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Executive Summary

This Environmental and Social Management Framework (ESMF) has been prepared for the UNDP-GEF supported Enabling Zero Carbon Energy in Rural Towns and Villages in China (EZCERTV) Project that is developed together with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in China (MARA). 

The objective of the EZCERTV Project is the acceleration of zero-carbon transformation in China's rural area to contribute to global climate change mitigation and the achievement of the United Nations sustainable development goals (SDG). 

This ESMF has been prepared for the submission of the EZCERTV Project proposal to the GEF for the purpose of assisting in the assessment of its potential environmental and social impacts. Preliminary analysis and screening conducted during the project development phase via UNDP’s Social and Environmental Screening Procedure (SESP) identified potential social and environmental risks associated with project activities. This ESMF covers all activities of the EZCERTV Project and with particular emphasis on implementation of the low/zero carbon energy technology application demos. Such activities involve the construction/installation and operation of systems/facilities for showcasing the application of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency technologies. Another aspect covered is the potentially triggered energy resource substitutions in rural communities that may potentially lead to adverse impacts on sustainable natural resource (efficiency) management and community health.

This ESMF has been prepared based on the social and environmental screening procedure (UNDP’s SESP) undertaken during the project development phase including consultations with implementing partners and local communities. This screening resulted in an overall social and environmental risk categorization of “Substantial” for the EZCERTV Project.
This ESMF has been developed to specify the processes that will be undertaken by this project for the additional assessment of potential impacts and identification and development of appropriate risk management measures, in line with UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards (SES). 
This ESMF identifies the steps that will be followed during the inception phase of the project with regards to social and environmental impact assessment and management. These include:

i) Potential impacts from “upstream” project activities (Outputs 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, and 2.3), which involve planning support, capacity building, policy advice and reform, will be assessed through a Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA).
ii) Prior to the construction/implementation of activities relating to the demo sites (i.e. Outputs 2.1 and 2.2), site-specific environmental and social impact assessments (and accompanying ESMPs) will be required. Once a demo site has been chosen and, and the plans for it designed in full, the demo site and its associated activities will be screened with the UNDP SES

iii) Targeted assessment of project/demo site-related Labour/OHS risks (through the application of a Labour Assessment and Management Procedure)
This ESMF also details the roles and responsibilities for its implementation and includes a detailed budget and monitoring and evaluation plan.
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1 Introduction

This Environmental and Social Management Framework (ESMF) has been prepared for the UNDP-supported Enabling Zero Carbon Energy in Rural Towns and Villages in China (EZCERTV) Project that is developed together with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA) of the Peoples’ Republic of China (PRC). It was developed through extensive consultations with national and local government agencies with the support of the GEF agency – UNDP. 
1.1 Project Description
The objective of the EZCERTV Project is to accelerate the zero-carbon transformation in China’s rural area to contribute to global climate change mitigation and the achievement of the United Nations sustainable development goals (SDG). 
The social and environmental objectives of the EZCERTV Project are:

· Establish effective policy and institutional frameworks towards the development of zero carbon towns and villages in rural China.

· Accelerate the widespread adoption of renewable energy (RE) and energy efficient (EE) technologies in rural China.
· Improve the human environment in rural areas, especially by reducing greenhouse gas emissions (GHG) and air pollution (indoor and outdoor) from energy use.
· Promote sustainable livelihoods and management practices in energy consumption; and
· Strengthen public awareness, knowledge, information management, and monitoring systems on low carbon technology energy applications in support of zero carbon town and village development in rural China.

Table 1 presents the project components and expected outcomes:
Table 1： EZCERTV Project Components and Expected Outcomes 

	Project Objective: Acceleration of zero-carbon transformation in China's rural area to contribute to global climate change mitigation and the achievement of the United Nations sustainable development goals (SDG)

	Project Components
	Expected Outcomes

	1. Policy formulation and institutional mechanisms on Zero Carbon Town and Village Development 
	Effective enforcement of policies and institutional frameworks towards the development of zero carbon towns and villages in rural China.

	2. Integrated RE and EE technologies applications for Zero Carbon Town and Village Development
	Low/zero carbon technology applications are widely implemented in rural towns and villages in rural areas of China.

	3. Facilitating Rural Zero Carbon Development and lifestyle popularization and knowledge dissemination
	Enhanced and strengthened public awareness and knowledge about low carbon technology energy applications in support of zero carbon town and village development in rural China


The project includes the implementation of demonstration activities in Beijing, and in the provinces of Hebei, Shanxi, Liaoning, Heilongjiang, Hubei, Yunnan, and Ningxia. In combination with local energy resource endowments, decentralized renewable energy generation, energy storage and energy saving technologies will be demonstrated respectively at household, village and town levels, so as to make all energy used in demonstration villages be converted into renewable energy and achieve zero carbon emission. It is estimated that 50 zero-carbon demonstration and replication villages and towns will be established via the support of this project, with more than 4 million tons of carbon dioxide equivalent expected to be reduced by the end of the project’s timeline. 
1.2 Purpose and Scope of this ESMF
This ESMF is a management tool to assist in managing potential adverse social and environmental impacts associated with activities of the EZCERTV Project, in line with the requirements of UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards (SES). The implementing partners of the projects and the relevant members of the project management units will follow this ESMF during the start of the projects’ implementation to ensure the environmental and social risks and impacts are fully assessed and management measure in place prior to the implementation of the relevant project activities.

This ESMF identifies the steps for detailed (re-)screening and assessment of the project’s potential social and environmental risks, and for preparing and approving the required management plans for avoiding, and where avoidance is not possible, reducing, mitigating, and managing these adverse impacts.
This ESMF will be publicly disclosed in line with UNDP’s Information Disclosure Policy and SES. At this stage, not all the activities have been fully specified in terms of specific locations and interventions, and as such they cannot be fully assessed for all the potential social and environmental risks and impacts. This ESMF has been therefore prepared to set out the principles, rules, guidelines, and procedures for screening, assessing, and managing the potential social and environmental impacts of the project as they are developed and designed.
1.3 Potential Social and Environmental Impacts

UNDP utilizes its Social and Environmental Screening Procedure (SESP) to identify potential social and environmental risks and opportunities associated with proposed projects. Each project is scrutinized as to its type, location, scale, sensitivity, and the magnitude of its potential social and environmental impacts. All project activities are screened, including planning support, policy advice, and capacity-building, and site-specific, physical interventions. Activities that will be completed under project co-financing are also included in the scope of this assessment.

