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The World Bank and other international organisations and countries 
that have joined this Convention can condone or lessen the loans, or the 
interests of the loans, provided to a country only if that country decreases 
its military budget and joins the Convention.

The members of this Convention must pledge to refrain from selling 
weaponry to countries in which there is civil war.

Provided the financial corruption of government officials results in 
public poverty, this will count as a violation of human rights and rules of 
violating human rights will be applied in such cases.

Provided a government improves the human rights situation and promotes 
democracy in its country, when in need, it must be financially supported 
by developed countries that have joined this Convention. 

Provided a country has joined this Convention as well as the statute of 
the ICC and dissolves its army, its international debts will be cancelled. 

Summing up

What has been mentioned above is simply a primary suggestion and it is 
a starting point for producing a draft which, provided it is approved in 
the United Nations General Assembly and ratified by sufficient member 
countries, can lead to a decrease of poverty in the world.

If the outcome of the Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor 
remains in the form of general suggestions and expert opinions, it will 
stay in the libraries and never be implemented. What is needed is that a 
Convention as mentioned is produced and ratified, in order to develop a 
legally binding instrument in the fight against poverty.

 
Translated by Atefeh Akbari Shahmirazadi
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Shirin Ebadi, an Iranian lawyer and human rights activist, 
received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2003. Both in her research and 
as an activist, she is known for promoting peaceful, democratic 
solutions to serious problems in society. Ms. Ebadi represents 
Reformed Islam, and argues for a new interpretation of Islamic law 
which is in harmony with vital human rights such as democracy, 
equality before the law, religious freedom and freedom of speech. 

Ms. Ebadi received a law degree from the University of Tehran. In the years 1975-79 
she served as president of the city court of Tehran, one the first female judges in Iran. She 
now works as a lawyer. She has written a number of academic books and articles focused 
on human rights. 


