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International Land Coalition 

• A global alliance of civil society and 
intergovernmental organisations working 
together to promote secure and equitable 
access to and control over land for poor 
women and men through advocacy, dialogue 
and capacity building.

• Member-based global coalition (65), incl UN 
agencies, Bretton-Woods, global and national 
NGOs, peasant movements, research 
institutions

• Secretariat at IFAD (Rome) and regional nodes 
in Lima, Nakuru and Manila.



Food security
= the capacity of household , 

community and state to mobilise 
sufficient food through production , 
acquisition and distribution on a 
sustainable basis 

- secure access to land an essential 
prerequisite for production and 
reduced vulnerability 



• Est. 937 million people living in 
hunger (FAO Food Outlook)

• Est. further 133 million food 
insecure (USDA)

• 25,000 die daily from hunger and 
related causes, including 10,000 
children (High-level Task Force on 
GFC)



Who are the world’s 
poor?

WDR 2008…



Small-holders50%



20% Landless  



10% Pastoralists, forest dwellers 
and fishers



20% Slum-dwellers



• 1.5 billion 
people gain 
their living 
from 2ha or 
less of land

• between one and two billion people 
on the planet today are, in land law, 
tenants of State (CLEP, 2008) –
usually common property systems



The ‘Last Great Global 
Land Grab’

Drivers:
• Agrofuel feedstock 
• Food production (demand doubling over next 3 decades)
• Carbon sequestration (markets currently 10bn p/a - RRI)
• Tourism and extractive industries

Mechanisms:
• Sovereign funds
• Trans-national private investment funds 
• Commercial enterprises
• Carbon trading mechanisms
• Free Trade Agreements



Demand estimates (CIBC):
By 2030 est. 515m Ha of new land needs:
• 200m Ha: new agricultural production 

• 290m Ha: agrofuel feedstock 
• 25m Ha: industrial forestry 

Excluding demands from shifting 
production as a result of global warming. 

BUT: est. 250-300m Ha of underutilised 
agricultural land could be put into 
production. 



This week in the press…
• Cambodia is in talks with several Asian and 

Middle Eastern governments to receive as 
much as $3bn in agricultural investment in 
return for millions of hectares in land 
concessions, according to a senior government 
official 

• This week, Daewoo Logistics of South Korea 
secured a landmark deal with Madagascar [for 
1.3m Ha of land on which ] to grow food crops 
to send back to Seoul on a 99-year lease. 
Daewoo hopes to farm its Madagascar lease 
for free but is promising local jobs and 
infrastructure investments in road and irrigation



And allocation of ‘idle’ land by:

• Indian Government: 1m Ha jatropha on 
‘idle’ land in Andhra Pradesh and Jaipur 
(popular protests in Gujarat by 
pastoralists)

• Tanzanian Government: Wami Basin 
allocation for sugar cane, but area used 
by 1000’s of rice-growers

• Indonesia Min of Agriculture announced 
availability of 27m ha of ‘unproductive 
forestlands’ that can e offered to 
investors and converted to plantations

• Mozambique Government: 41.1m Ha of 
‘marginal land’ could be brought into 
production



Re-claiming of eminent 
domain of state

States in ‘demand’ countries facilitating demand 
and negotiation for land/carbon rights, in some 
cases using sovereign funds

States in ‘supply’ countries centralising allocation 
of rights and enjoyment of benefits at state 
level.

� Increasing evidence of reversal of progress in 
decentralision of land and resource rights over 
past two decades

Increasing roles of multilateral institutions
Parallel processes in agricultural and forest 

sectors:



Concentration of land holdings in 
Peru’s 150,000Ha coastal zone 

Source: CEPES
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Increased inequity in land 
holdings:

• Constrains economic growth
• Undermines poverty reduction
• Promotes social and political 

instability
• Increases conflict 
• Accelerates degradation



Impact

Land 
insecurity

Food 
insecurity

SITUATIONAL

STRUCTURAL



Rapidity and scale of 
new challenges 
demands a concerted, 
collaborative and 
coordinated response 
by stakeholders in 
governments, the UN 
system, and civil 
society to strengthen 
the individual and 
collective tenure rights 
of poor land users. 



Broad (long term) areas for 
response:

1. Create favourable land policy environments
2. Develop appropriate approaches for the 

recognition of land rights, particularly of 
common property resources

3. Legal empowerment to defend access to land

4. Strengthening the 
capacity of civil society
to represent their 
interests on land tenure 
and governance. 



What is UN doing?

1. FAO High Level Conference on World 
Food Security (June 2008)

• ‘golden revolution’ in agricultural production 
for developing countries combing the three 
ingredients of ‘land, sun and innovation’ –
Pres. Lula

• Emphasis on finding solutions through 
innovation rather than firstly securing rights

• Avoidance of rights approach to food or land
• Smallholders not placed at centre 
• Limited influence of IAASTD, released in 

April



2. High Level Task Force on the Global 
Food Security. 

• Long term action to ‘Ensure secure 
access to and better management of 
natural resources, including land, 
water, and biodiversity’

• But primary focus on access to food, 
markets, and inputs 

• HLTF to become secretariat of ‘Global 
Partnership for Agriculture’, aligned 
with Rome agencies  



3. FAO: Voluntary Guidelines on 
Responsible Governance of Tenure of 
Land and other Natural Resources

• Aim to ‘help countries to improve the 
governance of tenure, i.e. by ensuring that 
relevant policies and rules lead to 
sustainable, beneficial results, and that 
related services are delivered efficiently, 
effectively and equitably’

• Intention for first draft by end 2009
• Greater focus on administration than direct 

pro-poor access to land
• Follows Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to 

Food



4. UNECA: Framework and 
Guidelines for Land Policy in 
Africa

• To be adopted mid-2009
• Continued involvement of civil 

society crucial



What is ILC doing?
• Facilitating joint stocktaking initiative on 

impacts and opportunities of commercial 
pressures on land, global report end 2009

• Launching a global Land Reporting Intitiative 
to facilitate  trends in access to land

• Piloting equitable community-investor joint 
ventures in Mozambique 

• Using global platforms, such as CSD17 to 
advocate for a greater response by 
governments and multi-laterals

• Land Alliances for National Development in 
selectd countries, on formulation and 
implementation of pro-poor land policy



Recommendations to 
UNDP

• Collaborate more effectively with 
agricultural agencies, especially FAO

• Facilitate of global stocktaking and 
monitoring

• Advocate within UN system for greater 
focus on land governance in achieving 
food security

• Promote engagement of civil society 
through country offices