During EZCERTV Project development, the project development team also reviewed the proposed activities based on the preliminary SESP. Such review was aimed at verifying the initially identified risks, as well as identifying other potential risks. The social and environmental impacts of the identified risks associated with the project activities were also identified. These primarily relate to the application of RE and EE technologies particularly in the construction and operation of the demo installations, the enhanced enforcement of regulations on energy substitution in rural areas, and potential changes to land use, energy securities and lifestyles in the rural areas, etc. 
The project specific SESP template detail the specific environmental and social risks that apply to the EZCERTV Project. Overall, fifteen (15) social and environmental risks were identified during project preparation (i.e., PPG stage) for the EZCERTV Project. The significance of each risk based on its probability of occurrence and extent of the potential impact was also estimated. Based on the assessed significance of the individual risks, the overall social and environmental risk for the EZCERTV Project is categorised Substantial. 
The overall risk categorizations, and a summary of the main risks of the EZCERTV Project are as follows.
Substantial Risk: defined by UNDP’s SES
 as “Projects that include activities with potential adverse social and environmental risks and impacts that are more varied or complex than those of Moderate Risk projects but remain limited in scale and are of lesser magnitude than those of High Risk projects(e.g. reversible, predictable, smaller footprint, less risk of cumulative impacts). Substantial Risk projects may also include those with a varied range of risks rated as “Moderate” that require more extensive assessment and management measures”. 
While no individual risks have been assessed as “substantial” in significance (during the conduct of the SESP), the project has been categorised as Substantial given the varied range and amount of moderate risks that were preliminarily identified. 
The following Moderate Risks have been identified during the conduct of the SESP:

Risk 1: Without adequate consultation, awareness raising and engagement with local communities, the Project could lead to adverse impacts on enjoyment of the human rights  of the affected population in the rural areas where the on-the-ground project activities will be carried out. Inadequate consultation and engagement on policy formulation (i.e. under Component 1 of the project) could also lead to adverse impacts on the enjoyment of human rights.
Risk 2: Potential occurrence of discrimination against women based on gender, especially regarding participation in design and implementation or access to opportunities and benefits.

Risk 3: Given the fact that the project will operate in rural areas of China, potential adverse impacts to habitats (e.g. modified, natural, and critical habitats) and/or ecosystems and ecosystem services may arise in some of the demonstration sites. Upstream policy interventions under Component 1 may also lead to unintended negative changes to ecosystems and the use of ecosystem services/natural resources.
Risk 4: The associated construction, operation, or decommissioning of the demo installations may have potential health and safety risks to local communities due to the transport, storage, and use and/or disposal of any hazardous or dangerous materials (e.g. explosives, fuel, and other chemicals) that may be used during construction and operation.

Risk 5: The construction and operation of the RE-based energy generation (power and non-power applications) demos will generate wastes. PV panels and batteries will require disposal at end of life. EE retrofit projects (e.g., Use of LED lamps to replace CFLs/FLs) will potentially generate hazardous waste (Hg).

Risk 6: Some project activities / demo sites might be in lands of ethnic minorities and might require FPIC.

Risk 7: Some project activities/ demo sites might lead to physical displacement or forced evictions. There is also the potential that economic displacement of local communities could occur as a result of the project’s demo interventions.
Risk 8: Some project activities / demo activities may lead to changes in traditional way of life such as the customary use of energy in households.  
Risk 9: There is a potential for workplace accidents and injuries to project workers during construction and operation of demo facilities.

Risk 10: Risk of increased labor input by women (e.g., projects such as biomass fuels, biogas, etc., will increase women's labor input for household energy access)
Risk 11: Some project activities may require significant consumption of raw materials (e.g. biomass) and natural resources (energy and/or water)
Risk 12: Risk of disrupting people’s daily lives and of conflict/grievances from local communities if project implementation disruptions arise because of financial access issues for private sector project partners. 

Risk 13: RE-based energy generation (power and non-power purposes) and EE system installations can be seriously affected by adverse climate-related events.
Risk 14: The project will support 8 demonstrations, of which 2 demonstrations involve solar PV, in Beijing and Shanxi Province (the ‘2 Solar Demonstrations’). These demonstrations will be implemented in years 2 and 3 of the project. In both 2 Solar Demonstrations: (i) Co-financing will be used to purchase the Solar PV equipment.; (ii) GEF INV will be used to purchase related equipment, such as smart meters and energy efficiency equipment. GEF INV will NOT be used to procure any Solar PV equipment.  A particular risk area of potential concern for the co-financing aspect of the project is related to labour issues (i.e. UNDP Standard 7) 
Risk 15: The project could contribute to cumulative environmental or social impacts in the area through unintended negative consequences from policy or legislative change because of activities under Component 1. 

A synthesis of the key project activities with potential social and environmental impacts is shown in Table 2. This table is supported by the more detailed information on project-specific risks contained in the SESP completed for the project and found in Annex 9. 
Table 2: Summary of Main Project Activities Resulting in Potential Social and Environmental Impacts. 
(only those rated moderate are shown below).
	Project Activity/ Component
	Potential Social and Environmental Impact
	SESP References (see SESPs in Annex)

	Outputs 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, and 2.3: Policy Formulation and Institutional Mechanisms on Zero Carbon Town and Village Development.
	There is a possibility that upstream policy or legislative changes supported by Component 1 of the project may negatively impact the biophysical receptor environment, as well as people’s livelihoods if not properly managed.
	Risk 1, 

Risk 3 

Risk 15

	Component 2: Activities involving implementation of viable RE and EE technologies to achieve the Zero Carbon target
	Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource Management 

Potential adverse impacts to habitats (e.g. modified, natural, and critical habitats) and/or ecosystems and ecosystem services in some possible changes to the use of lands and resources in the implementation of the demonstrations.

The demo RE-based power generation, distribution and storage systems may be sited on areas of habitat that could be adversely affected.

Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency

Some renewable energy projects may present potential resource efficiency issues, such as whether biomass resources are being used more efficiently in biomass utilization projects; some renewable energy or energy efficiency project production may increase water demand, such as the high dependence of biomass power generation on water from a whole life cycle perspective
Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

Potential occurrence of discrimination against women based on gender, especially regarding participation in design and implementation or access to opportunities and benefits. Some forms of energy substitution may require more labor input, but not in this case since the supply of RE resources (biogas) will be conveniently done through biogas piping. Biomass waste collection and use will be done on a commercial and centralized scale. Work in these facilities may limit the involvement of women.

	Risk 2

Risk 3

Risk 10

Risk 12


	Output 2.1, 2.2: Activities involving construction, operation, or decommissioning of the demo installations
	Community Health, Safety and Working Conditions

The associated construction, operation, or decommissioning of the demo installations may have potential health and safety risks to local communities due to the transport, storage, and use and/or disposal of any hazardous or dangerous materials (e.g. explosives, fuel and other chemicals) that may be used during construction and operation. 

