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Disaster Context

Two major earthquakes struck El Salvador in January
and February of 2001, causing damage of
approximately $1.9 billion, or 14 percent of GNP.
More than 140,000 homes (20 percent of total
housing) were destroyed, and severe damage was
caused to the social and economic sectors.

The two earthquakes were part of a long history of
seismic activity in the area, underscoring the
population’s extremely high level of vulnerability.
Additionally, floods followed Hurricane Mitch at the
end of 1998, and the El Niño phenomenon provoked
drought and a dengue epidemic in 1999. These
natural disasters were enhanced by an ongoing
recession and high levels of social violence and
criminal activity stemming from the country’s recent
emergence from conflict.

Project Title

Sustainable Livelihood and Risk Management

Sectors

• Capacity-building in risk management

• Housing and social infrastructure

• Local economic rehabilitation

• Security and justice

Funding

UNDP contributed $174,000, the Italian Government
donated $2.1 million, and the Dutch Government
provided $250,000.

Partnerships

• Public sector

• Local governments

• Local NGOs

• Universities

• Grassroots organisations

• Professional organisations

Programme Activities

• Risk and vulnerability assessment in high-priority
zones

• Creation of a Web site focused on risk
management (www.reconstruir.org.sv)

• Capacity-building through public awareness
campaigns, seminars, and conferences

• Development of training materials and training
in risk management

• Capacity-building of key institutions and
adaptation of the legal framework for risk-
management issues


