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UNDP is the UN's global development network,

advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge,
experience and resources to help people build a better life.

Today, disaster reduction is a key component of UNDP efforts in crisis prevention and
recovery. UNDP first allocated core resources for disaster preparedness in 1989, with an
approved policy framework aimed ‘to stimulate the interest and actions needed to create
comprehensive disaster preparedness plans, strategies and structures and to promote disaster
mitigation activities within the context of development planning and implementation’.
The United Nations General Assembly has transferred to UNDP, the responsibilities of
the Emergency Relief Coordinator for operational activities concerning natural disaster
mitigation, prevention and preparedness. Furthermore, the UNDP Bureau for Crisis
Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) has made considerable progress in developing an
implementation framework that adds value to ongoing activities in disaster reduction.

UNDP plays an active and central role in the implementation of the International Strategy
for Disaster Reduction (ISDR). This publication, Reducing Disaster Risk: A Challenge for
Development, and the global review of disaster risk reduction, Living with Risk, published
by the ISDR Secretariat, are two complementary and coordinated initiatives. They are aimed
at assisting countries and international organisations to enable communities to become
resilient to natural hazards and related technological and environmental disasters so economic,
environmental, human and social losses can be reduced. UNDP and the ISDR Secretariat
are currently working towards a framework of joint reporting on disaster risk reduction.

While much has been achieved, much remains to be done if disaster loss is not to jeopardise
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. The humanitarian community has
made progress in mitigating the losses and suffering associated with disasters through
improved response preparedness and early warning. However, humanitarian actions do not
address the development processes that are shaping disaster risk in the first place. The
development community generally continues to view disasters as exceptional natural events
that interrupt zormal development and that can be managed through humanitarian actions.

The linkages between development and disaster risk are not difficult to visualize. Any
development activity has the potential to either increase or reduce disaster risk. When
a school or a health centre is destroyed in an earthquake, we have to remember that this
same school or health centre was once a development project, whether funded from
national budgets or external development assistance.
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