Construction aspects and operation of demo RE-based power generation, mini-grid systems, energy storage systems and the EE retrofits can pose safety risk. For example, Li batteries for the demo solar PV power systems, energy storage systems can produce potentially dangerous waste products.

Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency

The project would potentially result in the generation of waste (both hazardous and non-hazardous). The construction and operation of the RE-based energy generation (power and non-power applications) demos will generate wastes. PV panels and batteries will require disposal at end of life. EE retrofit projects (e.g., Use of LED lamps to replace CFLs/FLs) will potentially generate hazardous waste (Hg).
	Risk 4: 

Risk 5
Risk 9 


	Output 3.5 Established and operational investment and financing mechanisms for supporting the commercial viability and operation of zero-carbon towns and villages and the development of rural renewable energy industries
	Grant/financing recipients receiving support via Output 3.5 may not have the necessary expertise/institutional tools to meet UNDP SES requirements. Particularly on Standard 7. 
	Risk 14


2 Legislation and Institutional Frameworks for environmental and social matters
2.1 National Legislation, Policies and Regulations

The following legislation, policies and regulations are relevant to the implementation of the EZCERTV Project.

General Environmental Management:

President Xi Jinping put forward in the general debate of the seventy-fifth UN General Assembly: "China will enhance the state's independent contribution and adopt more effective policies and measures. Carbon dioxide emissions will strive to peak before 2030 and strive to achieve carbon neutralization by 2060." This goal is extremely consistent with the zero-carbon community constructed by this project.

The Environmental Protection Law (2015) was formulated to protect and improve the living environment and ecological environment, prevent and control pollution and other public hazards, protect human health, and promote the development of socialist modernization. This Law declares that environmental protection is the basic national policy of the country. The State adopts economic and technological policies and measures conducive to saving and recycling resources, protecting, and improving the environment, and promoting harmony between man and nature, to coordinate economic and social development with environmental protection. Among these, Article 36 stipulates that the State encourages and guides citizens, legal persons and other organizations to use products and recycled products that are conducive to environmental protection to reduce the generation of wastes; Article 40 stipulates that the state promotes cleaner production and resource recycling.

The Environmental Impact Assessment Law (2003, reviewed in 2018) was designed to implement sustainable development strategy, prevent adverse impact on the environment after the implementation of planning and constructions projects, and promote the coordinated development of economy, society, and environment.

Articles 4 and 6 of the Cleaner Production Promotion Law (2003) stipulate that the State encourages and promotes cleaner production and scientific research, technological development and international cooperation related to cleaner production. In addition, it also organizes publicity and popularization of cleaner production knowledge and promotes cleaner production technology. To promote cleaner production, the law also formulated relevant provisions on financial support and information system establishment. During the implementation of cleaner production, industry, agriculture, and service sectors have corresponding legal provisions.

Energy Development and Transition:

The Energy Conservation Law (1998, revised in 2018) states that resource conservation is the basic national policy of China. The law establishes a set of energy-saving legal documents, such as energy-saving management and energy-saving technology progress. Article 7 mentions that the State encourages and supports the development and utilization of new and renewable energy. For rural areas, Article 59 stipulates that people's governments at or above the county level shall, in accordance with the principles of suiting measures to local conditions, complementing each other's various energies, comprehensive utilization and stressing efficiency, strengthen the work of energy conservation in agriculture and rural areas, and increase the investment in the popularization and application of energy-saving technologies and products in agriculture and rural areas.

The Renewable Energy Law (2016) was formulated to promote the development and utilization of renewable energy, increase energy supply, improve energy structure, ensure energy security, protect the environment, and achieve sustainable economic and social development. Article 18 stipulates that the State encourages and supports the development and utilization of renewable energy in rural areas. The energy management departments of the local people's governments at or above the county level shall, together with the relevant departments, formulate plans for the development of renewable energy in rural areas in accordance with the actual situation of local economic and social development, ecological protection and comprehensive health management, and promote the application of technologies such as biogas conversion, household solar energy, small wind energy and small water energy.

The Strategic Action Plan for Energy Development (2014-2020) adheres to the strategic principle of "saving, clean and safe", speeds up the construction of a clean, efficient, safe and sustainable modern energy system, and focuses on the implementation of four strategies: first, the priority strategy for saving (intensive and efficient development of energy, scientific and rational use of energy, and vigorously improving energy efficiency); second, the strategy based on the domestic strategy; third, the green low-carbon strategy (optimizing the energy structure, taking the development of clean low-carbon energy as the main direction of adjusting the energy structure); the last is the innovation driven strategy (strengthening the construction of energy science and technology innovation system, relying on major projects to promote independent innovation in science and technology, and building a strong country in energy science and Technology). In addition, in order to achieve the goal of non-fossil energy accounting for 15% and 20% of primary energy consumption in 2020 and 2030, accelerate the establishment of a clean and low-carbon modern energy system and promote the sustainable and healthy development of renewable energy industry, the national development and Reform Commission has formulated the 13th Five Year Plan for Renewable Energy Development (2016). According to the data of the National Bureau of statistics, in 2020, China's total energy consumption will be about 4.97 billion tons of standard coal, achieving the goal of controlling at 5 billion tons of standard coal; the proportion of coal consumption will be reduced to 56.7%, achieving the goal of less than 58%; The proportion of natural gas, hydropower, nuclear power, wind power and other clean energy consumption has risen to 24.5%, and the target of increasing the proportion of non-fossil energy consumption to more than 15% has been achieved in 2019, and the energy structure has been continuously optimized; the power generation in 2020 will be 7.4 trillion kwh, slightly higher than the 7.2 trillion kwh level proposed in the plan. According to the national energy administration, the 14th five year plan for renewable energy development is under preparation, and more positive development goals are initially considered to promote the large-scale and high proportion development and utilization of renewable energy.

Since the promulgation of the Renewable Energy Law (2016), the national development and Reform Commission at the central level, various construction departments and various provinces at the local level have successively issued relevant policies, which constitute a policy framework system to promote the development of renewable energy, mainly covering policy planning, cost sharing, compulsory acquisition, supporting electricity prices and financial and tax incentives. Some of these policies are implemented nationwide, such as the Interim Measures for the management of special funds for renewable energy development (2015), the directory of renewable energy industry (2005), and the notice on establishing and improving the “guarantee mechanism” for renewable energy power consumption (2019). In the other part, the central government formulates measures and regulations, and each local government arranges time schedule and standards according to its own situation, such as the Trial Measures for the management of renewable energy power generation price and cost sharing (2006), the Interim Measures for the allocation of additional income from renewable energy electricity price (2007), the relevant regulations for the management of renewable energy power generation (2006),  the full guarantee purchase management of renewable energy power generation (2015), and the pilot measures for priority power generation of peak shaving units with renewable energy (2016).

