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Introduction to National Consultation and Contents of CD
The Commission on Legal Empowerment of the Poor seeks to generate new policy recommendations that will reduce poverty through secure, enforceable property and labor rights, within an environment that expands access to justice and increases opportunities for legally establishing and operating businesses. In order to ensure that research findings and policy recommendations are grounded in local experience, and in order to build national and regional ownership of the legal empowerment agenda, the Commission’s Secretariat prepared national consultation processes in Sub Saharan Africa, Asia, MENA (Middle East and North Africa), the Americas, and Eastern Europe. 

As part of the national consultation process, four papers were commissioned and completed by technical experts for each of the four thematic areas; Access to Justice, Property Rights, Labor Rights, and Informal Business Rights. The papers were designed to set the stage for discussions on the occasion of Focus Groups meetings and of the national conference. Each focus group was organized around each thematic area and stakeholders were invited to participate according to their area of expertise. The discussions served as a starting point for the working papers and helped stakeholders to reflect on the existing challenges and their possible solutions.  

This process culminated in a national conference that brought together all stakeholders, including those present at the focus group discussions. The conference was to serve as an arena for the presentation of the final papers, which were to reflect and encompass the collected findings from the focus group sessions. 
The outcomes that resulted from the research developed through the National Consultations have succeeded in implanting Legal Empowerment (LE) in National agendas across the globe and have set a stage for which the Commission’s agenda can be launched globally. Having prevailed in developing a level of ownership within the countries where National Consultations took place, the Legal Empowerment agenda can now progress forward to implementation. However, to secure legal empowerment of the poor’s place in national and international agendas, continuing efforts to circulate the commission’s agenda and lessons learned from the national consultations must take place. 

In this regard, we have compiled a comprehensive CD that contains all of the thematic papers and summary/overview reports completed by the 22 national consultations. We are honored to share with the public the vital research collected on the crucial LE issues that face the poor across the globe. We are confident that this material can encourage the advancement of the LE agenda and we kindly ask that the material if used be cited appropriately. In addition please note the views expressed in any of the papers or reports do not reflect the views of the commission.
