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continued to address climate change 
risks with comprehensive country 
programmes while leveraging our 
global partnerships. As with all of our 
efforts, we ensured that both women 
and men’s needs and contributions 
were integrated into the disaster risk 
reduction and recovery programmes 
we support.

UNDP continued to make strides 
in bringing prevention and recovery 
dividends to women and girls in crisis 
and post-crisis settings. In Somalia, 
for instance, the UNDP-supported 
Sexual Assault Referral Centre in 
Hargeisa now operates as a “one-
stop” location where survivors of 
gender-based violence can receive 
medical care and counseling; report 
assault to the police for investigation; 
and access free legal advice and representation. UN Security Council Resolution 1888, 
on confl ict-related sexual violence and passed in 2009, gave strength and credence to 
UNDP’s ongoing efforts to stop violence against women during and after crisis.

In the opening months of 2010, we have continued in our steadfast commitment to 
prevention and recovery. Within 48 hours of the devastating 12 January earthquake 
BCPR dispatched staff to Haiti to provide programmatic and operational support to 
the UNDP offi ce, which launched a cash-for-work initiative within eight days—all while 
humanitarian operations were still scaling up. Together with the Government of Haiti, 
the World Bank, the European Commission and the Inter-American Development Bank, 
and on behalf of the UN Development Group, UNDP helped coordinate a post-disaster 
needs assessment in record time; that document informed the government’s action plan 
for national recovery and development presented at the 31 March international donor 
conference on in New York, where member state pledges for reconstruction totaled 
more than USD 9 billion. 

At BCPR, we mean not only to effect change, but to undertake it ourselves. For this 
reason, in 2009 we commissioned an independent strategic review of our Bureau. 
The results were both encouraging and motivating. We are now acting on the review’s 
recommendations, seeking continuous improvement in the way we support UNDP 
country offi ces. Our aim, as part of UNDP, is to be an effective resource for those 
governments and people challenged by the risks and impact of disaster and confl ict.
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Jordan Ryan visits a UNDP – supported recreational centre in Gaza.
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