Rural Development and Environment:

Compared with cities, there is a significant lag in rural environmental management in China. The Strategic Plan for Rural Revitalization (2018-2022) points out that the imbalance and inadequacy of China's current development is the most prominent in the countryside. There are many debts in the field of rural infrastructure and people's livelihood. The rural environment and ecological problems are more prominent. The overall level of rural development needs to be improved. In the process of strengthening the construction of rural infrastructure, it is necessary to build a modern rural energy system. At present, rural environmental management is the short board of national environmental management, which has become a major obstacle to promote the "five in one" overall layout. The report of the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China proposed to "strengthen the prevention and control of agricultural non-point source pollution and carry out the action of rural residential environment improvement". Central Document No. 1 (2019) put forward "strengthening rural pollution control and ecological environmental protection", and Central Document No. 1 (2020) emphasized again "solid improvement of rural settlement environment". The state has formulated corresponding policies for different aspects of rural environmental management. In order to standardize the management of rural environmental comprehensive improvement projects supported by the central special fund for rural environmental protection and ensure the smooth implementation of the projects, the Interim Measures for the management of central special fund for rural environmental protection environmental comprehensive improvement projects (2009) was formulated. In order to strengthen the environmental protection management of rural hydropower construction projects, adhere to the orderly development of hydropower on the basis of ecological protection, and promote the coordinated development of rural hydropower construction and environment, the management measures for environmental protection of rural hydropower construction projects (2006)  is formulated.
2.2 UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards
The EZCERTV Project framed by this ESMF will comply with UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards (SES), which came into effect 1 January 2021. These Standards underpin UNDP’s commitment to mainstream social and environmental sustainability in its programs and projects to support sustainable development and are an integral component of UNDP’s quality assurance and risk management approach to programming. Through the SES, UNDP meets the requirements of the GEF’s Environmental and Social Safeguards Policy.

The objectives of the SES are to:

· Strengthen the social and environmental outcomes of Programs and Projects.
· Avoid adverse impacts to people and the environment.
· Minimize, mitigate, and manage adverse impacts where avoidance is not possible.
· Strengthen UNDP and partner capacities for managing social and environmental risks.
· Ensure full and effective stakeholder engagement, including through a mechanism to respond to complaints from project-affected people.
In accordance with UNDP SES policy, the Social and Environmental Screening Procedure (SESP) has been applied to the EZCERTV Project during the project development phase. In accordance with UNDP SES policy, a SES principle or standard is ‘triggered’ when a potential risk is identified and assessed as having either a ‘moderate’, ‘substantial’ or ‘high’ risk rating based on its probability of occurrence and extent of impact. Risks that are assessed as ‘low’ do not trigger the related principle or standard. 
Where projects are rated as being High, Substantial or Moderate Risk, some form of social and environmental assessment is required, together with the identification of management mechanisms to mitigate identified risks. The assessment must be commensurate with the magnitude and severity of foreseen risks.

The nature of the assessment will vary according to the type of risk foreseen. Where potential impacts are foreseen from “upstream” project activities, such as those involving planning support, policy advice and reform, or capacity building, they are typically assessed using forms of Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA). Risks and impacts associated with projects that have a physical footprint (“downstream” activities) are typically addressed through an Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) or targeted on-the-ground assessments.
The screenings conducted during project development indicate that three Programming Principles, and eight of the Project-level social and environmental standards have been triggered due to ‘moderate’ risks: 
· Principle 2: Human Rights

· Principle 3: Gender equality and Women’s Empowerment 

· Principle 5: Accountability 

· Standard 1: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource Management 
· Standard 2: Climate Change and Disaster Risks 
· Standard 3: Community Health, Safety and Security 
· Standard 4: Cultural Heritage

· Standard 5: Displacement and Resettlement 

· Standard 6: Indigenous Peoples

· Standard 7: Labour and Working Conditions 
· Standard 8: Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency 
A summary of the risk significance under each SES principle and standard, and the project-level safeguard standards triggered by each project (indicated with ticks) are shown in Table 3.

Table 3: Summary of Risk Rating and Safeguards Triggered by the EZCERTV Project  
	The EZCERTV Project
	

	Overarching Principle / Project-level Standard
	Risk rating
	SES Tool/requirement

	Principle 2: Human Rights
	Moderate
	SESA, targeted assessment, SEP

	Principle 3: Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
	Moderate
	GAP

	Principle 5: Accountability 
	Moderate
	SESA

	-Standard 1: Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Natural Resource Management
	Moderate
	SESA/ESIA, targeted assessment 

	-Standard 2: Climate Change and Disaster Risks 
	Moderate
	SESA/ESIA

	-Standard 3: Community Health, Safety and Security 
	Moderate
	SESA/ESIA

	-Standard 4: Cultural Heritage
	Moderate
	ESIA

	-Standard 5: Displacement and Resettlement
	Moderate
	SESA/ESIA

	-Standard 6: Indigenous Peoples
	Moderate 
	SESA/ESIA

	Standard 7: Labour and Working Conditions 
	Moderate
	SESA/ESIA, labour management procedure
 

	-Standard 8: Pollution Prevention and Resource Efficiency
	Moderate
	SESA/ ESIA 

	Number of risks in each risk rating category
	

	High
	-
	

	Substantial 
	-
	

	Moderate
	15
	

	Low
	0
	

	Total number of project risks
	15
	

	Overall Project Risk Categorization
	Substantial
	

	Number of safeguard standards triggered
	8
	


2.3 Gaps in Policy Framework

Further analysis of the legal and policy frameworks that apply to the EZCERTV Project will be completed during the implementation of this ESMF, most specifically through the conduct of the SESA that will cover Policy Formulation activities under Component 1 of this Project. At this stage (i.e. during PPG), no regulatory gaps have been identified.

3 Procedures for Screening, Assessing and Managing Social and Environmental Impacts
This ESMF has been developed as part of UNDP’s due diligence process in the project cycle, following the screening of the EZCERTV Project with the SESP template. Based on the project risk categorization of ‘substantial’, the following procedures for screening, assessing, and managing any adverse risks must be undertaken: 
(a) Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA) 

Output 1.1: Formulated, approved, and enforced policies on the promotion and support of zero carbon town and village development in line with China's rural revitalization strategy and goal of achieving carbon neutrality before 2060.
Output 1.2: Established and operational institutional framework to promote and support zero-carbon town and village development.
Output 1.3: Formulated, approved, and enforced technical, management and operational standards in rural renewable energy (RE) development and utilization, energy storage, energy conservation and energy efficiency (EC&EE) and comprehensive energy management.
Output 1.4: Completed assessment of renewable energy resource endowment, economic and social development level, and energy use trends and patterns in rural areas of selected provinces; and formulated energy-integrated development plans of pilot towns in selected 8 provinces.
Output 2.3: Developed, published, and disseminated zero carbon town and village development guidelines to replicate and scale-up the impact of zero-carbon villages and towns.

