Summary of Social and Environmental Screening (SESP)
This document provides a concise summary of the Social and Environmental Screening (SESP) conducted for the project 'Strengthening the Climatic Resilience of Djibouti’s Agro‑pastoral Sector through Integrated Water Resources Management'. The screening was completed during the design stage in July 2025, in accordance with UNDP Social and Environmental Standards (SES).
The project applies a human‑rights‑based and participatory approach, targeting agro‑pastoral communities across Djibouti’s five rural regions (Obock, Tadjourah, Arta, Dikhil and Ali Sabieh). It aims to reduce vulnerability to climate shocks, particularly floods and droughts, by improving access to climate‑resilient water infrastructure, strengthening institutional capacity, and enhancing community‑based natural resource management.
Gender equality and women’s empowerment are mainstreamed across all project components. Specific measures include support to women‑led MSMEs, women‑based cooperatives, access to productive assets, and increased participation of women in decision‑making structures. The project is classified under UNDP Gender Marker GEN‑2, indicating gender equality as a significant objective.
The overall social and environmental risk rating of the project is assessed as Substantial. Key risks relate to potential exclusion of vulnerable groups, institutional capacity gaps in safeguards implementation, impacts on Indigenous Peoples and nomadic pastoralists, gender‑based violence, conflicts over natural resources, biodiversity impacts, and occupational health and safety.
To manage these risks, the project foresees the preparation and implementation of scoped Environmental and Social Impact Assessments (ESIAs) for each target region, resulting in region‑specific Environmental and Social Management Plans (ESMPs). Complementary instruments include a Stakeholder Engagement Plan, Gender Action Plan, Livelihood Action Plan, Local Communities/Social Inclusion Plan, Safety and Security Plan, and a project‑level Grievance Redress Mechanism.
Overall, the SESP confirms that the project is feasible from a social and environmental perspective, provided that the identified safeguards instruments are implemented effectively, and that continuous stakeholder engagement and monitoring are ensured throughout project implementation.




