
Work is underway on developing methods for identifying
the impact of individual development projects on dis-
aster risk. The Caribbean Disaster Mitigation Project,
Investing in Mitigation: Costs and Benefits,46 has
identified three opportunities to incorporate disaster
mitigation in infrastructure investment decision-making.
The first is to integrate the assessment of disaster risk into
existing environmental impact assessment procedures.
The second is to fully integrate natural hazard risk
into the economic and financial analysis of investment
projects.The third is to promote hazard mitigation when
the insurance industry is called upon to underwrite
catastrophic protection for the investment project.47

It is unlikely that prospective risk management will
completely eliminate all vulnerability, so compensatory
risk management is set to play a long-term role in
managing disaster risk. However, even here there are
opportunities for planning to build resilience into 
vulnerable groups or investments.

1.8 Final Discussion

Achieving a more sustainable development, and one
that moves towards the meeting of the MDGs, will
not be possible while disaster risk management is left
outside of development. The challenge for integration
lies in devising the tools required for policy makers to
transparently justify the closer operation of disaster
and development policy.

Bringing disaster risk reduction and development
concerns closer together requires three steps:
■ The collection of basic data on disaster risk and

the development of planning tools to track the
changing relationship between development policy
and disaster risk levels.

■ The collation and dissemination of best practice
in development planning and policy that reduce
disaster risk.

■ The galvanising of political will to reorient both
the development and disaster management sectors.

The first two steps are perhaps the most challenging.
Once the human welfare gains to be made from main-
streaming disaster risk reduction within development
policy are carried out, and transparent inventories of
best practice are made available, advocating for policy
change becomes more achievable.

For this to be done, information gaps must be filled.
As we have already emphasised, there is a dearth of
basic data on disaster impacts and risks at all levels
from the local to the global. Problems of mapping data
are made more difficult by the dynamic nature of risk.
Flux in global processes, tied in particular to economic
globalisation and global climate change, and changing
local conditions, including rapid urbanisation, the
spread of HIV/AIDS or civil conflict, mean that 
disaster risk is not a static condition.

In Reducing Disaster Risk: A Challenge for Development,
UNDP seeks to move this agenda forward by presenting
a review of state-of-the-art information on the distribution
of disaster risk at the international level and an account
of key development pressures and best practice in disaster
risk reduction tied to development policy.
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