Potential impacts from “upstream” project activities, which involve planning support, capacity building, policy advice and reform, will be assessed through a Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment (SESA). At project inception, the UNDP Country Office will commission appropriate expert(s) to conduct a Strategic Environmental and Social Assessment, which will assess potential impacts from, and strategies for, upstream policy-level project activities.
The SESA will evaluate the effect of policy changes on a broad, cross-sectoral basis with the aim of making policy decisions and other upstream actions more sustainable. The assessment of upstream impacts will integrate environmental and social considerations into policies, plans and programmes, and evaluate their interlinkages with economic and sustainability considerations.  As a high-level document, the SESA will be based on the broad scope of envisaged high-level project activities. As these are somewhat already identified and broadly defined, work on the SESA will commence at an early stage of the project implementation. 
The detailed scope of the SESA will be refined by the expert(s) conducting the assessment. The report will identify strategies for effective management of identified impacts, which will inform the impact management approach adopted by proponents. At the time of Project design (and ESMF development), outputs that should fall under the scope of the SESA include (but not be limited to) Output 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 and 2.3. In accordance with the requirements of the SES, the SESA must be completed before the implementation of any activities under the above listed outputs. 
(B) Site Specific E&S impact assessment and additional screening
Output 2.1: Completed and operational zero carbon technology demonstration involving the installation of about 167.2 MW of RE-based power generation capacity in 120 rural villages and 4 towns for energy production and utilization showcasing the cost-effective application of new RE delivery mechanisms decentralized RE-based energy generation and distribution (through mini/micro-grids) and energy storage.
Output 2.2: Completed and operational demonstrations of the cost-effective applications of EC&EE technologies and comprehensive energy management systems in selected energy end-use sectors in support of rural socio-economic development. Estimated annual energy savings of about 6,487.0 TJ/year in 4 towns and 120 villages
Prior to the construction/implementation of activities relating to the demo sites (i.e. Outputs 2.1 and 2.2), site specific environmental and social impact assessments will be required. Once a demo site has been chosen and, and the plans for it designed in full, the demo site and its associated activities will be screened with the UNDP SES. A site-specific environmental and social impact assessment (ESIA) will be conducted in accordance with UNDP’s SES policy and the UNDP SES Guidance Note on Assessment and Management. Each ESIA will be developed and carried out by independent experts in a participatory manner with stakeholders. The ESIA will further identify and assess social and environmental impacts of the project and its area of influence; evaluate alternatives; and design appropriate avoidance, mitigation, management, and monitoring measures.

· Per the SES, the ESIA will assess project activities at the scale deemed appropriate for compliance with the SES.
· The ESIA will identify environmental and social sensitive receptors within the activity’s area of influence.
·  It will address all relevant issues related to the SES Overarching Principles and Project-level Standards, as identified in the project’s SESP and any other issues identified during the ESIA.

The output of the ESIA will be an ESIA report and an environmental and social management plan (ESMP) for each demo site supported under Component 2 of the project. The ESMP will define desired social and environmental management outcomes and specify social and environmental indicators, targets, or acceptance (threshold) criteria to track ESMP implementation and

effectiveness.

Disposal plans will be one of the requirements of the site-specific environmental and social impact assessment that will be conducted for each demo. Those plans will need to include a disposal plan for the PV panels and batteries, which contain hazardous wastes once their useful life is expired. 
(c) Targeted Assessment and relevant plans/procedures  

Labour Assessment and Management Procedures 

For the EZCERTV Project, a targeted assessment of potential impacts relating to labour/OHS will be undertaken. The assessment and management of labour and OHS risks will not solely be focused on labor inputs during the implementation of these activities, but will also ensure that the labor and working conditions in the production of all hardware inputs (e.g., solar PV systems for demos) are also adequately scrutinized for compliance. As identified in the project’s PPG SES screening, two main elements/activity areas (2.1 and 2.2) of the project could result in adverse labour and working conditions/OHS related risks. As such a Labour Management Procedure will be fully developed during Year 1 of project implementation and must be in place before Outputs 2.1 and 2.2. 
Most specifically, under Activity 2.1.3, the project will carry out technology application demonstrations, which will include: a) rooftop and ground-mounted solar Photo Voltaic (PV) mini-grids with battery energy storage systems; b) anaerobic digesters; c) biogas-fired power generators; d) biogas upgraders for bio-methane production; e) biomass pelletizers; and ancillary equipment such as: f) biogas transmission pipelines; and g) skid-mounted biogas compressors to fill pressurized biogas cylinders. In the implementation/construction of such demos, risks relating to UNDP Standard 7 (Labour and Working conditions) may arise. 
The project will ensure that national working standards (Labour Law of the Peoples Republic of China) are respected for all the project activities. The requirements of the Standard 7 (7.1 and 7.6) as per the SESP (Risk 9 and 15) are to be applied in an appropriately-scaled manner based on the nature and scale of the project, its specific activities, the project  associated social and environmental risks and impacts, and the type of contractual relationships with project workers. 
During Year 1 of project implementation, a project-wide Labour Assessment and Management Procedure will need to be developed (with particular attention to the Standard 7 related risks associated with the demos sites as outlined in Output 2). An indicative outline for this LAMP is outlined in Annex 1 of the ESMF. The LAMP must be in place before any activities under Outputs 2.1 and 2.2 are initiated.
 The LAMP will be prepared by the PMO and submitted to the PSC for endorsement. The LAMP will include key information on the various aspects of labour (particularly in the sourcing, production, installation, operation and maintenance of demo sites and technologies) that must be managed and monitored. A concise and up to date LAMP will enable different project-related parties, for example, staff of the project implementing unit, contractors and sub-contractors and project workers, to have a clear understanding of what is required on a specific labour issue.
The PMO has the overall responsibility to oversee all aspects of the implementation of the LAMP, to ensure contractor compliance. EZCERTV will address all LAMP aspects as part of procurement for works as well as during contractor induction. The contractor is subsequently responsible for management in accordance with contract specific Labour Management Plans, implementation of which will be supervised by EZCERTV’s Project Management Office monthly or at shorter intervals if deemed necessary.
Specific responsibilities for project staff and entities concerning the assessment and management of OHS/labour risks will be further elaborated in detailed in the full LAMP that is to be developed during Year 1 of the project.  However, the following responsibilities and guidance for the LAMP have been stipulated (for further expansion and elaboration in the full LAMP):

Occupational Health and Safety: Contractors must engage a minimum of one safety representative. Smaller contracts may permit for the safety representative to carry out other assignments as well. The safety representative ensures the day-to-day compliance with specified safety measures and records of any incidents. Minor incidents are reported to the EZCERTV PMO monthly, serious incidents are reported immediately and escalated to the PSC. 
Labour and Working Conditions: Contractors will keep records in accordance with specifications set out the LAMP. EZCERTV PMO may at any time require records to ensure that labour conditions are met. The PMO will review records against actuals at a minimum monthly and can require immediate remedial actions if warranted. A summary of issues and remedial actions will be included in quarterly reports to the PSC.

