


trained in coaching techniques to use in their interactions
with union members. The project recently issued a guide of
best practices for use by unions, academic institutions, pri-
vate employers and governments.

Cambodia is finding a similarly proactive way to man-
age its successful integration into the global economy. Look-
ing beyond impressive figures showing a 30 percent jump in
exports as a share of Gross Domestic Product (GDP), and
double-digit growth rates of GDP over the past decade (the
most recent projections exceeding 10 percent), the Govern-
ment has teamed up with UNDP to respond to two chal-
lenges surfacing on the horizon: diversifying its export base,
and ensuring that the benefits of trade are evenly distributed
throughout Cambodian society. Cambodia’s 2007 Trade
Integration Strategy addresses these challenges head-on,
identifying 19 new sectors of goods and services for explora-
tion, leveraging comparative advantages for local producers,
upgrading quality control standards and promoting policy
initiatives that support the link between trade and poverty
alleviation through legal and institutional reforms.

Cambodia’s strategy is one example of how UNDP is
working to strengthen the synergy between trade and inclu-
sive growth. In 2007, UNDP helped more than 45 of the
world’s poorest countries to compete and benefit from inter-
national trade. In addition to supporting the development
of pro-poor policies and legislation, UNDP helps forge links
between the public and private sectors to reap the benefits
of social entrepreneurship. As companies grow, their pros-
perity comes to depend increasingly on strong, viable mar-
kets abroad.

Innovations in social enterprise are happening all
over the developing world, including in some of the LDCs.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation recently awarded
$19 million to a UNDP-supported project using low-cost
machinery to boost the productivity and income of women
farmers in Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal. The centrepiece
of the project is the multifunctional platform (MFP), a
diesel-run engine mounted on a chassis to which a variety
of processing equipment can be attached, including a cereal
mill, a husker, a battery charger, and joinery and carpentry
equipment. At least 24 of these MEPs will be biofuel-based.
The MFP takes domestic tasks like milling and husking
sorghum, millet, maize and other grains, normally done
with a mortar and pestle or a grinding stone, and mecha-
nizes them, making them profitable economic activities.

The platform can also generate electricity for lighting,

refrigeration and to pump water, which helps provide clean
water to communities.

Compared to developed countries where household
chores can happen at the flick of a switch, in rural homes
across Africa with no connection to the electricity grid (and
where none is planned), preparing a meal is a laborious task
for women and girls. They spend up to six hours a day col-
lecting firewood, fetching water, husking and pounding
grain, with no time left for outside employment. Girls often
perform poorly in school due to inconsistent attendance and
find themselves forced to drop out to help their mothers.

The benefits of the MFP have already been proven in
parts of West Africa, where processing shea nuts for butter
is a common economic activity. In Mali, for example, crush-
ing 10 kilogrammes of shea nuts manually yields 3.5 kilo-
grammes of butter in eight hours in comparison to 4.5
kilogrammes in four and a half hours using the platform. The
four-year grant will help establish 600 new sustainable agro-
businesses in the three target countries, and empower the

farmers to more efficiently manage their time and resources.

FIGHTING POVERTY BY
RESPONDING TO HIV AND AIDS

Promising developments have been seen in recent years
in global efforts to address the AIDS epidemic, including
increased access to treatment and prevention programmes.
However, the number of people living with HIV continues
to grow, and the number of deaths due to AIDS remains
alarmingly high. According to the Joint UN Programme on
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), 33.2 million people were estimated
to be living with HIV and 2.5 million were newly infected
with HIV in 2007. The impact of AIDS has far-reaching
implications for achieving the MDGs, particularly for tar-
gets relating to poverty, education, gender equality and child
and maternal health. The epidemic is deepening and spread-
ing poverty, and reversing human development gains.
UNDP is a founding co-sponsor and one of 10 agen-
cies that make up UNAIDS. The UN response to AIDS is a
good example of UN reform in action — demonstrating how
different UN agencies come together and work to effectively
address one of the world’s greatest development challenges.
UNDP has a specific and well-defined role in the overall
response of the UN system, designated as the lead agency for
addressing HIV and AIDS and development, governance,

human rights and gender.
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ADULTS AND CHILDREN LIVING WITH HIV AND AIDS (2001 and 2007)

in thousands

Regional HIV and AIDS statistics 2001 2007
Sub-Saharan Africa 20,900 22,500
Middle East and North Africa 300 380
South and South-East Asia, East Asia 3,920 4,800
Oceania 26 75
Latin America and the Caribbean 1,490 1,830
Eastern Europe and Central Asia 630 1,600
Western and Central Europe 620 760
North America 1,100 1,300
Total 29,000 33,200

Source: UNAIDS

In China, national and local health officials noted that
an effective HIV response among men who have sex with
men needed to be supported and their involvement in the
response strengthened. The related UN Technical Work-
ing Group, led by UNDP in partnership with the National
Center for AIDS/STD Prevention and Control, developed
a National Framework on men who have sex with men and
HIV and AIDS that was released in late 2007. The Frame-
work and follow-up action aim to strengthen local com-
munity ownership among men who have sex with men and
engagement in HIV prevention and awareness activities,
increase access to voluntary counselling and treatment ser-
vices, and provide care and support through the develop-
ment of community joint action plans and the identification
of specific roles and responsibilities of civil society groups
and health departments at the community level.

In Thailand, UNDP worked closely with the Thai
Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS to document
lessons learned over the past 10 years of work by networks
on human rights. A report compiling these lessons will be
distributed among CSOs and used as a tool for development
agencies working on AIDS.

In Djibouti, during a religious leaders’ training con-
ducted by UNDP in partnership with the National AIDS
Programme and technical assistance from the HIV/AIDS
Regional Programme in the Arab States, 25 Imams publicly
took HIV tests and promoted the benefits of HIV tests by
inviting the whole population to know their status.

In the Russian Federation, Russian Orthodox Church
leaders have demonstrated their commitment to respond
to HIV and AIDS at the regional and national level. The
Orenburg Region Diocese nominated its leader to repre-
sent the Church in the city committee on HIV and AIDS

and substance abuse and started working on the creation of
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the regional church resource centre on HIV. The Moscow
Patriarchate has started preparations for the second inter-
faith international conference on HIV and AIDS in 2008.
In terms of HIV and AIDS prevention among youth, the
Church has made an important step forward by starting
work on a prevention programme focused on the promotion
of general behavioural change. In 2007, over 400 people
participated in HIV prevention activities among injection
drug users; over 300 people living with HIV received pal-
liative care from peer volunteers of the faith-based orga-
nizations trained in the project framework; and over 500
specialists participated in capacity building, awareness and
specialized training, such as training for medical personnel
on palliative care for people living with HIV.

'The Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria remains one of the most important partners for
UNDP in the HIV response with one of UNDP’s key pri-
orities being to improve the implementation of AIDS
responses. Since its inception, the UNDP-Global Fund
partnership has grown significantly. From managing a single
grant in Haiti in 2002, UNDP is currently managing grants
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Sudan and 23
other countries. At the end of 2007, Global Fund results
where UNDP is the principal recipient include putting
over 105,000 people on antiretroviral treatment, providing
anti-malarial treatment to over 4.6 million people, providing
HIV, tuberculosis and malaria prevention services to over
9.3 million people and reaching 1.5 million people with
HIV counselling and testing.





