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Democracy vital in poverty fight, says Albright

KILASA MTAMBALIKE
Daily News; Friday,December 01, 2006 @00:07

FORMER US secretary of state Dr Madeleine Albright yesterday emphasised the
importance of democratic transition in alleviating poverty.

Dr Abright, who is also the co-chair of the Commission of Legal Empowerment of the
Poor (CLEP), also said that she has been impressed with the government's efforts in
fighting poverty.

She made the comments when briefing the press shortly after the closing of a two-day
National Consultative Conference on Legal Empowerment of the Poor.
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Dr Albright said she was particularly impressed with the Kinondoni Hananasif
development project, which she visited yesterday morning.

..1
W

e

"I am impressed by the stage aspect of the development of the project. The area is a
very difficult place to live; it has flooding, lacks water and paved roads. People will
benefit from project,” she said.
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She said their commission is trying to listen to the people, who are excluded from the
legal system, saying that poor people are not stupid and they know where their problems
are.

Dr Albright further stated that poor people only lack the tools to get out of their poverty,
but have incredible stamina, hope and entrepreneurial spirit and that they look at them
as partners.

Former President Benjamin Mkapa said at the briefing that a country cannot have true
democracy without involving the poor, and that, development cannot be attained without
empowering the poor.

Mr Mkapa, who is also a member of the commission, said that the target of their
commission's work is to protect the poor and the little that they have.

He also said that they want to empower those who are poor so that they can use the
little resources at hand to develop themselves and improve their lives.

Mr Mkapa said it would be up to individual countries to see they can incorporate
recommendations from the commission.

Tanzania has a Property and Business Formalisation Programme (Mkurabita), which aims
at legally empowering the poor. Mr Mkapa hinted that the programme has progressed
and they have now reached the stage of preparing recommendations for structural
changes in diverse sectors.
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