Worker Grievances. EZCERTV’s project-level GRM procedures will remain for Project staff. Contractors will be required to present a worker grievance redress mechanism which responds to the requirements of UNDP and those specified in the full LAMP (once drafted). The PMO’s designated officer will review records monthly. Where worker concerns are not resolved, the grievances may be escalated and handled through UNDP’s SECU. 
The labour management procedures will include specific requirements as to the terms and conditions of the employment, that will:

- Comply with minimum age requirements set out in International Labour Organization (ILO)

Conventions or national legislation (whichever offers the greatest protection to young people under the age of 18) and keep records of the dates of birth of all employees verified by official

documentation

- Check the activities carried out by young workers and ensure that children under 18 are not employed in hazardous work
, including in contractor workforces. 

- Assess the safety risks relating to any work by children under 18 and carry out regular monitoring of their health, working conditions and hours of work

- Ensure that any workers aged 13-15 are only doing light work outside school hours, in accordance with national legislation, or working in a government-approved training programme

- Ensure that contractors have adequate systems in place to check workers’ ages, identify workers under the age of 18 and to ensure that they are not engaged in hazardous work, and that their work is subject to appropriate risk assessment and health monitoring
(d) Overall project SESP Update 

During the implementation of the EZCERTV project, the project will be re-screened using UNDP’s SESP (2021). Instances for this re-screening will occur when: 
· Prescribed by the project’s SESA and or targeted assessments/management plans 

· When project circumstances change in a substantive or relevant manner 

· when determined necessary by the Project Manager (after consideration of the advice from PMU staff with responsibility for safeguards), the Project Board, or UNDP.
4 Institutional Arrangements and Capacity Building

4.1 Roles and Responsibilities for Implementing this ESMF.
The roles and responsibilities of project staff and associated agencies in implementation of this ESMF is as follows. This ESMF does not cover the roles and responsibilities associated with implementation of the subsequent stand-alone management plans; those will be defined in demo projects’ subsequent management plan that is developed in the project inception phase.
Implementing Partners: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in China
· Ensure that the required assessment (targeted assessment, as above) and assessment report and the required management plan(s) (stand-alone management plan, as above) are developed, disclosed for public consultation and approved, and management measures are adopted and integrated during project implementation;
· Report, fairly and accurately, on project progress against agreed work plans in accordance with the reporting schedule and required formats. 

· Maintain documentation and evidence that describes the proper and prudent use of project resources in conformity to the signed Project Document and in accordance with applicable regulations and procedures (e.g. SES).
· Ensure all requirements of UNDP’s SES and national regulatory/policy frameworks have been addressed.
· Hold responsibility and accountability to UNDP for overall management of the project, including compliance with UNDP SES.

Project Steering Committee:
	· Ministry of Finance (MOF)

· Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (MARA)

· National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC)

· United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 


· Monitor the implementation of this ESMF and compliance with national and international regulations, and UNDP social and environmental standards. 

· Decision making for the adoption of necessary measures including full integration of management measures within project Outputs and annual work plans.
· Review and endorsement of the project’s LAMP 
UNDP: 

· Provide oversight on all matters related to safeguards.
· Inform all the stakeholders and right-holders involved in, or potentially impacted, positively or negatively, by the GEF-financed projects, about the UNDP’s corporate Accountability Mechanism (described below).
· Ensure that the Compliance Review and the Stakeholder Response Mechanisms are operational during the lifetime of the projects.
· Ensure adherence to the SES for project activities implemented using funds channelled through UNDP’s accounts, and undertake appropriate measures to address any shortcomings.
· Verify and document that all UNDP SES requirements have been addressed.
· Provide technical guidance on implementation of this ESMF and administrative assistance in recruiting and contracting expert safeguards services (as required), and monitor adherence of each project to the ESMF and UNDP policies and procedures.

Project Management Office (PMO):

· Supervise and manage implementation of measures defined in this ESMF.
· Assign specific responsibilities for implementation of this ESMF, including monitoring, and community consultations on the draft management plans to a staff member(s) of the PMO.
· Maintain relevant records associated with management of environmental and social risks, including updated SESPs, impact assessments, a log of grievances together with documentation of management measures implemented.
· Report to the Implementing Partner, the Project Steering Committee and UNDP on the status and results of the implementation of the ESMF.
· Ensure that all service providers are informed of their responsibilities for the day to day compliance with the ESMF.

4.2 Capacity Building

Specialists with relevant expertise in social and environmental safeguards will be engaged to support the completion of targeted assessment, and the subsequent development of any stand-alone management plans. These experts will offer an induction session for Project Management Units (and implementing partners, as needed) on safeguards responsibilities and approaches. 
The UNDP-NCE Unit will provide advice to project teams as needed to support the implementation of this ESMF and the preparation, implementation, and monitoring of social and environmental management plans/measures.
Project Steering Committee will have the final responsibility for the integration of a stand-alone management plan in the execution of the project. The integration of that plan will need to consider particular institutional needs, including a review of the required budget allocations for each measure, as well as the authority and capability of institutions at different administrative levels (e.g. local, regional, and national), and their capacity to manage and monitor management plan implementation. Where necessary, capacity building and technical assistance activities will be included to enable proper implementation of the management plan.

5 Stakeholder Engagement and Information Disclosure

Discussions with project stakeholders, including local communities at project sites, commenced during the project development phase of each project. The EZCERTV Project also has a Stakeholder Engagement Plan and Gender Action Plan, which is annexed to the Project Document. These Plans will be followed to ensure that stakeholders are engaged in project implementation and particularly in the further assessment of social and environmental impacts and the development of appropriate management measures. The Project Stakeholder Engagement Plan will be updated during project implementation based on the assessments and management plans conducted in line with this ESMF, as needed. 

Potentially affected stakeholders will be engaged during the implementation of this ESMF. As part of the stakeholder engagement process, UNDP’s SES require that project stakeholders have access to relevant information. Specifically, the SES (SES, Policy Delivery Process, para. 21) stipulates that, among other disclosures specified by UNDP’s policies and procedures, UNDP will ensure that the following information be made available:

· Stakeholder engagement plans and summary reports of stakeholder consultations

· Social and environmental screening reports with project documentation

· Draft social and environmental assessments, including any draft management plans.
· Final social and environmental assessments and associated management plans
· Any required social and environmental monitoring reports.

