
Somalia’s justice and corrections systems are fragmented and 
under-resourced, shaped by decades of con�ict, weak governance, and 
climate crises. Trust in formal institutions remains low, with most Soma-
lis relying on informal and customary mechanisms, which often 
exclude or harm women and marginalized groups. Moreover, these 
systems are further daunted by fragile justice mechanisms, compound-
ed by entrenched clan power dynamics and systemic gender inequi-
ties. Over 70% of the population lives below the poverty line, with 
limited access to justice services. This calls for a people-centered justice 
and corrections model that integrates formal and informal systems, 
strengthening institutions, and empowering communities to rebuild 
trust, legitimacy, and equitable access to justice across Somalia.
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A sustainable and legitimate justice and corrections system, based on people-centered and community-led approaches, can deliver improved 
justice solutions; and justice solutions are designed using participatory processes and implemented at local and FMS levels.
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���� United Nations Transitional Assistance 
Mission in Somalia (UNTMIS) and United Nations O�ce of 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
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Joint Justice and Correction Program (JJCP)
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Somalis internally 
displaced (OCHA 
2026)

Women & youth 
face systemic 
exclusion from 
decision-making 
processes

of the population are 
multidimensionally 
poor (SNBS MPI Report 
2024)

­�� out of 
193 in Rule of 
Law Index (WB 
2022)

Judicial System: A 
mix of traditional, 
Sharia, & formal 
legal systems

­­�  out of 
120 in the Fragile 
States Index (2024)
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­�� out of 166 
in Gender 
Inequality Index 
(UNDP 2024)

Prevalence of 
disability in the 
adult population 
of Somalia 
(UNDP 2024)
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��� ����� Security, rule of law, access to justice, people 
centered justice reform

��������	�������	����� The line ministries and justice sector 
institutions at the federal and state level
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�	����	�������	�����  European Union and  the Netherlands
though Somali Joint Fund (SJF)
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NETHERLANDS                                 EUROPEAN UNION                     SOMALIA JOINT FUND

CONTRIBUTING
PARTNERS
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Somalia’s First National Justice Sector Strategy (2025–2029) developed through an 
inclusive, systems-thinking approach engaging over 1,000  stakeholders. 

A people-centered justice and corrections model was developed and integrated 
into the constitutional review process.  

Generative dialogue sessions engaged 987 participants to identify justice 
challenges and co-create community solutions.  

5,300+ cases resolved through Alternative Dispute Resolution in 2025, a more than 
200% increase compared to 2024 made possible through targeted investment in 
capacities of ADR mediators. 

Trained 2,000+ elders,youth,women, and religious leaders as mediators 
working in ADR centres since 2023.

1,143 prisoners participated in rehabilitation programmes, including education 
and vocational training.  

Increased trust in the justice institutions 

Increased the capacity of the formal and informal justice sector on 
integrative justice solutions

Local Integrative justice solutions adopted and implemented

Justice policies adopted that re�ect the community needs 

Justice sector strategy adopted and implemented

Operationalized a federated Justice and correction Model (JCM)

Functional ADR mechanisms established in key locations

Adoption and Implementation of a Reformed Prison Law

Improved Prison Conditions and Rehabilitation Services

Operational Community-Based Corrections Systems for Reintegra-
tion
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Inclusion of women in community justice and ADR 
processes

40% female participation in training programs.

Considered women legal professionals for intern-
ship programme

Nairobi Support O�ce

UNON, UN Avenue,

Block D5, POB 28832,

Nairobi, Kenya
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@undpsom

@undpsomalia

@UNDPSomalia

undp.org/somalia

https://x.com/undpsomalia�

https://www.facebook.com/undpsom�

https://www.linkedin.com/company/undpsomalia/�

UNDP Somalia

Country O�ce, Mogadishu

Project Manager:  petrit.skenderi@undp.org

General Inquiry: registry.so@undp.org

https://www.undp.org/somalia/projects/jjcp

https://www.undp.org/somalia�

https://www.undp.org/somalia/projects/joint-justice-and-corrections-programme-jjcp�

 972 prisoners supported through reintegration and psychosocial support 
programmes.

304 corrections o�cers trained in rehabilitation, reintegration, and dynamic security.  

Prison oversight and infrastructure improvements strengthened through inspection 
visits and renovations at Mogadishu Central Prison and Court Complex. 
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