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Acronyms

CBO Community-based Organisation

CPR Crisis Prevention and Recovery

CSO Civil society organizations

GEF/SGP Global Environment Facility/ Small Grant Programme

INGO International Non-Governmental Organisation

LTA Long Term Agreement

NGO Non-Governmental Organisation

PRSP Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper

SGP Small Grants Programme (of the Global Environment Facility)

SNV Netherlands Development Organization (Stichting Nederlandse
Vrijwilligers)

UNCT United Nations Country Teams

UNDP Bureaux:

BCPR Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery

BDP Bureau for Development Policy

CSOD Civil Society Organizations Division

0GC Oslo Governance Centre, Bureau for Development Policy

PB Partnerships Bureau

RBA Regional Bureau for Africa

RBAP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific

RBAS Regional Bureau for Arab States

RBEC Regional Bureau for Europe and the Commonwealth of
Independent States

RBLAC Regional Bureau for Latin America and the Caribbean

RSC Regional Service Centre

SURF Sub-Regional Resource Facility
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Disclaimer

The survey was conducted in the first quarter of 2008. Given the evolving social,
economic and political situations at the local, regional and global level, UNDP
programme support in some countries might have changed from that indicated in
this document.
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A snapshot of global engagement

This paper presents an overview of UNDP engagement with civil society.

UNDP Country Offices around the world have thousands of programmes and partnership
agreements with civil society organizations (CSOs), including with national, international,
and community-based organizations. In monetary terms, this relationship is worth well
over $100m. Added to this is a heavy investment in capacity development found in every
Country Office, worth tens of millions more.

Yet much of UNDP partnerships with civil society cannot be measured in dollars: Country
Offices engage national partners to develop and strengthen legal and regulatory
environments for civil society; they bring civil society actors to the table in key national
development processes like Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers; and they foster civil
society relationships across borders. Country Offices engage with civil society actors in all
thematic areas, including democratic governance, the environment and energy, crisis
prevention and recovery, HIV/AIDS, and more.

This paper presents a ‘snapshot in time’ of country-level engagement, and draws on
responses from 102 Country Offices (72% of all offices) to a 2008 global survey that asked
about present engagement. As such, the snapshot illustrates and explains key features of
country-level engagement as it is, rather than as it should be.

The paper is also indicative rather than exhaustive: it does not necessarily reflect the
experience of every UNDP Country Office, nor does it attempt to record the entire history
of country level engagement with civil society.

Areas addressed here include findings on:

e The volume of partnerships with civil society, in which 102 Country Offices
channel over $100m through CSOs for project implementation and service
delivery.

e The many types of UNDP initiatives to strengthen civil society, through capacity
development, legal and regulatory reform, civil society assessments, and
networking.

e The rich variation of sectoral and issue-based engagement with civil society.
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Partnerships for development

UNDP uses an array of contractual modalities to partner with civil society organizations,
each depending on the development challenge and the nature of the relationship. Yet
irrespective of the technical aspects of contracting, UNDP views all of these as partnering
for development. Whether related to contractors, executing agencies or grantees, all
agreements formalize a relationship in which the development of the capacity of the CSO
is a programmatic goal in addition to the specific service being delivered. Moreover, UNDP
frequently benefits from the existing presence and strength of CSOs. Depending on the
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