As outlined in the SES and UNDP’s Social and Environmental Screening Procedure (SESP), the type and timing of assessments and management plans vary depending of the level of social and environmental risk associated with the project as well as timing of the social and environmental assessment.

This ESMF (and project SESP) will be disclosed via the UNDP China website in accordance with UNDP SES policy. The subsequent project ESMPs or stand-alone management plan will also be publicly disclosed via the UNDP China website once drafted and finalized and adopted only after the required time for disclosure has elapsed.

These requirements for stakeholder engagement and disclosure will be adhered to during the implementation of this ESMF, and the subsequent implementation of the resulting ESMPs and any stand-alone management plans. 

6 Accountability and Grievance Redress Mechanisms
6.1 UNDP’s Accountability Mechanisms

UNDP’s SES recognize that even with strong planning and stakeholder engagement, unanticipated issues can still arise. Therefore, the SES are underpinned by an Accountability Mechanism with two key components:

a) A Social and Environmental Compliance Review Unit (SECU) to respond to claims that UNDP is not in compliance with applicable environmental and social policies; and

b) A Stakeholder Response Mechanism (SRM) that ensures individuals, peoples, and communities affected by projects have access to appropriate grievance resolution procedures for hearing and addressing project-related complaints and disputes.

UNDP’s Accountability Mechanism is available to all of UNDP’s project stakeholders.

The Social and Environmental Compliance Unit (SECU) investigates concerns about non-compliance with UNDP’s Social and Environmental Standards and Screening Procedure raised by project-affected stakeholders and recommends measures to address findings of non-compliance.

The Stakeholder Response Mechanism helps project-affected stakeholders, UNDP’s partners (governments, NGOs, businesses) and others jointly address grievances or disputes related to the social and/or environmental impacts of UNDP-supported projects.
Further information, including how to submit a request to SECU or SRM, is found on the UNDP website at: http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/operations/accountability/secu-srm/.
6.2 Project-level Grievance Redress Mechanisms

The Project Management Office (PMO) shall establish a project-level Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) during project inception. The full details of the GRM will be agreed upon during the project’s inception phase.

Interested stakeholders may raise a grievance at any time to the PMO, the Executing Agency, Implementing Agency (UNDP), or the GEF.
7 Budget for ESMF Implementation

Funding for implementation of the ESMF is included in the budget of the EZCERTV Project. The estimated costs are indicated in Table 4 below. Costs associated with the time of Project Management Unit Staff coordinating the implementation of this ESMF or UNDP support are not shown. Further detail is found in the budgets of the respective Project Documents.

Table 4: Breakdown of Project-level Costs for ESMF Implementation
	Item
	Budget Cost (USD)

	The EZCERTV Project

	International consultant, Safeguards and SESA specialist
	$36,000

	National consultant, safeguards specialist
	$ 12,000

	Local consultant, community development specialist
	$ 8,000

	Travel expenses for consultations
	$ 11,000

	Audio-visual & print production expenses
	$ 1,200

	Total:
	$68,200


8 Monitoring and Evaluation Arrangements
Reporting on progress and issues in the implementation of this ESMF will be documented in the project quarterly reports and annual project implementation reports (PIRs). Until the stand-alone management plans are put in place, the project management team will be responsible for compiling reports on the implementation of this ESMF, for reporting to the Project Steering Committees.  
Implementation of the subsequent stand-alone management plan will be the responsibility for the project management teams, and other partners as agreed upon and described in those future. 
The ESMF monitoring and evaluation plan is outlined below in Table 5.
Table 5: ESMF Monitoring and Evaluation Plan 

	Monitoring Activity
	Description
	Frequency / Timeframe
	Expected Action
	Roles and Responsibilities

	Track progress of ESMF implementation 


	Implementation of this ESMF, and with results reported to Project Steering Committee on an annual basis
	Quarterly (until management plans are in place)
	Required ESMF steps are completed in a timely manner.
	Project Managers, with support from and Project M&E/Safeguards Officers

	Implementation of management measures and monitoring of potential impacts identified in targeted assessment.

	Permanent and participatory implementation and monitoring of management measures, in accordance with findings of targeted assessment 
	Continuous, once assessment is complete and management plan is in place
	Implementation of stand-alone management plans; participatory monitoring; integration of management plans into project implementation strategies
	Project Manager, Pilot Coordinators, oversight by UNDP CO, PSC

	Learning


	Knowledge, good practices, and lessons learned regarding social and environmental risk management will be captured regularly, as well as actively sourced from other projects and partners and integrated back into the project.
	At least annually
	Relevant lessons are captured by the project teams and used to inform management decisions.
	Project Managers,  

	Annual project quality assurance


	The quality of the project will be assessed against UNDP’s quality standards to identify project strengths and weaknesses and to inform management decision making to improve the project
	Annually
	Areas of strength and weakness will be reviewed and used to inform decisions to improve project performance
	UNDP CO, with support from Project Managers and Project M&E/Safeguards Officers

	Review and make course corrections.

	Internal review of data and evidence from all monitoring actions to inform decision making
	At least annually
	Performance data, risks, lessons, and quality will be discussed by the project steering committee and used to make course corrections
	Project Steering Committees (considering stakeholders’ opinions)

	Annual project implementation reports 


	As part of progress report to be presented to the Project Steering Committee and key stakeholders, analysis, updating and recommendations for risk management will be included
	Annually
	Updates on progress of ESMF will be reported in the project’s annual PIRs. A summary of the avoidance and mitigation of potential social and environmental impacts will be included in the program annual report, sharing best practices and lessons learned across the program.
	UNDP CO, UNDP-NCE RTA, Project Managers

	Independent Mid-term Review
	The evaluators that will be hired to undertake the assignment will be independent from organizations that were involved in designing, executing, or advising on the project to be evaluated.
	At mid-project
	The GEF Operational Focal Point and other stakeholders will be actively involved and consulted during the evaluation process
	Independent third party

