and build resilient nations.
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