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Challenges and Opportunities

• 30 million farmers under $1 a day
• Increasing income disparity at 3.3 :1
• Consumption gap: 3.1 : 1

However.

• 121 million ha of farmland allocated to farmers    
for 30 years, with a potential value of $450-570 
billion
• 12.3 million ha of residential land for “long term 
without change”, with a potential value of more 
than $1 trillion



Why potential but not reality?

• Poor implementation of laws on farmers’
farmland rights

•Land readjustments 
•Lack of land registration
•Administrative taking back

• Seriously flawed land takings law
•Ambiguous definition of public purpose
•Unfair compensation
•Inadequate procedural safeguards 

• Discriminative residential land laws



Projects to strengthen tenure security for farmers

UNDP
• Land Policy Reform

•Break up state monopoly of land market
•Formulate improved compensation standards
•Improve farmers’ participation in takings process

World Bank
• Land Transfer Reform

RDI

•Legal Aid and Education
•Registration of Farmers’ Land Rights
•Monitoring and assessment



Issues of project implementation

• Political risks
• Differences in policy agenda between central and local
• Change of political players
• Balance between project goals and overall political 
environment
• friend or foe?

• Priority setting/sequencing
• Support from the central government
• Consensus building and controversy avoiding  
• Educational value
• Adaptation to country characteristics 

• Funding 
• Funding sustainability
• Donors’ preference 