	Project review


	The Project Steering Committee will consider updated analysis of risks and recommended risk mitigation measures at all meetings
	At least annually
	Any risks and/ or impacts that are not adequately addressed by national mechanisms or project team will be discussed in project steering committee. Recommendations will be made, discussed, and agreed upon.
	Project Steering Committees 

and Project Managers

	Terminal Evaluation and final report
	Terminal evaluation will take place upon completion of all major project outputs and activities
	At the end of project
	The final project report package shall be discussed with the Project Board during an end-of-project review meeting to discuss lesson learned and opportunities for scaling up.    
	Independent third party; Project Steering Committees 

and Project Managers


9 Annexes: the EZCERTV Project SESP Template 
Refer to ** submission. (to be Annexed for public disclosure via UNDP China website_
Annex I: Indicative outline for Project Labour Assessment and Management Procedure 
The Labour Assessment and Management Procedure (LAMP) facilitates planning and assists borrowers/responsible parties to ensure that project implementation adheres to the requirements of SES 7 on Labour and Working Conditions. The LAMP identifies the main labour requirements and risks associated with the project and helps the responsible party to determine the resources necessary to address project labour issues. The assessment and management of labour and OHS risks will not solely be focused on labor inputs during the implementation of these activities, but will also ensure that the labor and working conditions in the production of all hardware inputs (e.g., solar PV systems for demos) are also adequately scrutinized for compliance,
The LAMP may be prepared as a stand-alone document, or form part of other environmental and social management documents. The LAMP is a living document, which is initiated early in project preparation, and is reviewed and updated throughout development and implementation of the project. The LAMP(s) will be required for all incremental activities (that are funded by GEF). In some instances (when required for Compliance with GoC law/regulation or deemed necessary by the PSC) the LAMP may be applied to baseline (co-financed) activities as well. 
A concise and up to date LAMP will enable different project-related parties, for example, staff of the project implementing unit, contractors and sub-contractors and project workers, to have a clear understanding of what is required on a specific labour issue. The level of detail contained in the LAMP will depend on the type of project and information available. Where relevant information is not available, this should be noted, and the LAMP should be updated as soon as possible. 

Below is an indicative outline of the LAMP. 

1. Overview of Labour Use in the Project: This section describes the following, based on available information:
a. Number of Project Workers: The total number of workers to be employed on the project, and the different types of workers: direct workers, contracted workers, and community workers. Where numbers are not yet firm, an estimate should be provided. 
b. Characteristics of Project Workers: To the extent possible, a broad description and an indication of the likely characteristics of the project workers e.g. local workers, national or international migrants, female workers, workers between the minimum age and 18.
c. Timing of Labour Requirements: The timing and sequencing of labour requirements in terms of numbers, locations, types of jobs and skills required.
d. Contracted Workers: The anticipated or known contracting structure for the project, with numbers and types of contractors/subcontractors and the likely number of project workers to be employed or engaged by each contractor/subcontractor. If it is likely that project workers will be engaged through brokers, intermediaries, or agents, this should be noted together with an estimate of the number of workers that are expected to be recruited in this way.
e. Migrant Workers: If it is likely that migrant workers (either domestic or international) are expected to work on the project, this should be noted, and details provided.
f. Co-financed/baseline workers: Labor inputs in the implementation of baseline activities that are carried out by the project partners. Note that the EXCERTV Project is comprised of subsumed baseline (co-financed) activities and incremental activities that are GEF-funded
g. Supply chain workers: If available labour/OHS information concerning the supply and production of materials/equipment that will be used in the project implementation (e.g., for demos).
2. Assessment of Key Potential Labour Risks: This section describes the following, based on available information:
a. Project activities: The type and location of the project, and the different activities the project workers will carry out.
b. Key Labour Risks:  The key labour risks which may be associated with the project (see, for example, those identified in Standard 7 and its corresponding SES Guidance Note). These could include, for example:
· the conduct of hazardous work, such as working at heights or in confined spaces, use of heavy machinery, or use of hazardous materials 

· likely incidents of child labour or forced labour, with reference to the sector or locality
· restrictions on freedom of association and collective bargaining
· likely presence of migrants or seasonal workers

· risks of labour influx or gender-based violence

· possible accidents or emergencies, with reference to the sector or locality

· general understanding and implementation of occupational health and safety requirements
3. Brief Overview of Labour Legislation: Terms and Conditions: This section sets out the key aspects of national labour legislation with regards to term and conditions of work, and how national legislation applies to different categories of workers identified in Section 1.
4. Brief Overview of Labour Legislation: Occupational Safety and Safety: This section sets out the key aspects of the national labour legislation with regards to occupational health and safety, and how national legislation applies to the different categories of workers identified in Section 1. 

5. Responsible Staff: This section identifies the functions and/or individuals within the project responsible for (as relevant):

· engagement and management of project workers

· engagement and management of contractors/subcontractors

· occupational health and safety (OHS)

· training of workers

· addressing worker grievances

In some cases, this section will identify functions and/or individuals from contractors or subcontractors, particularly in projects where project workers are employed by third parties. 
6. Policies and Procedures: This section sets out information on OSH, reporting and monitoring and other general project policies. Where relevant, it identifies applicable national legislation.
Where significant safety risks have been identified as part of Section 2, this section outlines how these will be addressed. Where the risk of forced labour has been identified, this section outlines how these will be addressed. Where risks of child labour have been identified, these are addressed in Section 7.
7. Age of Employment: This section sets out details regarding:
· the minimum age for employment on the project

· the process that will be followed to verify the age of project workers 

· the procedure that will be followed if underage workers are found working on the project

· the procedure for conducting risk assessments for workers aged between the minimum age and 18
8. Terms and Conditions: This section sets out details regarding:

· specific wages, hours and other provisions that apply to the project 

· maximum number of hours that can be worked on the project

· any collective agreements that apply to the project. When relevant, provide a list of agreements and describe key features and provisions 

· other specific terms and conditions 
9. Grievance Mechanism: This section sets out details of the grievance mechanism that will be provided for direct and contracted workers and describes the way in which these workers will be made aware of the mechanism.
Where community workers are engaged on the project, details of the grievance mechanism for these workers is set out in Section 11.

10. Contractor Management: This section sets out details regarding:
· the selection process for contractors/third parties 

· the contractual provisions that will be put in place relating to contractors for the management of labour issues, including OSH

· the procedure for managing and monitoring the performance of contractors
11. Community Workers: Where community workers will be involved in the project, this section sets out details of the terms and conditions of work and identifies measures to check that community labour is provided on a voluntary basis. It also provides details of the type of agreements that are required and how they will be documented. This section sets out details of the grievance mechanism for community workers and the roles and responsibilities for monitoring such workers. 
12. Primary Supply Workers: Where a significant risk of child or forced labour or serious safety issues in relation to primary suppliers has been identified, this section sets out the procedure for monitoring and reporting on primary supply workers.
� UNDP SES, page 47.  


� This must also include guidance on courses of action to take in regards labor and work conditions involved in the production and supply of materials/equipment used in the project implementation (e.g., hardware used for demos).


� Hazardous work will normally be defined in national legislation and will be likely to include most tasks in construction and several in agriculture.









